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- they not all Ministring Spirits, rent forth to 
niniwer for them who hall be beig's of ſalva- 
tion. Heb. i. 3 
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The Coherence and Diviſion of Words. 


HE Apoſtle is here making a compariſon betwixt 
Chriſt and the Angels: As the world is wonder- 
ully mclined to ſuperſtition, ſo it is wont many times 
d darken the glory of Chriſt, by too much exaltin 
7 Angels. Good reaſon it is therefore that they ſhoul 
put into their place. The Angels are excellent; 
t Chriſt more excellent. The Angels are glorious ; 
t Chriſt more glorious. Now the pos ws 
hriſt before the Angels, the Apoſtle proves by 
veral arguments: As, 1. From the name * 
briſt, he is- called God's Son; ſo are not the 
ingels : 2. From the rule and dominion of Chriſt, 
is the Head and Prince, ſb are not the Angels: 
From the Office and Place of Chriſt ; labs 
A2 | 
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God's ri 10 . i. e. he hath the ſecond place given 
him CA. the Father ; ; he is the Father's Lieutenant, tl 
or his chief Ambaſſador, to exerciſe all power; ſo are te 
not the Angels: and therefore it follows, that Chriſii p 
is more excellent and glorious than them all. Indeed c: 
they are Spirits, and therein they have a title of great d 
excellency given them; but they are Miniſtring Spi C 
Tits,” and that takes off, and holds them within the 
compaſs of their degree; if they but miniſter, they mult 
needs be inferior to Chriſt, who is Lord over all; and 


I 
though 'it may be objected, that Chriſt is ſometime ˖ 
called A Miniſter,” and “ That he came to Mini 3 
ſter ; yet that is not in regard of need, but of good a 
will ; the Angels do it of neceſſity, but Chriſt volun t 

5 tarily : It is natural in the Angels, but only by acc d 
dent in Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore, in all thing f 
Chriſt hath the pre-eminency ; yet let not this dodrinYY : 


- 


pals without ſome conſolation to the Saints and Peepl: 
of God; be it known to you, that as Angels are mi 
niſtring Spirits, ſo they are ſent forth to miniſter foi 
you: © Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth 
to miniſter for them, who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation ” 
You ſee I had need to be careful what I ſay of the 
Angels, leſt that honour which ſhould be given to God 
and Chriſt, may in any ſort redound to them. Thi 
| hath been the error of former ages, and of alt errors 
there is almoſt none more ancient than this. Paul bimſel 
had much to do with ſome, who had ſo advanced thi 
Angels, that, in a manner, they would have brought 
Chriſt under ſubjection. Let no man beguile-yot 
of your reward, (faith he) in a voluntary bumility 
and worſhipping of Angels.” Indeed there ſhines it 
them ſuch a brightneſs of the majeſty of God that ther 
is nothing wherunto we are more eaſily drawn, tha 
with a certain . admiration to fall down in worſhippin| 
of them. This very thing John, in the Revelation 
confeſſeth of himſelf ; but he addeth withal, that 
received this anſwer, See thou do jt not; for I an 
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thy fellow ſervant, and of thy brethren, that have the 
teltimony of Jeſus, worſhip God,” there is no worſhip- 
ping of Angels: and yet we muſt not throw away the 
comfortable doctrine of Angels. I hope before I have 
done, to convince you of a wonderful pledge of 
Chriſt's love to your perſons, in the adminiſtration of 
Angels, Are they not all miniſtring Spirits?“ Kc. 


In this text is a deſcription of Angels, wherein, 


2. Of their Nature, Are they not Spirits? 2. Of 
their Office, Are they not miniſtring Spirits? 
3. Of their Con junction in this Office, Are they not 
all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter ??? 4. Of 
their Commiſſion, and Execution of this Office, ſo un- 
dertaken, . Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent 


— 


forth to miniſter?? 5. Of the Object about which 


the Execution of their Office is molt converſant, 


Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent. forth to 


miniſter for them, who ſhall be heirs of Salvation !?” 


- 


Of the ſeveral Doctrines deduced from the Words. 

FROM every part, I may deduce a ſeveral doc- 
trine ; as, 1. That “ the Angels are ſpirits. 2. That 
« the office of the Angels is to miniſter and ſerve.” 
3. That 4 the higheſt Angel is not exempted-from, this 
office,” 4. That “they have their commiſſion from 
God and Chriſt, to execute their office of miniſtration.”? 
5. That © the miniſtring office of the Angels is not for 
all, but only for heavens heirs.” On the four firſt I 


ſhall only give a touch, but on the laſt I ſhall inſiſt; 


and, if the Lord help, enlarge my diſcourſe to the full 
of my deſign. | Eat, > 


- 


25 


} - 


E 1 
CHAP. II. SEC T. I. 


| Of the firſt Doctrine. 


«© THE Angels are ſpirits: * And fo is God, and 
ſo are the ſouls of men; but with this difference: God 
is a Spirit moſt ſimple, without any compoſition at all : 
The ſouls. of men, are ſpirits conjoined with fleſh and 
blood. Thus the philoſopher deſcribes the ſoul to be 
the act of the body. Now betwixt theſe two Spirits 
are Angels, who are neither without all compolition, 
as God is, nor are they covered with fleſh and blood, 
as the ſoul of man is. I know it is a queſtion, whether 

the Angels have bodies? And 
I. The Peripatetics, and Schoolmen, are for the 
negative. “ The Angels, (iay they) are altogether. 
incorporeal. And for this opinion, are brought in by 
theſe very texts, Who maketh bis Angels ſpirits.“ 
And, are they not all miniſtring Spirits?“ 

2. The Platonics, and many of the ancients, are on 

the other ſide. © The Angels have their proper bo- 
dies, (ſaith Tertullian), a ys, although inviſible to us, 
yet viſible to God. Auguſtine is of the ſame mind. 
And herein, (faith Lombard) he followed many 
ſamous authors, as all the Platonics, Origen, Lactan- 
tius, Baſil, with all the writers almoſt of his time.” 
And ſome more modern agree with him herein. “ All 
ſpirits have their bodies, (ſaith Bernard) as need is, 
excepting only God himſelf ;?? and the need that the 
Angels have, he proves from this text: © Are they 
not all miniſtring Spirits? For how can they execute 
their miniſtry, (ſaith he) without a body, eſpecially 
amongſt them that are in the body? Beſides, they 
could not diſcourſe, nor move from place to place, 
without a body.“ Nor ſpeaks he of bodies aſſumed, 
but of bodies proper and peculiar to themſelves, 
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Methinks a middle betwixt both theſe comes neareſt 
ruth, That, in compariſon of God, they are bodies, 
ut in compariſon of us, they are pure and mighty ſpi- 
its.” Certainly the Angels are not ſimply ſpirits, as 
zod is, who is a Spirit moſt ſimple, without any com- 
poſition at all; nor are they infinite or immenſe, as 


ove from place to place, as bodies do. Hence Zanchy 


nd 

od od is, but are terminated in their dimenſions, and 
I 7 | 
nd proves rather of the ancients, than of the Schoolmen, 
be 


That Angels are not ſimply, and altogether incor- 


its Woreal, only their bodies, (faith he) are not earthly, 


m, Nor airy, nor heavenly, as the Stoics would have them, 
d, Wor all ſuch bodies were created. of that-cbaos, Gen. i. 
er Wh; but rather as the Imperial, heaven is a corporeal 


ubſtance, far different from theſe nether heavens, vi- 


he ible to us, ſo the Angels made together with that 
1er Neaven are corporeal ſabſtances, far purer, and more 


by Wubtil than either earth or air, or fire, or the matter 


.f theſe viſible heavens.” I will not ſay they are of 

he ſame body, but they may have like bodies to that 
on lorious body of the higheſt heaven, or ſeat of the 
20- eſſed; and fo in reſpect of us, or of our craſs bodies, 
us, bey may be called pure and mighty ſpirits. 
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ul CHAP. III. 


he Of the ſecond Doctrine. 


ly Wt is true, they are called principalities, powers, mights, 
ey brones dominions ; fo the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſt, 


bat he was ſet at God's right hand in heavenly 
laces, far above all prircipalities, and powers, and 
hight, and dominion. And by him were all things 
reated in heaven, whether thrones, or dominions, or 


THE office of the Angels is to miniſter and ſerve. 


— 
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principalities or powers: By all which, wrench we 
underſtand not divers dignities of Angels, whereby in 
nature they excel one another; yet we mult needs un- 
derſtand the dignity, excellency, authority, and power 
of every one of the Angels. 

And yet this hinders not, but that theſe might 
powers, are Miniſtring Spirits ;?? and therefore in othe: 
places of-Scripture, we find other titles given to them 
as ſometimes they are called watchers : I faw in the 
viſions of my head, and behold a Watcher, and a 
Holy One came down from heaven.” And ſometimes 
they are called Soldiers: + And ſuddenly there was 
with the Angels a multitude of beavenly Soldiers, (or 
of the Heavenly Hoſt) praiſing God.“ Moſt frequent- 
Iy they are called Angels, which is not the name o 
their nature, bay of their office 5 the word ſiguifies a 
Meſſenger, as if they were ever running errands be- 
twixt heaven and earth: So Jacob dreamed of a 
Ladder ſet on earth, whoſe top reached to heaven, and 
behold che Angels of God aſcending and deſcending on 
it.“ Now this. is clear, that . Watchers, Soldiers 
and Meſſengers,” are but Miniſters and ſervanta. II 
it be demanded, what is their miniſtry or ſervice, it is 
either to God or to men. In reſpect of God, they are 
ſaid “ to do his commandments ; to harken to the 
voice of his Word ;, to behold the face of God; to 
celebrate the praiſes of God; and of Jeſus Chriſt ; * 
and in reſpect of men, they do them many offices of 
love and ſervice, which we ſhall diſcover 10 the laſt 
point; for, Are they not miniſtring Spirits, ſent 
forth to miniſter unto a; der: I fay unto _ « who 
ſhall be heirs of ſalvation.” : "I's 


( 


C HAP. IV. 


| Of the third Doctrine. a | 
3. THE higheſt Angel is not exempted from this | 
office. Are they not all miniſtring Spirits? It is 

not one, nor ten, nor a hundred, nor a thouſand, but 
all Angels; Archangels,  principalities and powers, 

thrones and dominions are “ all miniſtring Spirits.” A 
queſtion there is, i. Of the order of Angels; and, if 
that may be admitted, 2. Whether the chief of that d 
order may be conſidered as miniſtring Spirits ? A 1 
For the firſt Dionyſius (1 will not ſay the Areopa- [ 

gite) tells us of nine orders, becauſe of nine words in 

Scripture, relating to the Angels, as © Seraphims, 
Cherubims, Thrones, Powers, Hoſts, Dominions, Prin- 

cipalities, Archangels, and Angels; and at large he 

deſcribes their ſeveral natures, diſtinctions, properties; 

as that the firſt three orders are for immediate attend- 

ance of the Almighty ; and the next three erders, for 

the general government of the creatures; and the laſt . 
three orders, for the particular good of God's elect; 

that the Archangels ſurpaſs the — of Angels ten 
times, Principalities ſurpaſs the Archangels twenty 

times, Powers ſurpaſs the Principalities forty times, 

&c, How he, or any other came to this learning, is 
yet unknown, yet hath this Hierarchy, in theſe ſeve- | 
ral orders, paſſed for current through many ages of the 4 
Church. 1 | | 
+ Learned Mede, in his Diatribe of the Angels, | 
tells of ſeven principal Angels, which miniſter before 
the throne of God, and therefore are called Archangels, 
ſome of whoſe names we have in Scripture, as Michael, 
Gabriel, Raphael; to this purpoſe, he cites ſeveral texts; | 
as, © I am Raphael, one of the ſeven holy Angels, | | 
which ſtand and miniſter before the glory of the Holy | 
One. And theſe ſeven are the eyes of the Lord, which 


. — 
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fand in the prefence of Got.” 
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run to and fro through the whole earth. And I ſaw, 


(faith John) ſeven Lamps before the Throne, which 
are the ſeven Spirits of God; and I beheld, and lo, in 
the midſt of the Throne, Rood a Lamb as it had been 


flain, having ſeven horns, and ſeven eyes, which are 
the ſeven Spirits of God, ſent forth into all the earth. 


And I ſaw the ſeven Angels which ſtood before God.” 
And the Archangel Gabriel, ſpeaks of himſelf to Zacha- 


ras in the very ſame language, © I am Gabriel, that 


That there is order the Angels, I do not 
doubt: God is the God of '; and as he orders all 
things below, ſo no queſtion he obſerveth a moſt exact 
order in the court of Heaven: Amongſt us, ſome are 
fuperier, and ſome inferior, ſome greater, and others 


tefler ; equality hath no place either on earth or in 


hell ; and in this viſible heaven, (one ſtar, (faith the 
Apoſtle) differs from another in glory.” How then 
ſhould we imagine any ataxye or confuſion to be in 
beaven? Certamly there is a moſt beautiful diſtinc- 
tion and order amongſt the bleſſed Angels; yet I 


am apt to think, and do believe, that the diffe- 


rence of thoſe glorious. ſpirits in heaven, is not in 
their nature, but in their offices; ſor as among 


men, there is a parity and equality in reſpect of 


mature, and the excellency of one above another, is 
but by accident; ſo it is with Angels, they are equal- 
ty ſpiritual ſubſtances, all equally created good, and 
pure, and perfect, and their imparity is becauſe of the 
divers kinds of their offices, wherein they are employ- 
ed. Hence, ſome are ſimply called Angels, ſome 


Archangels, "ſome Principalities, ſome Dominions, 


e. 9 R 
But, 2. Admitting this order and diſtinction of An- 
gels, Whether are not the higheſt Angels miniſtring 
spirits? Phe Platonics, that firſt divided them into 
three orders, as ſome above heaven, called Superceleſ- 
tes, others in heaven, called Cœleſtes, and others under 


1 
ven, called Subceleftes, do fuitably give chem ſe- 


W 
ch ral offices. As, 1. They abeve heaven, (IL mean this 


ible heaven) continually fland before God, (as they 


en ay) praifing, and lauding, and magnifying his Name. 
arc . They in heaven are there ſeated, to move, and rule, 
th. Wand govern the ſtars. 3. They under heaven, are ſome 


o rule Kingdoms, others Provinces, others Cities, 
thers pafticular men. Many Chriftians that write of 
he Hierachy of the Angels, follow theſe opinions. 
Now, by this ſurmiſe, the hůgheſt Angels do not miniſter 
o the Saints, but only and immediately to God himſelf. 
But, on the contrary, did not Michael (one of the 
even) contend with Satan about the body of Moſes ? 


pf God,” ſent to ſpeak to Zacharias, and to Mary, 
and to ſhew the glad tidings of the Goſpel? And were 
not thoſe ſeven Archangels called Seven eyes, and 
be ſeven-Spiritg of God, ſent forth into all the earth? 


wones, nor Powers, are excmpted from this office ; 
hey are < Ald miniſtving Spiricy,” 1 
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CHAP: v. SECT. I. 
Of the fourth Doctrine. 


5 K. . e s ? BEEP ag DES. RP 


E. 
＋ 


hriſt, to execute their office of Miniſtration; they 
will not go, unleſs ſent forth: As Chriſt would not do 
he office of Mediator, until he was called; (Heb. v. 
. 5, ſo neither will the Angels execute their office 


o wait on Chriſt; they ſtand behind him, and receive 
deputations to their ſeveral offices. © I ſaw by night, 


nd was not Gabriel, who ftands before the preſence 


purely” then neither  Seraphims, nor Cherubims, nor 


\ "I : 2 


Ir tave their commilive from God awd 


ithout a call: In this reſpect, the Angels are ſaid 


and behold a man,—and' behind him were there red 
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horſes, Heckled and white,” i. e. Miniſtring Spirits, 
prepared for judgment and Mercy. , When Zachary 
knew not who they were, the man that ſtood ameng 
the Myrtle trees, Chriſt (the Captain of the Lord's 
Hoſt) © anſwered and ſaid, Theſe are they whom the 
Lord hath ſent to walk to and fro through the earth: 
The-Eord firſt ſends them, and then as Agents and 
Spies, they give intelligence of all things done in the 
World; they will not ſtir without a commiſſion, but 
if he ſend them, they run, they fly. © I ſaw the 
Lord fitting on his Throne (ſaid Micaiab) and all the 
heſt of Heaven ſtanding by him, on his right-hand, 
and on his left; and the Lord ſaid, who ſhall perſuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead! 
and one faid on this manner, and another ſaid on that 
manner, and there came forth a Spirit, and ſtood before 
the Lord, and faid, I will perſuade him; and the 
Lord ſaid unto him, wherewith 7 And he ſaid, I will 
go forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit in the mouth o 
all his Prophets; and he laid, Thou ſhalt perſuade 
him, and prevail alſo, go forth, and do ſo,” All this 
diſcourſe is by way of reſemblance, as it is with Kings 
and Princes; ſo it is ſaid of God, all his Hoſt (good 
and bad Angels) ſtand about him, and receive their 
commiſſions from him. No ſooner is any deſign 2. 
ed on, but he gives out the word of command, “ Go 
rth, and do ſo.” See here the e 4 Go 
forth,” ſaith God. ( Are net they all miniſtring Spi- 
rits, ſent ed ſaith the Apoſtle. 
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S E. C 'Fo II. 
A Tranſition to the laſt Point. | 
ON theſe four ſeveral Do&rines, I have no mind 


to inſiſt, and the rather, . becauſe they are ſo very f 7 
culative, and ſo full of controverſy. For my part, 
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ſhall never forget what Graſcrus ſaid when he bad found 


in his viſiting the ſick, and in his own preparations for 
well-dying : That moſt of the controverſies in 
Divinity, were utterly uſeleſs, and did entangle the 
conſciences of the ſimple, juſt as the human inven- 
tions in Popery formerly did ; and therefore he begun, 
with full bent of mind, to ſhun or abhor them, and 
in his public preaching, to prepound only thoſe things 
which tended to the kindling ef true faith in Chrift 
and to the exerciſe of true godlineſs according to the 
Word of God, and to- the procuring of true conſola- 
tion, both in life and death.” Nor ſhall I forget 
what is writ of Abraham Buchaltzer, whoſe care in his 
public Miniſtry, was to avoid to thoſe queſtions, that 


de but gender unto ſtrife, and to inſtruc his auditors 


how to live well, and die well, Some indeed blamed. 
him of cowardice, for that being endowed by God with 
ſuch excellent abilities, yet he would never enter into 
the lifts with the fanatic adverſaries of thoſe times ;- 
but the reaſon was, becauſe he always affected peace, 
having no delight in wrangling, which cauſed bim to 
fay to a friend, Deſii diſputare, cepi ſupputare, 
quoniam illud diſi pationem, hoc collectionem ſigni- 


ficat. Belides, he ſaw that the greateſt antagoniſts to 


the Churches peace, had not ſo much as one ſpark of 
grace in them, and that there came no profit, but 
much hurt to the Church of Chriſt by thoſe continual 
en amongſt Divines. I will not deny, nay, 1 
e not but acknowledge, that, in our pulpits, we 
may, and muſt (as occaſion is) propound ſuch a ſubject 
as this of the. Angels, and no queſtion but out of it we 
may draw matter for faith, and life, and comfort ; but 
as to theſe particulars of the Angels that they are 
Spirits, Miniſters of ſeveral orders, and all delegated 
(as the Lord pleaſeth) to this or that office, they are 
very abſtruſe points wherein we may wrangle, and do 
as boys in ſport, who ſtrive to itrike moſt ſparks out of 


their Hints, but never intend to kindle thereby for uſc : 


1 
So we may diſpute and jangle about words, or ſtrive 
to ſtrike out the moſt ſubtile and fineſt ſpun notions 
that we can invent ; but, alas! they will not pro- 
fit our ſouls, nor tend much to practice, which is 
the life and ſpirit of religion, Upon this I verily 
believe it is, that we have far leſs written in God's 
Word of the nature of Angels, than of God himſelf; 
becauſe the knowledge of God is far more practical, 
and leſs controverſial, and more neceſſary to ſalvation 
than the knowledge of Angels or Archangels ; only if 
there be any thing of Angels revealed in Scripture, 
and moſt worthy of our knowledge, (as certainly there 
is) I take that to be it, which the Schoolmen in all 
their learning took leaſt notice of, and that is of the 
miniſtration of Angels, in referetice to God's people. 
« With this one uſe, (faith Zanchius,) could the Apo- 
{tle content himſelf, as knowing, that, in the doctrine 
of Angels, this was the molt principal, and indeed moſt 
practical;“ and therefore, on this point I mean to en- 
| large, and the other points I ſhall leave to others. 


— 


CHAP. VI. SECT. 1. 
Of the laſt Doctrine. 


THE chief point yet remains, viz. That this mini- 
ring office of the Angels is not for all, but only for 
Heaven's Heirs, On this I mean to infiſt, and to en- 
large my diſcourſe; wherein I ſhall, 1. Confirm. 
2. Apply. 1. For Confirmation, we have Scripture 
and reaſon, 


En 
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Scriptures for Angels Miniſtration, 


« HE ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways; they ſhall bear thee up in 
their hands, Jeſt thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone.” 

In this Scripture, we may obſerve theſe particu- 
lars ; g 

1. That the elect are ſo precious with God, that fo 
their ſakes he gives out commands. | | 

2. That he commands the Angels, (his choice and 
chief ſervants) for the good of his choſen. © He ſhall 
give his Angels charge over thee.” It is the uſual 
Way of his providence, to command the ſtrong in be- 
half of the weak, and to commend the weak to thoſe 
that are more ſtrong. Thus it is between children and 
parents, wives and huſbands, the ſick and ſound, the 
Saints and Angels. He commands the Angels over 
Saints, or he commends the Saints unto his Angels. 
3. That the end or meaning of the command, is 

for the elects cuſtody, © To keep thee.” They muſt 
not exerciſe a power or dominion over them ; they 
mult not exact adoration or worſhip from them, as 
he evil ſpirits do from all their followers : but the 
command is to preſerve them, defend them, and deliver 
y them, keep them, | 
1 4. That the keeping of Saints is limited to their 
'r rays: “ They ſhall keep thee in all thy ways.“ i. e. 
-in all thy neceſſary lawful ways, not in thy ſinful de- 
. {Wrious wanderings. | 
re 5. That the obedience of the Angels to this com- 
mand, is preciſe, exact, and diligent, „ They ſhall 
bear thee up in their hands,” i. e. they ſhall accompa- 
ny thee; go before thee; wait upon thee ; follow 
thee, as the ſhadow follows the body ; compals thee 
B 2 | 
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round; lead thee; obſerve thee; and in all ſtraits et 
neceſſities, lend thee an hand. | 

6. That the iſſue of this obedience is ſafety and ſe- 
curity 3 © Leſt thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone.“ 
By this one danger, we underſtand by a Synechdoche 
all other dangers, q. d. not any hurt, be it never ſo 
little, ſhall befal the elect; So far ſhall they be from 
harm in the head, that it ſhall not reach the foot; in- 
deed neither foot nor head, nor an hair of their head 
ihall periſh to their prejudice,” Luke xxi. 18. 

The ſum of all is this. As nurſes and mothers 
deal with their children, ſo muſt the Angels deal with 
the children of God, that is, they muſt keep them in 
their ways, they muſt bear them up in their hands, 
Children often ſtumble and fall unleſs they be led 
and carried in hands and arms; and therefore, God 
- hath given his Angels a charge over his children, to 
keep them, and carry them as in arms, leſt they daſh 
their feet againſt the ſtones. | 

„ The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them.” They that 
ſometimes are compared to nurſes and mothers, are at 
other times compared to. ſoldiers that encamp them. 
ſelves about the Saints. Thus when the young man 
had his eyes opened at Eliſha's prayer, he ſaw, and 
« Behold the mountain was full of horſes, and chariots 
of fire round about Ehſha, Many military fervices 
are they ever and anon performing for the Saints; 
they are watchful centinels, giving a timely alarm 
ts prevent the enemy. * Ariſe, and take the babe 
and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be there un. 
til I bring thee word, for Herod will ſeek the babe to 
deſtroy him.” They are faithful life- guards, preferv- 
ing the Saints in the midſt of dangers. © There ſhall 
no evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague come nigh 
thy dwelling ; for he ſhall give his Angels charge over 
thee.“ They are ſafe convoys, bringing the Saints 
through their wilderneſs to their heavenly Cannan 
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Jacob had experience hereof, © And Jacob went on his 
way, and the Angels of God met him; and when Ja- 
cob ſaw them, he ſaid, this is God's Hoſt, and he call- 
ed the name of that place Mahanaim,” i. e. two Hoſts 
or camps, the one before and the other behind, or the 
one on one fide, and the other on the other fide ; or 
they placed themſelves in ſuch ſort, as to give Jacob 
aſſurance of ſafety every way. 


S ECT. III. 
Reaſons for Angels Myniſtration- 
BUT why ſhould they miniſter for the Saints ? 
The reaſons arc, 1. In reſpect of God. 2. In reſpect 


3. In reſpect of us. | 
1. There are ſome reaſons in reſpect of God: 


— 


1. It is his will and pleaſure chat they ſhould fo 


miniſter, Thus Nebuchadnezzar could acknowledge, 


. He doth according to his will in the army of Hea- 
ven,” The Lord's will is the rule of all juſtice, and 
a moſt perfect law, whereby he governs the army of 
heaven, that is, the Angels. Hence they are deſcri- 


ded to be © Go@s miniſters that do his pleaſure;ꝰ they 


enquire no farther what is to be done, or why it ſhould 
be done, but acquieſce in the diſcovery of his will and 
pleaſure. Indeed all things and actions are reſolved. - 
into this firſt principle, the good pleaſure of his will. 
He worketh all things after the council of his will.” 
This is the ſupreme reaſon. : 
2. It is his command that they ſhould ſo miniſter ; 
every thing that God wills, he doth not command, he 
wills fin to be in the world, but doth not command it, 
for then he would be the author of fin; but as for 
Angel-miniſtration, he wills and commands them to it. 
* Bleſs the Lord, ye his Angels, that excel in flrength; 
B3 | | 


618) 


that do bis commandments, harkening to the voice 
of his word.” Upon this ground is the Lord very 
often called, The Lord of Hoſts,” i. e. the Lord of 
Angels, for ſo Jacob called the two armies of Angels, 
« God's Hoſt,” and the multitude of Angels that 
praiſed God at Chriſt's Nativity, are called“ a multi- 
tude of the Heavenly Hoſts.” Look as commanders 
ſay to their ſoldiers, Go, and they go. So ſaith God 
to his Angels, Go, and they go. Go and miniſter to 
my Saints, preſently they miniſter. 
- 3+ It is his goodneſs that they ſhould ſo miniſter, 
Alas! if the Lord ſhould deal with us according to 
our demerits, rather tigers and dragons ſhould wait up- 
on us than the Angels. It is more than we can chal- 
lenge, that any creature after the fall ſhould be ſervice- 
able unto us, but that all the Hoſt of Heaven ſhould 
be abaſed to ſo low a work, as to be ſent forth to mi- 
nifter for the meaneſt Saint, even for us poor ſinful 
wretches, duſt and aſhes. Oh! what goodneſs is this? 
Upon this account, of the love, mercy, and goodneſs 
of God, we read ſo often of the Lord's ſending his 
Angels to attend his Saints. Thus Abraham told his 
ſervant, * The Lord, before whom ] walk, will ſend 
his Angel with thee.” And thus God told Moſes, 
4% 1 will ſend an Angel before thee.” And thus Da- 
niel told the King, My God hath ſent his Angel, and 
- hath ſhut the Lions mouths, that they have not hurt 
me.“ So gracious is that King of Heaven, that he 
will ſpare his own Courtiers out of Heaven, and ſend 
them on errands to his Saints for their preſervation ; 
whence David reaſons, „Oh taſte and ſee that the 
Lord is good!“ Oh! the goodneſs of God. 

2. There are other reaſons in reſpect of the Angels. 


Ai 
- 1. It is their duty. Not the brighteſt Angel, but 
3s fubordivate unto God ; and therefore muſt a& and 
move as the Lord appoints. “ This is the living crea- 


ture that I ſaw under the God of Ilrael, and knew 
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that they were the Cherubims.” The Cherubims are 
glorious Angels, of great wiſdom, ſtrength, and agili- 
ty, and yet they are ſubſervient to the Lord, and ” 
therefore are ſaid to be Under the God of Iſrael:“ | 
Surely that word of the plalmiſt, (“ They do his plea- 
fure,”) is the very image of true obedience, q. d. they { | 
miniſter not at their own pleaſure, but at God's: Now . 
what is God's pleaſure but the Saint's welfare? (He 
hath pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants.” The 
Angels that know this, ſtand not upon terms with 
God, all they do is but to harken to /the voice of 
his word, and they they fly? „Then did the Che- 
rubims lift up their wings and the wheels beſides 
them :? It is a note of a divine (Mr Greenham) upon 
theſe words: © All things are under the God of Iſrael, 
he hath the pre-eminence, he is above wheels, and 
Angels are under him at his diſpoſal : If he give out 
the word, the Cherubims move, lift up their wings, 
and order the wheels : If he fay, Go and miniſter 
beyond Saints, preſently they go, as it is their du» 
ty,» 
4 2. It is their delight to attend the Saints. They 
know that one day they ſhall live together, and fing 
together, and rejoice together; they know that the 
Saints ſhall ſupply the room of the fallen Angels, and 
when they they meet, O! the joy that will be betwixt 
them. In the mean time, it is their deſire and delight p 
to attend their Partners in Heavens joy, for they are 
acquainted with God's deſign and purpoſe to ſave 
them; they know what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered | 
for them. The myſtery of godlineſs is ſeen of Angels ; | | 
; 


it is ſo ſeen, that they take great delight to behold it, 
JF yea, they are raviſhed in the very beholding of it, as 
at ſome new and ſtrange object: They look into it,” 
wt faith Peter; their whole ſpirits are taken up with it, 
nd as if it were the bleſſedeſt fight that ever they could 
ea behold; and they that are ſo ravifhed at the work of 


4 


our redemption, 1 mould they but with 4 ate 


ed fx thouſand years. O the purity, agility, beauty, 


in his greateſt honour, advanced to the higheſt pinna- 


tend the Saints, for herein they are but fellow-workers. 
with God and Chriſt, « My Father worketh hither- 
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ſerving Saints; and I work by the ſame power, ſaith 


an honour to imitate him, and to miniſter alſo. 


yet, as af all this were not enough, except the Angels 


behold the face of God himſelf, and are taken up with 
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tend the redeemed ones of Jeſus Chriſt. 

3. It is their honour to wait on the Saints. It is 
true, in ſome reſpects they are of an higher form; 
they come neareſt to God ef all the creatures in the 
world, and they have kept their cloth of gold unſtain. 


glory, ſanctity, and excellency of the Angels! Man, 


cle of happineſs, is yet in many things below the An- 
gels. © Thou haſt made him a little lower than the 
Angels ;?. and yet it is no indignity for them to at- 


to, and I work. My Fatber is beneficient in pre- 


Chriſt, At firſt I created, and ſtill I preſerve. Now 
if God and Chriſt thus work and wait, well may the 
Angels co-work with them. It was Paul's honour, 
that he wrought together with God ; “ We then, as 
workers together with him, beſeech you alſo,” Ser- 
vants of God, (ſuch as men and Angels) cannot but 
look on it as their glory, to put their hands in the 
ſame work with their Sovereign Lord, the King of 
Glory, If Chriſt himſelf © Came not to be miniſtered 
unto, but to miniſter,” the Angels may well think it 


3+ There are other reaſons in reſpect of Saints. — 
1. It is for their conſolation, a migbty comfort it 
is, that other creatures ſhould do them ſervice, that 
heaven, and earth, and all therein ſhould be made for 
them, and be continued and preſerved for their ſakes, and 


alſo were ſubſervient: That Creatures of the higheſt 
order, of the . fineſt make, of the nobleſt ſpirits, whe 


he immediate enjoyments of his fulneſs, that they, even 
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they, ſhould be deſtined, by Chriſt, the King of Saints, 
to miniſter to his Saints : Oh, what a comfort is this ! - 
« If whatſoever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our. learning, that we, through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope:“ 
Surely this that is written of the Angels, as concern- 
ing their office and miniſtration, muſt be full of com- 
fort, Indeed, reprobates and unbelievers have none 
of this comfort; alas! they are not within the verge 
of this bleſſed text; they have nothing to do with this 
Scripture of Heaven's heirs; it is © for them,” and 
enly for them © who ſhall be heirs of Salvation.” _ 

2. It is for their benefit, both of body and ſoul : 
Some obſerve, that were it not for the Angels, the 
Devils, that are ever ſeeking to devour, would quickly 
tear all the bodies of the Saints into atoms. We 
read, how sfore Chriſt's death, the bodies of many 
were poſſeſſed of Devils, and when they had © torn 
them,” by the command of Chriſt they were diſpoſſeſ- 
fed: But after the great work of our redemption, the 
Devils were more reſtrained of their power: “ Now | | 


ſhall the Prince of this world be caſt out.“ Chriſt ſo = 
bound him in chains by his holy Angels fince that = 
time, that now he hath not his liberty, as before, to 4 
hurt the Saints. It is true, that he is ſtill in the 
world, and rules in the air, but the good Angels ſo 
defend our bodies againſt the evil Angels, that they 
cannot touch an hair to our hurt; and as for our ſouls, 
they are in their ſpecial care. It is not to tell how 
RN many are the benefits they adminiſter that way ; they 
teach us truths ; they open God's will; they reveal 
the ſecrets and myſteries of grace; and by theſe means, 
nd they promote the ſalvation of our ſouls. Thus they 
did ſometimes by dreams in the night, and ſometimes - 
oft by conference in the day, when they aſſumed bodies ; 
ar but now ſtill they admoniſh our minds, and, in a ſe- 
ch cret unperceivable way, they perſuade us to the read- 


ing, hearing, and obeying of God's word. But of theſe, 
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and the like ſoul-ſervices of the Angels, we ſhall en- 
large another time. | t] 


SECT. IV. . 
Ut of Terror. 


WELL, then, Is the miiſtring office of the An- 
gels not for all, but only for Heaven's heirs? What 
terror is this to the wicked? Alas! they have no An- 
gels to keep them, or take care of them; they are de- 
void of the preſence and miniſtry of the heavenly An- 
gels; or, if they have any inſpection of, them, it is 
but a general inſpection, ſuch as Hagar and Iſhmacl BY 
had, who are ſet out in ſcripture as the types of thoſe Ih 
that are rejected of the Lord. And this I take is the 
reaſon why reprobates live, and are not all ſuddenly 
ſtruck dead, to wit, becauſe the Angels have ſome ge- 

| neral charge and care of them, that they may be pre- 
ſerved to their condition, but they are not properly 
guardians of any ſuch men. Ol woe, woe, woe to 
the wicked world, . when one woe is paſt, bebold 
there come twe more woes after.” As it was with 
Saul, when God was gone from him, then the Phi- 
line made war againſt him, and he was ſore wound- 
ed of the archers, and at laſt he fell on his own ſword, 
and died. So, where the Angels of God ſtand aloot 
of, and will not reſcue, one woe follows after another; 
there the evil ſpirits keep their rendezvous ; the Devil 
works in them mightily ; they are hood-winked, and 
beſotted, and blinded by the god of this world, having 
no power ſo much as to groan, or to wiſh for deliver- 
ance ; we may ſay of all reprobates, as it was ſaid of 
Saul,'« An evil ſpirit is upen them, and God is not 
with them. They are already taken in the ſnare of 
the Devil; he hath them in a ſtring, and leads them 
captive at his will; and no wonder, fer they have not 
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thoſe aids, thoſe contrary whiſperings ; they have not 
the good Angels to conflict with the bad; they have | 
not the ſpirit, a new nature, much Jeſs the external | 
helps and guards of holy and bleſſed Angels. Ah! 
woe to theſe men ! 


SECT. V. 4 
Uſe ot Encouragement. 


WHAT encowagement. is this to the godly ? 
Though the wicked have not ſuch guards, yet the 
godly are the proper objects of the Angels miniſtry. : 
Are they not miniſtring ſpirits, ſent ferth to mi- 
nifter for them ?” It is a queſtion that puts all out of 
queſtion, The wicked indeed-are lett to the wide 
world; but God is at charge of giving the Saints tu- 
tors, and governors and guardians. Here is a mighty 
encouragment to the people of God. I know not the 1 
condition that any ſaint in the world may be in, | 1 
wherein we cannot find in ſcripture ſome encourage- | 9 
ment or other drawn from an Angel. Art thou in a Þ 
journey ? So was Abraham's ſervant, when Abrabam " 
told him, „He fhall ſend his Angel before thee, and f 
proſper thy way.” Art thou in battle, or ready to 
march egainſt the enemy? So was Iſrael, when the 4 
Lord told Moſes, “ For mine Angel ſhall go before 
thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the \ 
Hittites, and the Perizzites, - &c. and I will cut them "4 
off: Art thou in oppreſſion, under the tyranny of 1 
wicked men? So Moſes told Edom the Iſraelites were, 

Thou knoweſt of all the travel that hath befallen us, 

how our fathers went down into Egypt, and the Egyp- 

tians vexed us, and our fathers, and when we cried un- 
to the Lord, he heard our voice, and ſent an Angel, 
and hath brought us forth out of Egypt.” Art thou 
In perſecution for religion, and forced to fly for thy 
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life? So was Elijah, when “ he requeſted for himſelf, 
that he might die; ang ſaid it is enough now, O Lord, 
take away my life, for I am no better than my fa- 
thers; and as he lay and ſlept under a Juniper tree, 
behold an Angel touched him, and ſaid unto him, 
Ariſe, and cat.” Art thou traduced, maligned, cen- 
ſured, impriſoned, and condemned *to deuth for righ- 
teouſneſs fake, or for the truth? So was Daniel, 
whom God yet delivered by an Angel. My God 
hath ſent his Angel, and hath ſhut the lions mouths 
that they have not hurt me, foraſmuch as before him 
innocency was found in me.“ And fo it was with 
Peter, For behold the Angel of the Lord came up- 
on him, and a light ſhined in the priſon, — and when 
Peter was come to himſelf, he ſaid, Now I know of a 
ſurety, that the Lord hath ſent his Angel, and hath 
delivered me out of the hand of Herod.” Art thou 
amidſt a people whom God for fin hath decreed 
to deſtruction? So was Lot, whom the Angels ha- 
ſtened out of Sodom, leſt he ſhould be conſumed in 
the intquity of the City. But I am ſaved this labour 
of ſearching any farther into Scripture; a worthy 
author, (Biſhop Hall, in his Inviſible, World), hath 
| framed us the variety of their aſſiſtance in this fame 
ſcheme. One while they lead us in our way, as they 
did Iſrael, another while they inſtru us, they did Da- 
niel; one while they fight for us, as they did for 
Joſhua, another time they purvey for us, as they did 
for Elijah; one while they fit us to our holy voa- 
tion as they did Iſaiah, another while they diſpoſe of 
the opportunities gf our calling for goed, as they did 
of Philip's to the Eunuch ; one while they foretel our 
danger, as to Joſeph and Mary; another while they 
comfert us in our | afflitions, as they did Chriſt and 
his apoſtles; one while they reſiſt our offenſive courles, 
as they did Moſes, another while they encourage us 
in our devotions, as they did Paul; one while they 
deliver us from durancey as they did Peter; another 
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nlelf, while they preſerve us from death, as the three chil- 


-ord, dren ; one while they reſtrain our preſumption, as the 
y fa- Cherub betore the gate of Paradife ; another while they 
tree, WF excite our courage, as to Joſhua, Gideon, and the o- 
him, ther Judges; one while they cure our bodies, as at 
gen- the pool of Betheſda; another while they carry up 
righ- our fouls to heaven, as they did to Lazarus, It were 
anicl, endleſs to inſtance in all the gracious offices which the 
God Angels perform. And is not here great encourage- 
ment to all the Saints? The children of Princes are 
not without their guard, no more are God's children; 
as they have an heavenly Father, ſo they have an hea- 
yenly guard to wait upon them, and to miniſter unto 
them. O mighty encouragement ! 


SECT. VI. 
Uſe of Admiration. 


HOW may this Angel- adminiſtration cauſe the 
Saints to admire at the kindeſs of the Lord towards 
them? Tou darlings of the Almighty, if others regard 
not, you have cauſe to wonder at this, that the An- 
gels, thuſe created Citizens of glory, ſhould receive 
you in your ſtraits, march after you in your ways, 
counſel you in your doubts, defend you in your dan- 
gers; in a word, that God ſhould charge all his Elect 
Angels to ſhew love and reſpect unto you, yea, to 
ſerve and to miniſter unto you. Stand amazed at this, 
O ye Saints! The Angels are the molt glorious crea- 
tures in the world; they are the gliſtering Courtiers 
of Heaven, the beautiful companions of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Job cails them“ Morning Stars,” in that, being new- 
ly created, they gave glory to the Creator, even as 
the birds in ſpring begin their notes, ard fing at break 
of day; and he calls them © Sons of God,” in that 
be doth uie them as children; they are very near to 
him; they do always attend kim, and contimually ſee 

0 


83 
his face; they have the privileges of ſons; „ The 
morning en „bing together, and the Sons 'of God 
ihout for joy.” Now that ſuch creatures ſhould wait 
an ſinful wretches, duſt and albes, worms, and not 
men, it is enough to caſt any man in the warld- into 
an amazement or aſtoniſhment. A wonder it is, that 
any creature, though inferior, ſhould be ſerviceable to 
man, that by fin hath loſt-bis dominion aver the crea- 
tures; a wonder it was that the ravens ſhould miniſter 
unto Elijah, but that all the Hoſt of Heaven ſhould 
be abaſcd (if we may ſpeak after the manner of men) 
i0 lo Jow a work, that Angels ſhould pertoru offices 
ol reſpet to the meaneſt Creatures; that an Angel, 
clothed with light and glory, ſhould come to Zachary, 
to Mary, and to the Shepherds ? What! Angels of 
God to wait upon thoſe who are the moſt defpiſed and 
rejected of men? Stand and wonder at this! „ When 
J conſider the Heavens, (faith David) the work of thy 
| fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordain- 
ed, v hat is man that thou art mindful of him, and the 
ton of man that thou viſiteſt him? for thou haſt 
made. bim a little lower than the Angels.“ This 
indeed is applied to Chriſt, Heb. ii. 6, 7, 9, 11. 
+ Who was made a little lower than the Angels, by 
the ſuffering of death, but now is crowned with glory 
and honour.” Yet, (faith the apoſtle) “ He that 
tanAifieth, and they who a'e ſanctißed are all one; 
for which cauſe he is not. aſhamed to call them bre- 
thren.”” Chriſt and we are of the lame nature, which 
though in ſome reſpect it be lower, yet it is but a lit- 
tile lower than the Angels; nay, in ſome reſpects are 
we higher than the Augels; ; for the Angels wait on 
the Saints, and the Angels are net fo married to 
Jeſus Chriſt in 2 myſtical union, as the Saints and 
People of Gd reſtored to his image. Admire at 
this, all ye Saints! Verily, there is ſomewhat in ho- 
zineſs more than the world feeth or knoweth, there 
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is ſome worth, or excellency, or conſanguinity in the 
Saints to Chriſt, or I cannot think that Chriſt would 
ſet ſuch a guard upon them as his own courtiers. The 
Angels are indeed near in alliance to Chriſt, but the 
Saints .are nearer. The Angels are God's Progeny, 


the Sons of Gd, and fo Chriſt is thew Brother; but 


man 1s allied nearer to Chriſt than. ſo, in that man is 
of God's lineage, and Chriſt is of man's lineage : And 
hence it is, that the Angels muft now ſtoop, and bow, 
and wait, and ſerve, and miniſter to the Saints. Are 


they not nearer allied than all the Angels? Unto 


which of the Angels faid he, at any time, „ You are 
my Sors, my Kinſmen, Brethren, Mother, Sifter, 
Spouſe ?”” An Angel is conſtantly called a miniſtring 
Spirit. but is nowhere read a friend of God, the Son 
of the Father, the delight of the Son of Man, the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit, wherein the Thrice glo- 
rious Trinity takes up his Manſion. Chriſtians, ad- 


mire! Here is enough to caſt you into an extaly : 


Come, view the Saints Pedigree, and tell me what 
you think bf it. 


/ 


e- 0: · o- 
THE 
SAINTS PEDIGREE. 


Chriſt is to us 


Our Lord, 1 Cor. i 8 
Our Friend. Cant. v. 16. 
# Our Fleſh and Blood, Heb. ih, 14. 
Out Brother, Heb. ii. 17. 
Our Father, Iſa. Ixili. 16. 
ODODur Huſhand, Rom. vii. 4. 
2 


— 
e 
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We are to Chriſt— 


His Servants, Rom. vi. 22. 
His Friends, John xv. 14. 
His Kiniſmen, Mark in. 21. 
His Prethren, Fchn vii. 3. 
Eis Sons, Gal. iti. 26. 
His Spouſc, Siſter, Love, Dove, &c, 
Cant. iv. Qs | 


We are both— 


One Vine, Jobn xv. 1. 
One Seed, Gal. iii. 16. 
One Temple, Epbeſe tt. 15. 
One Body, Rom. Xii. 5. 
One Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
One Chriſt, 1 Cor. xii. 12. 


Upon the view of this Line, Genealogy, Pedigree, 
call it what you pleaſe, methinks, my brethren, we 
ſhould cry out, „Lord, what is man that thou art 
mindful of him? For thou haſt made him higher than 
the Angels, and haſt crowned him with glory and ho- 
nour; thou haſt made him to have dominion over the 
works of thy hands, thou haſt put all things under his 


feet; O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the world.“ | 


— 


SECT. VII. 
Uſe of Magnanimity. | 
DO Angels wait on Heavens Heirs ? Come then, 


ye holy ones, and take an holy ſtate upon you; think 
' yourlelves too good to abaſe yourlelves to the werld 
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er to ſin, or to be ſlaves of men. Why you are kings, 
and have a mighty guard, arid therefore you ſhould 
carry yourſelves an{werable. Little do the men of this 
world think of this, or believe this truth. If they 
ke a man to have at his heels, a long train of earthly 
followers, in filks, fattins, or golden chains, and ſuch 
Fke braveries, Oh how are ſuch ſights gazed on? and 
| how are fuch men uſually ſtiked, Tour Greatneſs, 
Highneſs. Excellency ? Alas, alas! all is but beg» 
gary to the glory of the leaſt of the Saints of God, 
and of their attendants. I ſee, indeed, a great deal of 
gliſter in ſome of theſe earthly State-ſolemnities ; yet 
in all their pomps, they had need of a fair day, and 
clear fun-thine, or elſe Half cheir ſhew will be loſt: 
But Angels, the Saints attendants, enlighten the great- 
eſt darkneſs, Luke ii, 9. Acts Xii. 7. © Is not their 
countenance as lightning, and their raiment white as 
mow?” Matth. xxviii. 3. Oh, then! How ſhould this 
greaten the ſpirits of God's people? Why, think of it, 
you, whom it moſt concerns. It Was an high favoilr 
for Mordecai, a poor porter, to have Haman, the great 
pompous Peer of the Empire, to be his attendant, his b 
lacquey, or his footman for an hour. How much 
more honour is it for you poor worms, to have thoſe 
mighty Peers of Heaven, little Royes, Demigods, to | 
wart upon you continually? King Solomon, in all hi | 
royalty, in the midſt of his two hundred targets, a | | 
three hundied mields of Beaten gold, was not like one 
of the lilies of the field, much leſs like a Saint envi- 
roned, and ericompaſſed with a wall of Angels. Hence 
was that faying of Chriſt, « Deſpife not one of theſe 
Fittle ones: and why fo, Becauſe © in Heaven their 
Angels do always behold the face of my Father.“ The 
brighteſt Angels that look in the face of God, deſpiſe 
not to attend upon the meanelt Saints; apd how then 


ce. 


en, fliould' any deſpiſe them whom the Angels honour ? ; 
nk How ſhould any think them unworthy. of their com- 
1d 


pany, or countenance, whom the great Angels think 
C. 3 1 


; . 
moſt worthy of their ſervice and attendance? But 
eſpecially, how ſhculd any preſume to wrong the 
Saints, or to ruſh into God's Paradiſe, fuch as every 
true Chriſtian is, where ſtands the Angels of God with 
a flaming ſword, which turns every way ? It's enough, 
one would think, to affright all the men in the world 
from offering any violence. to any of God's people. 
But howſcever they carry, let Chriſtians carry as Hea- 
vens Heirs, let them © walk worthy of God, who 
bath called them to his Kingdom and Glory,” Let 
them conſider what Servitors and Miniſters God hath 
appointed to wait on them, and in the name of God 
let them carry themſelves anſwerably, and be holily 
Maganimous. Plutarch tells of Themiſtocles, that he 
accounted it not with his ſtate to ſtoop down to take 
up the ſpoils of the enemy, whom he” had ſcattered 


may, for you are not Themiſtocles.” If others mind 
the earth, and . earthly things, as the Swine that fol- 
low the trougb, and can look no higher, yet let the 
Saints, whom the Angels wait on, walk above the 
world, and above all things that are here below. 
Citizens of Reme might not accept of any other frec- 
dom in any other City; they accounted it a diſhonour 
to the freedom of Rome, to take freedom any where 
in the world beſides, You that are free of the king- 
dom of heaven, and that have the created citizers of 
Heaven to be your life guards, Oh do not entangle 
yourſelves with the things of earth, ſeek not to be 


you underſtand your own privileges, you are ſpiritual 
kings and queens, of an otherwiſe kingdom than this 
world, You have the privileges of a Council, to wit, 
God's Teſtimonies,” Pal. cxix. 24+ and the privi- 


G God's Angels.” Oh how ſhould this greaten your 
ſpirits. Let the Saints be joyful in glory ; let 
them ſing aloud upon their beds, Let the high praiſes 


in flight, but ſays to one of his followers, © You | 


free here, as if you had no better portion. Surely, if 


leges of a guard full of ſtate and ſtrength, to wit, 


„ 


God be in their mouths; and a two-edged ſword in 
cir hands: Jo execute vengeance upon the Hea- 


en,” at whole command is a legion of Angels. This 
our have all his Saints, 


SECT. VIII. 
Uſe of Exhortation. 


IS the miniſtring office of the Angels for Heavens 
eirs? Then to your dutics of communion with them. 
h improve this Ordinance ! Why, here is an Ordi- 
Ince of Jeſus Chriſt ſcarce thought on; the Angels 
iniſter to Saints, and the Saints almoſt, if not alto- 
ther, forget their duties which they owe to God and 
nit in that reſpect. What! my brethren, are you 
norant of ſuch an Ordinance ? Or, do you know it, 
d yet are you negligent? If you are ſimply igno- 
nt, and that your ignorance is of pure negation, and 
dt of evil diſpoſition, it is then high time to diſcover 
is myſtery of godlineſs to you, that you may be in 
e exerciſe of ſuch duties yet unknown; or, if you 
jow them, and are negligent of them, it is then high 
me to rouze, up your ſpirits, and to“ Stir up your 
re minds by way of remembrance, that you may be 
ndful of the words which were ſpoken before 
the Holy Prophets, and of the commandments of 
e apoſtles of our Lord and Saviour.” Howſoever 
ie caſe ſtands with you, I beſeech you hear, learn, 
aChiſe, and make uſe of this preſent Book and Work; 
s another meſſage that I have from God, another 
Irdinance that I would diſcover ; therefore, „Set 
our hearts to all the words that I teſtify to you this 
ay; for it not a vain thing, but it is for your 
ves. | | 

The motives I uſe, ſhall be only theſe jm 
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r. Angel-miniſtration, and our Communion wit 
them, is an Ordinance of  Jeſas Chriſt, It is an i 
titution of Chrilt, which hath connexed to it ſon 
kind of Spiritual efficacy to work on Souls. 4 
mongſt other intervening mediums, (faith Lay 
rence), there is one great Ordinance, - which y 
have not fo much eonſidered of, viz. That the go 
Angels, (the Chariots and Horſes), ſhquld relieve 
as they did Eliſha ; nor is their relief only as to out 


. wards, but in relation to our religious walking, ani 


— 


to our inward man.“ Were it nov fad: to loſe an 0 
dinance of Jeſus Chriſt? Or, if it be not loſt in reſpel 
of the living inſtrumeuts on their parts, yet is it ng 
{ad that we ſhould make no uſe of them? _ Miniſte 
are an Ordinauce of Chriſt; they are Meſfengers, It 


terpreters, (even as the Angels, and therefore are call 


ed Angels, Rev. i. 20.) their office is, „To deen 
unto man bis righteouſneſs; to pray men in Chrif 
ſtead to be reconeiled unto God; to gather togetht 
the Saints, to be Chriſt's Para- nymphs, to deal abou 
the getting of a Wife for the Lamb, to Cater fd 
Heaven, to bring, in. cuſtom for the kingdony of God, 


Miniſters and Angels are in the very ſame 5 1 17 


hand: 


Now, were it not ſad, that the minifters of Chril 


ſhould. be neglected or deſpiſed, What if yon hid 


Miniſters ? Is thero no uſe to be made of ſuch an 0 
dinance? The apoſtle tells yo, you cannot bave 40 
faving, knowledge, regeneration, or faith, without the 


vſe, Ido nat ſpeak what God may do extraordinarily, but 
this is God's ordinary way. How can they belic 
on him whom they have not heard? and how can the 


hear without a preacher ? L may ſay the fame of An 
gels in their was, for they are rational and living i 
ſtruments, they are Miniſters of God, and they adm 


niſter to us ſaving truths. An Angel told that ff 
news of the goſpel, Behold I bring you good tiding 
of great joy, which ſhall- be to all people.” + And ſbal 
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this Ordinance of Chriſt be without any conſideration 
how we may receive good from it ? God forbid. 

2. The Angels are an Ordinance ever preſent ; ſome 
other Ordinances may be taken from us : Men may 
take from us our Bibles, Teachers, Paſtors, or they 
nay impriſon us, where we cannot enjoy them; but 
hey cannot take from us the Holy Angels. When 
be High Prieſt, and all that were with bim, laid 
hands on the Apoſtles, and put them in the common 
rien, then the Angel of the Lord by night opened 
he priſon doors, and brought them forth, and ſaid, 
o ſtand and ſpeak in the Temple to the people all 
he words of this life. And when Peter was in priſon, 
leeping between two ſoldiers bound with two chains, 
and” the keepers before the door kept the priſon, 
bold the Angel of the Lord came upon him, and a 
ght ſhined in the priſon, and he {mote Peter on the 
de. and raiſed him up, ſaying, Ariſe up quickly.“ 
No priſon is fo cloſe, no keepers are ſo vigilant as to 
ep out Angels. Though we want, and may want 
ther Ordinances, yet we have the Angels as an Ordi- 
ance to walk up and down with us, whereſover we 
re, or whitherſoever we go. I cannot but remember 
hat ſpeech of a great divine, (Biſhop Hall) which 
* firſt reading exceedingly ſtuck with me. © The 
dd Lord forgive me, for that amongſt my other 
HMerices, I have ſuffered myſelf ſo much to forget, as 
is divine preſence, ſo the preſence of his Holy Angels. 
tis, 1 confeſs, my great ſin that I have filled my 
yes with other objects, and have been flack in return- 
vg praiſes to my God for the ' continual aſſiſtance of 
hoſe bleſſed and beneficient Spirits, which have ever 
macionfly attended me without intermiſſion, from the 
rſt hour of my conception to this preſent moment, 
eicher ſhall ever, I hope, abſent themſelves from my 
ttelage-and protection till they ſhall have preſented 
ay poor ſoul to her final glory.” If a good man of 
u holy gracious Spirit was ſo forgetful of them, that 
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he was fain to hal 4 Peccavi, © I confeſs my great fi 
and the good L forgive me.“ Methinks it {houli 
be a prevailing motive to work on us, fo to ca 
verſe with them, and to perform our reſpective du 
ties to them, as being ever preſent; without inte 
miſſion they wait upon us, How is it, that dagen 
without number we ſhould forget them and thel 
| Miniſtration ? 

3. The Angels are an Ordinance improving othe 
8 of Jeſus Chriſt. In this reſpect, there 3 
no fear of claſhing with other Ordinances. It is truß 
that the Lord never calls any afſembly to two dive ich 
employents at one and the ſame time, unleſe they 19 
ſubſervient the one to the other. Hence it is wif nd 
blame them, who coming into our congregations whelfiſ®® * 
ſome public Ordinances. are in hand; they betake then japd 
ſelves to their private devotions, and will rior ieverenoſ** 
ly (without more ado) compoſe themſelves to joi the 
with the Aſſembly in that Ordinance of God whid 
is in hand. We would not have Ordinances claſh 
only Angel- miniſtration in religious affairs will int 
hinder, but further our religious ſervices ; and Angel 
miniſtration in civil affairs will not hinder, but farthe 
our civil buſineſs. 1. In religious ſervices the Angel 
are aſſiſtant. It is faid, that they ſpggeſt ſuitable 
ſcafonable, and - pions thoughts at ſach a ſime. 
« When Cornelius was praying, be faw an Ange 
faying unto him, thy pfayers and thy #ms-are tot 
up as a memorial before God, And while Zcharii 
was executing the Prieſts office before God, there ap 
Ly onto him an Angel of the Lord on the right 

e of the altar of incenſe, ſaying thy prayer 
heard.” 2. In civil affairs the Angels are affiſtant 
60 They Thatl keep thee in all thy ways,” in thy vol © 
cation, or particular calling.” Now herein is the ex 
cellency of ſuch an Ordinance, that it is an add, 
tion and improvemetrt to all other Ordinances, an 2 
gument fufficient- to bind us to our dutics io! ret 


rence to it. 


Wen 


( 3s ) 


8. Angel-miniſtration, and our communion with 
em, is an Ordinance in oppoſition to Satan's temp- 
ations, and eur communion with them, it were e- 
jough-to amaze poor ſouls to confider “the Powers 
d Principalities that are againſt them;“ were they 
ut weak, they were leſs conſiderable ; but + we 
zeille not againſt flelh aud blood, (fanh the Apoſtle) 
t againſt Spirits, yea, * againſt ſpiritual wicked- 
ſes in beavenly places.” And yet as great as the 
Ver and policy of Devils are, they are leſs in power 
an the Holy Angels. | here was war in heaven, 
ichael and his Angels fought againſt the Dragon, and 
> Dragon fought and his Angels, and prevaled not.— 
al ſaw an Angel come down from Heaven, having 
he key of the Buttomleſs Pit, and a great chain in his 
japd, and he laid hold on the Dragon, that old Ser- 
gent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him 
thouſand years.“ Now here is the encouragement 
o our duties; not only God and Chriſt, who is the 
uthor and finiſher of our Faith, but even ſpiritual 
Wbſtances of good Angels proportionable to the other of 
ad Angels, contend with them and ſtand moſt valiant- 
on our ſide. 3807 | 
But what are thoſe duties of communion we owe 
be Angels in this reſpect? I antwer, 1. In general. 
In ſpecial. | | 
1. In general: As is their miniſtration, fo is our 
my of communion with them. Now in ſeveral 
ays do they adminiſter' to us, and ſo in ſeveral re- 
aas do we owe duties to God and them. There is 
proportion (if we can find it out) betwixt their Mi- 
filtration and our duty, and they anſwer one ano- 
her as in the glaſs face anſwers face. If they ſerve 
certainly there is ſomething of ſervice that we owe 
od and them. As the Lord could ſay, „If I be 
Father, where is mine Honour ? And if I be a Ma- 
Wer, where is my fear?” So if the Angels ſtand 
WW any relation towards us, it cannot be, but pro- 


( 38 * 
portionable or duns duties are to be performed by 
us. 


2. In ſoecial As the kinds of their Miniſty, 
tion differ at ſeveral time, ſo are we to obſerve they 


Miniſtration at theſe times, and ta return ſuitable di 


ties. At the firſt they miniſter in one kind, and and 
they miniſter in another kind; as our ſeveral needs ar 
at ſeveral times, ſo are ok ſeveral miniſtrations ig 
thoſè times. Ex. gr. When I was in my mother; 
womb they miniſtred thus; and when I was born, al 
yet an infant, they miniftred thus; and when 1 wn 
grown, and coine to riper years, they miniſtred thus; aud 
when I die, and go out of the world, they will mins 
thus; and when 1 ſhall rife again, nd. come'to judge. 
ment they will miniſter thus. Now. here is my duty, 
1. To conſider their ſeveral mipiſtrations at thoſe & 
veral times. 2. To return ſuitable duties at time 
ſeaſonable, as I am in their ſeaſon to perform all oth 


dutics. 


SECT. IX. 
Ude of Direction. 


AND this is that ſpecial uſe which I aimed at, and 
which | had farſt in my eye, when 1 begun this work 
It is an uſe of direction, whercin I ſhall firſt lay com 
the office of Angels, and then our office. Firſt, whit 
they do in their times, and then what we muſt do i 
our times, in anſwer to them and their miniſtrations 
And O that the Lord would bleſs this work te thee that 
readeſt! O that he, on whoſe errand I come, would ſpeal 
himſelf to thy ſoul, for he is able to inſtruct, hs 
when he teasheth, all are ſcholars, . 
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CHAP. I. SECT. 1. 


Of the time when the Angels firt begin their Mini- 9 
k | ſtration. 
„„ ee 


HE firſt period wherein the Angels miniſter to 
Heavens Heirs, it is from their quickening in 
the womb, till their birth. Come, then, and firſt, ſee 
the Miniſtration of Angels at this time; and, ſecond- 
ly, learn, and practiſe we thoſe ſeveral duties, that 
elpecially concern the Saints in that reſpect. | 
1. For the Miniſtration of Angels in that period, 
molt . probable it is, that then they begin their Mini- 
ſration. The exact beginning is indeed queſtionable ; 
ſome would have it to begin at the firſt hour of concep- 
tion. © They have graciouſly attended me, faith Biſhop | 
Hall, + without intermiſſion, from the firſt hour of 
my conception, to this preſent moment.” Others, at 
the firſt infuſion of the ſoul. © Their care begins,” fay 
they, „ as foon as the child is quickened in the womb, 
for that that they have then another diſtin charge to 
look after. Others, at — of the elect ; God re- 
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vealing to the Angels who ate ſuch, by requiring their 
attendance on them then. From their birth to the end 
of their life,“ faith Zanchius,. © Angels are aſſigned of 
God to wait on the ele.” Others at the baptiſm of 
infants. Origen, recounting many opinions, ddth men. 
tion this; which is very improbable ; for then it is in the 
pow er af parents, wha ſet the time 6f baptifin, to ſay, 
when the Angels ſhall begin their office over their 
children, but the elect are precious and dear to God 
before, as after the Ordinance of Baptiſm. Others at 
the time of converſion. Of which two reaſons are gi- 
ve pp 
1. Becauſe the Angels know not, the. decrees before 
that election be declared in converſion. But this we 
deny. ON | 

5 Beeauſe in the ſtate of Nature, a man is under 
the wrath of God, and is vexed with evil ſpirits, that 
hurry him to fin, and rule in the children of difobe- 
dience ; but, although this cannot be denied, yet God 
is reſolved that all his elect ſhall have inviſible ſupports 
againſt Satan, to preſerve them carefully as choſen vel- 
ſels, againſt the time that he ſhall. manifeſt himfelf un- 
to them; and it is ſufficient to Angels, that God 


wills their attendance, and that hereafter they ſhall } 


tliſcern ſome fruit of their attendance, For my part, 
amidſt all theſe differences, F cloſe only with them 


who ſay, that the Angels begin the execution of their 


Charge when the ſoul is infuſed, And the reaſons are 
hd—_—_—_  * 223 | if 

* 1. Becauſe: the child hath then a diffin& being of 
His Own. | | 


2. Becauſe then it is a perſon conſiſting of ſoul and 


dody. 
J. Becauſe God's providence over ſoul and body, 
*of wbich the Angels are ſervants), taketh date thence. 
Thou haft covered me,“ faith David, “in my mo- 
kzber's womb.” The Lord, in framing our bodies, and 
creating our fouls in our mather's womb, did then co- 
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yer his tender work with his mighty power from all 
inconveniences, as with a ſhield; and therefore then 


did he Angels begin their Miniſtration. 


SECT. Il. 
Of the Manner of Angel Miniſtration at that Time. 


BUT how do the Angels miniſter at .ſuch a time ? 
1 anſwer, they keep, prelerve, defend, deliver and ſu- 
fain and ſtrengthen babes, even in the womb. I can 
not think that they have only one office at ſach a 
time, but that ſometimes they attend them for good, 
and ſometimes they deliver them from evil. The caſe 


fands thus: In the creation or infulion of the. ſoul, 


which is all one; for, © Creando infunditur, et infun- 
dendo creatur, the Angels receive their commiſſion, 
4 if the Lord ſhould ſay, © Come, bleſſed Angels, 
here is a creature that ſhall at laſt fill up the room of 
fome fallen Angel, and then it ſhall be like ta your- 
felves, and yod {hall love it as you love yourſelves ; 
but, in the mean time, it is my pleaſure, that you 
mould miniſter unto it, and keep it ſafe.” Which is 
no ſooner ſaid, but they are prompt and ready to de 
God's wil ' WL 2 
We may wonder at this, that the Angels ſhould 
thus miniſter to man after his fall, which they never 
did before. In that callation betwixt Innocent Adam, 
Second Adam, Renewed Adam, and Old Adam, it 
is laid, that the Angels did neither miniſter unto, nor 
keep the firſt Adam, before .the fall, becauſe the was' 
in no danger, only they loved bim. The Angels, in- 
deed, miniſtered unto Chriſt, the Second Adam, and 
Joved him, but did not keep him, for he was Com- 
prehenſor, as well-as Viator, Chrilt is the head of 
Angels, and therefore he is not kept by them. The 
Angels now miniſter to the renewed Adam, yea, they 
D 2 5 
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4 prerogative that the Saints have above Chriſt, but ra. 
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love him, and keep bim, and yet this argues not any 


ther their weakneſs and wants, that they have need dl 
the Angels to preſerve them, as young children ſtand 
in need of nurſes to wait upon them. But as for Old 
Adam, or wicked reprobates, the Angels neither mi. 
niſter to them, nor love them, nor keep them, in re- 
ſpect of any ſpecial and particular keeping. It may 
be the Angels are ſometimes miniſters of outward 
things, even to the wicked, as the. Angels brought 
down Manna in the wildervels to the bad Iſraelites, 
as well as good, but they have not that particular care 
of the wicked, as they have of the elect of God; they 
come not up and down upon the ladder, Chriſt, to 
miniſter to them, as they do to the elect. Now this 
- keeping. of the clect, is not only in this life, but all 
the while that they are in the mothers womb. 


8 ECT. III. 
| Experiences of this Truth. 


OF this, as of all the reſt, I would give in bone 
experiences for further clearing. 
1. An ancient matron, having many children, and 
| having left bearing for the ſpace of. twelve years, the 
Lord then unexpeRtedly gave her to conceive ; ſhe 
wondered, and apprehending . nothing but ill health, 
purpoſed on ſuch a day to take phyſic ; but the night be- 
fore, if I miſtake not, the felt the child ſtir in her 

womb, and then ſhe brake out, as Sarah did, “ What! 
after I am waxed old, ſhall I bear a child, my Lord 
being old alſo ? Hereupon the ohykc was romoved, 
the child preſerved, and rightly called Iſaac, in imi- 
tation of old Abraham and Sarah, who lauy bed at the 
news of the Angel, that they ſhould have a fon in their 
old age,” Gen. xvii. 17.— viii. 12. 
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” Three godly women in the Ifle of Gaſes 
condemned to be burut for their religion, and tho 

one of them was great with child, yet found ſhe no 
favour. As they were all three in the fire, the belly 
of the waman breaking wath the vehemancy of the 
flame, the infant (being a fair man child) fell into the 
fre; which being L and carried to the bailiff, he 


cemmanded it to be taken back, and thrown into the 


fre ; whereby after it was born, aud prefered ** the 
e's it * 2 Martyr, Clarke. 


SECT. Iv. 


* 


ot the Duties that concern us in this refpeR. + 


2. THE go that coneern us in this ſpl . 
either parents duties or childrens, 

1. For the parents. gels 

1. Parents may rejoice at this, that the holy An 
attended them, dvd Parry Ha and pictures at 
themſelves. Lou that are mathers Ent with oy 
are not you ſometimes in trouble, frar and peril ?. be 
not diſcouraged, for che Angels attend your motions, 
and all occurrences for the 11 n 
both of you and yours. ed. chat w 
Mary ſaluted Elizabeth, the babe ſprang in her 
for joy, and Eligabetb was filled with the haly;Ghoſt, | 
Luke 3 i. 14, Some think: that this ſpringing of the 
babe Was by the preſence of an angel with John, 
otherwiſe. that little ewbrys had been incapable, of Tuch 

lections, and niptions,. according to the courſe, of na- 
ture,; and, immediately. it follows, Elizabeth was filled 
with the | ol Ghoſt. A ſerious. conſideration gf the 
Angels 75 ring to ſuch embrycs, may be a. bleſſed 
means to Hl. you with the comforts 88 Gade W. 5 
© rejoice in this! nor js. that all ; 

2, Parents ought to pray, not to the Angels, but to- 
the God of. Angels, for ** favour, aſſiſtance, and pro- 
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tection of the Angels to their infants. I know ſuch 


prayers are not uſual, but is not that a neglect of duty 
to our babes? when David prayed againſt his enemies, 


he could ſay, Let the Angel of the Lord chace them, 
and let the Angel of the Lord perſecute them, Pſalm 
XXV. 5, 6. How much more may we ſay for our ten. 
der infants in the womb, Let the Angel of the Lord 
d them, and let the Angel of the Lord keep them,” 
HManoab and his wife were very careful what to do for 
the babe which muſt be born to deliver Iſrael out of 
the Philiſtines hands; and therefore after the Angel 
had appeared to the woman, and told her, © Then 
Manoah intreated the Lord, and laid, O my Lord, let 
the man of God,” or the Angel of God, which thou 
didit ſend, come again unto us, and teach us what we 
ſhall do unto the child that ſhall be born; and God 
*hearkened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel el 
' God came again.“ Indeed when be came, he would 
| have no burnt offering offered unto. him, but gave di- 
rection, If thou offer a burnt offering thou mul 


offer it unto the Lord,” Angels would not be praye! 

_ - unto, nor worſhipped, Rev. xix. 10.—— xxii. 9. But 

yet in reference to the Angels, we find here Manoah 

praying, and offering unto the Lord, and if he pray 

| | For Angel- directiqn, how, much more may we turn ths 

3 —_ unto prayers for Angel protection, and mini- 
ation to theſe poor infants yet unborn, 

2, For the children or parties themſelves when grown, 

I. Let them know and be acquainted with thei 


| "Ingel Pig vs When David conſidered how. ke was 

"made in fecret and curiouſly wrought. in the Jowelt 
* of the earth, and covered in his mother's womb 
de cried out marvellous are thy works, and that my 


Foul knows right well) 


+ keepers before we are 


_ *dravour to know them. 


2 1 
born, 


t is enough to have Angel 


but in time we ſhould en- 


It is fad to be ignorant lil 
of ſuch a glorious truth. Surely God would have vs ac 
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quainted with his works, and to bear witneſs of what 
we know to his glory. 


2. Let them praiſe God for the Angels miniftring 
to them in the womb, Thou art he, ſaid David, that 
took me out of 'the womb, and thou art he that pre- 
ſerves me in the womb. The Lord doth many things 
for us, which at that time when he doth them, we 
cannot obſerve ; it is our duty therefore to look upon 
them afterwards, that they may furniſh us with mat- 
ter of praiſe to God? but why is not Praiſe rendered 
to the Angels: as well as to God? becauſe God will 
not give his glory to another. Angels muſt have their 
due but they. muſt not rob God of his praiſe; whatſo- 
ever inſtruments and means the Lord makes uſe of, the 
ſpiritual eye pierceth through them, and looks on God, 
and gives him all the glory, You that hear of this 
Angel-miniſtration in the womb, O praiſe the Lord! 
it is, if you rightly apprehend it, a ſmothered wonder, 
and ſo glorious a work of God, that he deſerves perpe- 
tual praiſe from you for that one work. Thou art he 
that preſerved me in, and took me from my mother's 
bowels ; my praiſe ſhall be continually of thee, 

3+ Let them act their faith, and truſt in God, even 
becauſe of this; to this end are all the experiences of 
God's love to his ſaints, that they might flir up their 
Raith, and truſt God more. O then among other ex- 
periences of God's dealings, make uſe of this for ſtrength- 
ening of your faith! „ Thou art my hope, O Lord 
God ; thou art my truſt from my youth, by thee I 
bave been holden up from the womb.” As ſatan makes 
aſſault after aſſault againſt laith, ſo ſhould we raiſe bul- 
wark after bulwark,. for defence thereof, After we 
have looked upon other mens experiences, we ſhould re- 
count our own experiences of God's care towards us, 
and make uſe of all Gad's dealings for our ſtrengthning. 
Thus Lord thou didſt for me in my youth and 
childhood and infancy. Thou didſt make me hope 
when I was upon my mother's breaſt, I was caſt upon 


of love; were it but a little love, yet long love miglt 


number than the ſand ; when IJ awake 1 am ſtill with 
thee,“ Oh! that eur ſouls were awaked, and Oh! that 


c conſideration of God's love, and af the Angels' love to 


Of the Muhen of. Angels in our Infancy and 
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thee from the womb, thou art my God from my ms. 
ther's belly; yea in the womb, before I was bor, 
thou didſt cover me, and guard me by the An gels, and 
therefore how ſhould 'I hs believe? how am T torcet 
to acknowledge that the Lord never leaves me, even 
when I leaſt perceive his preſence ? Here's mighty ei. 
<ouragenent for faith. 

4. Let them love God and his Angels, for this earl 
miniſtration of Angels. Antient love is.a loadftone 


beget love again. Why, God hath loved us from ever- 
laftrg, and the Angels have loved us from our fick 
beginning, and therefore how fhould we but love then 
again? David's conſideration of God's mercy toward 
us in the womb, took up his heart and .raviſhed hi 
Fpirit': yea he was fo exceedingly taken with it, that 
he cob not off it: © Thine eye did ſee my ſubſtancy, 
yet being imperfect and in thy book all my member 
were written, which in continuance were faſhionel, 
When as yet there was none of them; how precious are 
thy thoughts unto me, O God, how great 'is the ſun 
of them?” if 1 ſhould count them, they are more in 


our ſpiritual ſenſes were renewed, that upon a fcriou 


us in the womb, we might love again, and in a holy 
cry out, How * ate thy thouglits, unto 
me, 0 ye wick of God 
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| Childhood. 


THE 2058 period, 3 the Meats bil 
ts dere! here i from their birth to their A 
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or riper years: this takes up the time of infancy and 
childhood. And in proſecution of this, firſt ſet we the 
object before us at this time, and ſecondly, learn and 
practiſe we thoſe ſeveral duties that will naturally flow . 
from ſuch an object. . 52 
1. For the object, viz. The miniſtration of Angels 
in our infancy and childhood. The ſcriptures are ex- 
a1 preſs; “ Take heed that ye deſpiſe not theſe little 
dom ones, for 1 ſay unto you, that in heaven their Angels L 
ige do always beho'd the face of my Father which is in \ 
heaven,” By little ones, I do not exclude the adult; | 
6-0 bo reſemble little children in ſome imitable qualities; 
hen vor would I exclude little children whom our Saviour 
ard; propounds as a pattern for the imitation of the adult, 
Mat. 18. 2, 10. But I would rather take in, and ſay, 
that little ones is meant thoſe who are little in ſtature, as 
nes, ie child ſet in the midſt of them, or little in grace, 
wen batts, eſteem, as ſome of the diſciples were, or little in 
nel their own eyes, as all the elect are or muſt be. All | 
bee have their Angels, and therefore none of theſe 3 
ſan wust be diſpiſed. When Chriſt was but a babe, the 
re in Agel of the Lord appeared to Joſeph in a dream, ſay- 
with ing, ariſe, and take the young child and his mother, 
tha nd flee into Egypt, and be there until I bring thee 
tiow word. And when Herod was dead, the Angel appeared 
ie gain to Joleph in Egypt, ſaying, ariſe, and take 
the young child with his mother, and go into the 
land of Iſrael. Thus was Chriſt provided for in his 
cradle by an Angel. When Hagar had not where- 
withal to feed her child, “ ſhe caſt the child under a 
ſbrub,” and ſhe went and ſat her down over againſt him 
good way off, ſaying, © Let me not ſee the death 
of the child ;” and ſhe ſat over againſt him, and lift up 
her voice and wept, and God heard the voire of the 
Jad, and when the Angel of the Lord called to Hagar | 
dut of heaven. and ſaid unto her, © What aileth thee : 11 
Hagar? fear not, for God hath heard the voice of the | 
Lad where he 1s, Ariſe, lift vp the lad, and hold him. in 
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'pretative kind of imploration, that God would ble ls ar 


ing, if this was ſpoke of eternal redemption, it went 


of Angels. 


*hood ? I anſ wer, 
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thine hand, for I will make of him a great nation; Ife 
and God opened her eyes, the faw a well of water, and le 
the went and filled her bottle with water, and gave the d 
lad a drink.“ Here was an Angel calling, comforting, Wis 
and directing Hagar in her child's behalf, and yet“ 
Hagar and Iſhmael were not elect: when Jacob blel- 
fed the two ſons of Joſeph, he ſaid, the Angel which 
Tedeemed me from all evil, bleſs (or keep) the lads, 
Many think this was the great Angel of the covenant 
to hom Jacob prayed for a bleſſing on Joſeph's ſong 
and the rather, becauſe he is ſaid to redeem him from 
all evil, which is properly peculiar to Jeſus Chrill ; but 
*others ſay, that this form of prayer was only a inter. 


Keep Joſeph's ſons by his Angels; and for that of redeen- 


indeed peculiar to Chriſt. 4 But Jacob (ſaith Dingley) 
Tpeaks here of redemption and deliverences from tempo. 
ral evils, which is confeſſed to be a. main office of An. 
3 And Chry ſoſtome, Baſil, Rivius, Mercerius (u 

e cites them) quote this very place for the deputation 


, er. 325 ©: 
Of the Manner of Angel-Miniftration at that Time 
BUT how do the Argels miniRer to us in our chiloWpet 


1. They keep us from evil. Were it not ſo, int 
how many dangers ſhould we fall? Indeed, a wonds 
it is, that moſt children are not disfigured, and lame 
with bruiſes and fearful miſcarriages, with cutting 28 
burning themſelves, * as hundreds and thouſands of or 
-portunities are offered, but that Angels are very dil 
gent to keep them out of harm's way. When fatis 
and mother forfake me, faith David, then will the Let 


(aa 1 
take me up.” When parents are without natural af. 


n: MWfc&ion, when nurſes are careleſs, and children of reſt» 
und 


les, ſtirring, climbing diſpoſitions, then doth the guar- 
dianſhip of Angels eſpecially, appear. To this purpoſe 
is Chemnetius cited by the atoreſaid. author, ſaying, 
yet ! Infants are obnoxious to ſuch. and ſo many dangers, 
lef- chat no anxiety of parents, or diligence of ſervants can 
nich ſecure them without the tuition of Angels.” And Ger- 
ads. Won (obſerves the like, “ Whence is it, faith he, that 
nant Witle children are preſerved from, ſo many perils. of 
ons, their infancy, as fire, water, falls, ſuſfocation, but by 
rom the agency of Angels?“ 
bor 2. They keep us in health. Some ſay, that much 
ater- hyſic ſhould not be adminiſtred to infants, it is not 
$ or lafe to be too much tampering with ſuch. tender things, 
en- and I ſuppoſe there is leſs need, in. that Angels them- 
wert elves are inſtead of phyſicians to ſuch: weak patients. 
gley) nie Mr Dyke's ſaying, © Angels help, to remove diſ- 
:mpo-{ales and evils, as the devil helps to bring them on us. 
Ar And to. that purpoſe they may have an hand in, the 
us (Ale of och means as are for our bodily. health, Angels 
atione the rockers (ſaith the ſame author) of babes and 
ſucklings, their inviſible hands are doing for them, 
when we little think of auy ſuch matter. It may be 
ſome are ſick, and yet recover, and we attribute it to 
his or that means, when indeed the inſtruments was 
an heavenly, Angel.“ Certainly, ſaid our divine Se- 
eca, [Bp. Hall}, there are many thouſand events 
herein common eyes ſee nothing but nature, which 
et are effected by the miniſtration of Angels. As 
ben fudden cures were wrought at the pool of Beth-, 
da, it might perhaps be attributed by many to ſome | 
deneficial - conſtellation, but we know out of the even- 
geliſt, that an Angel deſcended and moved the water 
Wd made it healing. Where we find. a probability of ſe- 


of end cauſes in nature, we are apt to confine our 
ry dig booghts from looking higher, yet even then there are 
1 fathegzvany times unfeen hands. How much more when the 
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- of nature, it muſt needs be of an higher efficiency, ex. 
| 1 Have we ſeen a poor weak child raiſed up from 
d 


"maſters, that they inſtruct them, admoniſh them, cor. 


len, and the good Angels would have theſe places fille 
up again with ſaints. Hence they take care eſpecially 
of their ſouls, tacitly revealing to them the my ſteris 


at leaſt the Angels care, that both children and adult 


| ſaying, © Ariſe and go towards the ſouth. “ And ans 
ther Angel ſpake'to Cornelius, ſaying, © Send to Jopph 


- dinary preachers, leſt they dazzle us (their brightuc 
being unſuitable to our weak conditions) yet are thi 


| myſteries of the goſpel. And ſomething more the At 
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work is above thee power of any ſecondary cauſe ? thi 
carries its own evidence without diſpute, that if it be yet 


ly ſickneſs when all natural helps have given hin 
2 then have the Angels of God been his ſecret phy. 
clans. | 
3. They teach and tutor us: ſome think that Ab- 
gels help little mfants to ſpeak and go, but kowſoerer 
they are as tutors and ſchoolmaſters to them. Zanchy 
compares them “ firſt to nurſes, and then to ſchool. 


rect them, comfort them, defend them from all evil, 
and incite them to all good.” Amidſt all their office 
(which are almoſt infinite) this 1 believe is the Angel 
care of little children, that they be © brought up it 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4 
Heaven is the place whence many good Angels are fu. 


of grace, not ſo, as if the Angels office were to preach 
the word; that miniſtry is not committed to them, 
but to the apoſtles, and others called to it; but it ul 


ſhould be taught in church by men appointed and pre 
pared by the Angels. Thus the Angel ſpake to Phil 
when he was to preach the goſpel to the eunuch 


and call for one Simon Peter, who ſhall tell thee whit 
thou oughteſt to do, If the Angels are not our 0. 


— 


God's inſtruments to provide preachers for us, that bf 
tlem we may be inſtructed in the law of God, and tb 
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gels do, in that they ſuggelt to infants pious thovglth 
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ind tacitly provoke them to a pious life, and draw out 
of them ſuch gracious holy words, that the Pſalmiſt's 
ſaying is verified, © Out of the mouths of the babes 
and ſucklings thou haſt ordained ſtrength,” Thus when 
the children cried in the temple, + Hoſanua to the 
fon of David,” and therefore the prieſts and ſcribes 
were ſore diſpleaſed, gets made their apology, ſaying, 
Have ye never read, out of the mouths of babes and 
ſucklings haſt thou perfected praiſe ?” certainly thoſe 
Hoſanna's of the children were above nature, or ac- 


quired parts, or parents education, and therefore they 
08 taught them by the Angels. 


SE GT. III. 
| Experiences of this Truth. ow 
XPERIENCES. 1. For keeping us from evil. 
infant being laid in his bed with ſome ſervants 
he 


s near morping found out of the bed amon 
wooden and iron tools, enough to bave killed hiin, he 


W was taken pp cold, yet without any harm, and being 


ad in the warm Bed he revived, and ſo was Foul 
preſerved. 

A child fell into a river of waters, and being car- 
ned down the ſtream, was at laſt taken up for dead, 
but after ſome time he revived, and next day 1 dv 
him, and telling him, that God had given him a new 
life, the child wept, I defired him to remember it, im- 
prove it, and to thank God for that mercy, all his days. 

A child playing at the fide of a pond, fell into it, 
where it was like to periſh. Near the pond was an 
houſe, where only was one man reading a book, but it 
pleaſed God he was ſuddenly fo troubled, though he 
knew not for what, that he could read no longer; 
whereupon he walked up and down the room, but could 
nat be quiet; when he walked forth, he eſpied a ſtraw- 
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hat ſwimming upon the water, and looking carneſtly, he 
ſaw the child riſe to the top of the water, and fo catch 
ing hold of it, drew it out, and ſaved its life. White 
There was a maid, who lived with her mother i 
Bargamus, and was in one and the ſame night by | 
ſtrange wonder brought into the city of Venice; they 
in the family where ſhe arrived, were near allied to her, 
and coming into the chamber where ſhe was, and find. 
ing her unexpectedly ſtark naked, without any line 
not ſo much as a rag to cover her, gently demanded d 
her, how ſhe came thither ? where her cloaths were ? and 
what was the cauſe of her coming? The poor girl being 
much aſhamed, and mixing her bluſhes with many tean 
made anſwer to this purpoſe : „This very night when 
1 lay betwrxt aſleep and awake in my bed, I perceive 
my mother ſteal ſoftly from my fide, thinking I bal 
not ſeen her, and tripping herſelf of all her linen, fix 
took from her cloſet a box of- ointment, which open- 
ing, The anointed her arms therewith under the arg 
pits and ſome other parts of the body, which done, {he 

| Took a ſtaff, which Rood ready in a corner, which (ht 
had no ſooner beſtrid, but in the inſtant ſhe rid (or r. 
ther flew) out of the window, and I ſaw her no more; 
at which being much amazed, and the candle ſtill bum 
ing by me, I thought in my ſelf to try a childiſh cow 
eluſion, and riſing from my bed, took down the ſame 
box, and anointing myſelf, as I had before obſerve 
ber, and making uſe of a bed-ſtaif in the like manner, 
I was ſuddenly brought hither in a moment, where 1 
was no ſooner entered, but I eſpied my mother in the 
chamber with a knife in her hand, with purpoſe. (as | 
thought to kill this my young nephew, pointing to a 
child in the cradle, but ſhe was hindred by finding me 
here, who no ſooner ſaw me, but ſhe began grievoully 
to threat me, and came near to ſtrike me, in which fear 
I began to call upon God to help me, whoſe name | 
bad no ſoomer uttered, but ſhe inſtantly vaniſhed, and 
I am left here even as you found me.“ Whereupe 


% 


* 
999 * "wo " 


* 


C 1 
4b. her kinſman, the maſter of the bouſe, writ down, and 
hits Preeping the maid ſtill with him, ſent to the inquiſitor 
er ner tbe place, where the mother of the girl, his kinſwo- 
_— lived in good repution, and no way ſuſpeRted ; 
they before whom ſhe was called, and queſtioned (as the 


her, nner of that country is, upon the like probability 


at length ſhe” confeſſed every particular before men- 


l | N.. 

ud oned ; to which ſhe added, that ſhe had no leſs than 
! ſundry times been tranſported by the devil, only 
Xing with a malicious intent to kill that young child; but 


ſhe found him always at her arrival ſo guarded (by 
Angels, and) by the bleſſings and prayers of his de- 
our religious parents, that ſhe had no power over 
him. Barthol. Spinæus. JJ 


* 3. For prelerving of health and life. 9 
f WH A child being begotten and born of ancient, ſickly, 
"" Sand difcaſed parents, was hereditarily infirm, add ſo 


preſſed with childrens maladies, that the phyſician 
opeluded that he would not be Jong lived; whence 


* mil, gave him fuch a portion, in caſe he ſhould live to 
um. age of 14 years; weak he was, and many ſickneſſes 
con bad, and yet ſtill the Lord raiſed him up, and uv» 


a reſtored him to health and ſtrength, that he 

palled over thoſe fourteen years, and, yet lives. Oh 

_ this may be to God's glory, and the churches edi- 

Ing. : | 

7 At the taking of Bolton by P. Rupert, amongſt 
others then ſlain, there was one William Iſher wood, 


bug ane his wife; and Felice their daughter, being then but 
* eleven weeks old, lay pityfully crying at the breaſt of 


+ ber dead mother; but it fo pleaſed God, that an old 
J Woman the wife of one Ralph Helne, of the ſatue 


= town, aged about 70 years, who bad not given fuck 
for abov X : ; * 
* r above 20 years before, ſeeing and hearing the child, 


tompaffioned and took it up, and having neither food 


en Wi for tierfelt, nor for the infant in that common calamity, - 


E 2 


nd ſuſpicion) put to the mercy of the tormentor, and 


the father drawing nigh to bis death; and making his 
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to ff! the child, ſhe laid it to her breaſt ; and behold 
the goodneſs of God, who provides for the young ra- 
vens that cry! the child ſucking, milk came into ber 
breaſt, wherewith ſhe nouriſhed it, to the admiration 
and aſtoniſhment of all beho!ders.* 

Iſenbard, an Earl in Swevia, had to wife one Jermen- 
trudis, who grievouſly accuſed one of her neighbours of 
adultery, becauſe ſhe had been delivered' of fix children 
at a birth; but it ſo fell out afterwards, that herſelf 
(her huſband being abroad in the fields) was delivered 
of twelve children, all males. She fearing the like in- 
famous puniſhment, as by her inſtigation bad been in- Boy 
ficted on the former woman, commanded the nurſe to if fear 
kill eleven of them. The nurſe going to execute the f the 
will of the lady, was met by her Lord, then returning ly 
bomewards; he demanded what ſhe carried in her lap! I her 
ſhe anſwered puppies; he would needs ſee them, and If ſhe 
openiyg her apron, found the infants. Whereupon he If hov 
examined the matter, found out the truth, enjoining Il fide 
the nurſe to be ſecret, and to put the children to ſome all. 
nurſe abroad; and when they were fix years old, he fall 
made a feaſt, apparelled the boys alike, and preſented I and 
them to their mother, ſhe miſdoubting the truth, con- der 
ſeſſed her fault, obtained pardon, and owned her chil- ¶ in 
: dren. Heylen. 4 | 7 

A. miniſter in the late rebellion in Ireland, flying for WU ſhe 
his life to Dublin, his wife and children followed after WW Hift 
him; in their journey being very weary, thev all a- vo 
greed, when night came, to fit down under the lee of ¶ un 
an Iriſh mountain for it was froſt and ſnow ; The mi- ane 
niſter's wife had a young child, called John Teate, IU tle 
hanging upon her breaſts, which were become diy an 
through her manifold griefs, and want of fleep three ¶ ne: 
nights together; the child 'cried and groaned, and for IM th 
want of nouriſhment, was ready to die: The ſad mother, i e 
not being able to endure the groans and cries of her babe, i as 
aroſe up from the company (who ſat all together as cloſe 
as they could, with children on their laps, to keep oue 
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another warm) purpoſing to leave her child by himſelf, 


that ſhe might be freed: from thoſe heart paring fobs 
and wailings. And here behold the Lord, who hath 


promifed to be feen of his ſervants in the time of need, 


appeared even literally in this mount; for ſhe ſtooped 
down with a bleeding heart, and eyes full of tears, 
there to leave her little one upon the ground ſhe eſpied, 
or rather felt upon the rock (it being then ſomething 
dark, only the ſnow caſt ſome little light) a ſucking 
bottle, which ſhe opened, taſted of what was within it, 
and found it to be full of milk, which the Iriſh call 
Bonny Clabbo; ſhe put it to the child's mouth, with 
fear Teſt he, never having ſucked before out of any bot- 
tle beſides the breaſt, would not draw it; but he readi- 
ly fucked his belly full, and fell afleep: the mother 
hereat aſtoniſhed, returned unto the company, and 
ſhewed what ſhe had found; who much admired it, 
how or whence that bottle could come thither, con- 
fidering that the place was far from any habitation at 


all, and the veſſel lay upon the top of the ſnow. lately | 


fallen; but ſome of them called to mind. Hagar's ſtory 
and related it to the reſt, ** How that when ſhe was wan- 
derihg in the wilderneſs of Berſheba, the water was ſpent 
in the bottle, and ſhe caſt her child under one of the 


flirubs and went, and fat her down a good way off, for 
the laid, let me not ſee the death of the child, and ſhe. 


luft up her voice and wept; and then God heard the 


Voice of the lad, and the Angel of the Lerd called 


unto Hagar out of heaven, and God opened her eyes, 
and ſhe faw a well of water, whereat ſhe filled the bot- 
tle and gave the lad drink,” Theſe things compared. 
and laid together, afforded them matter of” thankful- 
neſs to God, for his providence, and'vf more comfort 
than any feaſt could have done: from thence they 
concluded (as if the Angel had ſpoke to them as well 


u Hagar) that they ſhould not fear, and that God: 
who had fo wonderfully preſerved the infant, would in 


nue manner Ss all: which accordwgly 
AE 
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came to paſs; for the next day they came to Vir. 


ginia, where they all found free, unexpected and plen- 


tifully refreſbing, even a table in the wilderneſs, and 


within two or three days after, they came ſafe to 
Dublin, their deſired harbour. Dr Teate. 

23 For teaching or tutoring of Infants. 

A child being very young, much affected his an- 
cient and reverend father with his reading of the Bible, 


and with his queſtions and anſwers ; which drew from 


his father theſe words, that if the child but lived, he 
verily believed he would ſuck in learuing, as a child 
doth milk. This minds me of what was ſaid of Origen, 
(in whom was certainly much of the Angels tutor- 
ing) that his father brought him up from his child- 


| heod moft ſtudiouſly in all good literature, but elpe- 


cially in the reading and exerciſe of holy Scripture, 


| Wherein he had ſuch inward and myſtical, ſpeculation, 


that many times he would move queſtions to his fa- 
ther of the meaning of this place or that place in 
Scripture; in ſo much that his father divers times 
would uncover his breaſt being aſleep, and kils it, gi- 
ving thanks to God, who had made him ſo happy a 


father of ſuch an happy child. This Origen, being 


but yet a child, would needs have fuffered martyrdom 
with his father Leonides, had not his mother privily in 
the night-ſeaſonyconveyed away his cloaths and his ſhut; 
whereupon more for ſhame to be ſeen, than for fear 
to die, he was conſtrained to remain at home, yet 
then he wrote a letter to his father with theſe very 
words, Cave tibi, ne quid propter nos aliud quan 


martyrii, conftanter faciendi propoſitum cogites, 


Euſeb. I. 6. c. 3. I * . 

In the primitive perſecutions, we read of one Roma- 
nus, who firſt being ſcourged with whips, with knaps 
of lead at the end, jnſtead- of tears, ſighs, and groans, 
he ſung pſalms all the time- of his whipping, and, after 
his face being buffetted, his cye-lids torn with nails, 
bis checks cut with Knives, and his teeth ſtruck out, 
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that his pronunciation, at leaſt, might be impaired, 
whilſt he preached Chriſt, he only ſaid, © 1 thank thee, 
O perſccutor, that thou haſt opened to me many 
mouths, whereby I may preach my Lord and Saviour. 
Look how many wounds I have, ſo many mouths I 
have to praiſe my God,” But being reviled, that 
Chriſt bis God was but of yeſterday, and that the 
Gods of the Gentilcs were of great antiquity ; he 
made a long oration of the eternity of Chriſt ; which 
done, he faid, Give me a child but of ſeven years 
old, which age is free from malice and other vices, 
wherewith riper age is commonly infected, and you 
(hall hear what he will ſay.” His requeſt was grant- 
ed: a pretty boy was called out of the multitude, and 
ſet before him. Tell me, my babe, quoth the mar- 
tyr, whether thou thinkeſt it reaſon that we worſhip 
one Chriſt, end in Chriſt one Father, or elſe that we 
worſhip infinite Gods ?? Unto whom the babe an- 
iwered, * That certainly—whatſoever it be that men 
zfhrm. to be God, he muſt needs be one, which with 
one is one and the ſame; and in as much as this one 
is Chriſt, of neceſſity Chriſt muſt be the true God; for 
that there be many Gods, we children cannot be- 


lieve. And after this, was the babe martyred. Fcx 
Martyrolog. 


SECT. IV. 
Of the Duties that concern us in this reſpect. | 


FOR the ſeveral duties that concern us in this re- 
ſpect, they are ſuch as theſe ;z=——— | 

1. Let us know our privileges which Ged in Chriſt 
gives us from our birth. The Angels were appointed 
our. guardians in the womb, and they have guarded, 
preſervetl, and tutored us in our infancy and child- 


bood. Many. a time were we in great danger of fire 


, 


and water, and falls, and ſuffoca tions; — many a time 
have we been in the extremity: of ſickneſs, and very 
near to death; — many a leſſon have we had taught us, 
and many & motion and holy thought hath been ſug. 
gelted to us, and is not all this worthy our notice, 
knowledge and underſtanding? Did we but ſee little 
3 children of poor men waited on by a guard of rich, 
? g 3 noble, ſtrong, and valiant men, would not all admire? 
_ But if we knew this to be our own condition, that 
= when we were babes and ſucklings, and could not dil. 
= cern between our right hand and left, that we had 
| then a guard full of ſtate and ſtrength, even of Angels 
themſelves, would not this fill us with the ſenſe of the 
goodneſs of God ? Certainly it concerns us to know 
this much, that we may better know the goodneſs of 
our God, in thus providing for us: The Angel of 
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him,” 
faith David; and then; O come and taſte, and fee 
that the Lord is good. God would not have his fa- 
1 vours unregarded; fer, if we know them not, never 
i - fthall we attain to conceive of God himſelf, eſpecially 
| in his goodneſs, love, and mercy towards us. But of 
theſe more particularly in another ſection. 
2. Pauſe a while, and ta every particular miniſtra- 
tion in our infancy, ſet we a Selab. This was the 
manner of David in his pſalms; when ſome eſpecial 
thing worthy attention or obſervation was delivered, 
he added Selab ; that by a little ſtop or pauſe of the 
breath, the matter worth, or excellency of the thing 
might be conſidered. Methinks it is fad, that the An- 
gels ſhould do ſuch excellent Offices for us, as mothers 
nurſes, phyſicians, tutors,. and that either we ſhould 
forget them, or nat ſeriouſly conſider and pauſe upon 
them; in other things of lefſer conſequence, we can 
fpeak with delight olim meminiſſe juvabit ; but are not 
theſe paſſages of God's providence, whereof the Angels 
are eſpecial inſtruments (as to keep us from evil, to 
preſerve us in health, to teach us God's will in our in · 


\ 
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fancy er childhood) of far more excellency, profit, and 
delight? O then let us ſet a ſtar at the margin of ſuch 
notes, and whilſt we either read or ſing then, let us 
ſtop a while, that we may dwell. upon them, and ſee 
the want of them on all ſides ; let us ſay with Jacob, 
when he ſaw the ladder on which Angels aſcended and 
deſcended,. . Surely the Lord,” (or the Angel of the 
Lord) “ was in this place, (or in this paſſage) © and 
I knew it not.” - * 

3. Bleſs we God for this free love to us in our firſt 
and ignorant times. Whilſt we were infants we could 
neither deſerve nor defire ſuch a glorious guard, and 
yet even then had the Angels a charge to keep us from 
evil, to keep us in health, and to be tutors. © O adore 
we this free grace! Say we as the ſweet ſinger of 
Iſrael, O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth! who haſt ſet thy glory above the 
Heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and ſucklings 
haſt thou founded praiſe» Very children themſelves 


could ſing, Hoſanna to Chriſt, by the help of Angels, 


which occaſioned him to cite this text, Out of the 
mouths of babes and ſucklings haſt thou perfected 
praiſe.” Moſt rightly is it ſaid, Out of the Mouths,” 
becauſe they ſpeak not from their underſtanding ; but 
by the virtue and miniſtration of the Angels, their 
tender tongues were led to ſpeak thoſe words : How 
much more ſliould we that are adult, and of capacity, 
to underſtand our duty. I fay, how much more 
ſhould we praiſe him, by the help of Angels, for the 
help and miniſtration of his Angels? Come, and ſing 
we an Hofanna to him, ſet we the crown upon the 
head of free love, free grace: Let us join with Angels, 
to bleſs God for his Angels, and for their miniſtration 
In our infancy and tender years. Is there not cauſe in 


regard of the frecneſs of his love? It was beſtowed on 


man unmerited, undeſired, and placed on him in the 
infancy, yea, even in the dark womb. 


— —_— 
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4. Live we up to the mercies we received when we 
diſcerued little or nothing of them. If any friend do 
me a kindneſs unknown to me, I ſhall take it kindly, 
and exceeding kindly, when I know it; and if before, 
I was unable to requite, yet, when am J able, I ſhould 
think myſclf ſtrongly engaged to retaliate. Surely 
thus it is with the people of God; our Friends the 


heavenly. Angels waited on us, in our infancy and 


childhood, but we neither ſaw them, nor had them in 


. our thoughts ; notwithſtanding they. went on in the 


diſcharge of their office, and ſometimes they were as 
nurſes; other times, as phyſicians, tutors and fchool- 


maſters to us. And now that we know this; now that 


light of the knowledge of the glory of God, and of 
his Angels ſhines in our hearts: Oh, how ſhould we 
lire up to theſe mercies? How ſhould we gratify the 
Angels, who have been thus to us, and have done all 
this for us? The Angel that appeared to Gideon under 
an oak, was for the preſent unknown: 4+ But when 
he had: cauſed fire to riſe up out of the rock, and to 
conſume: the fleſh, aud the unclean cakes, then Gideon 
perceived that he was an Angel, and ſaid, Alas! 0 
O Lord God; for becauſe I have ſeen an Angel of the 
Lord face to: face, Upon this, God was pleaſed to 
encourage him, ſaying, Peace be unto thee, fear not, 
thou ſhalt not die: And then Gideon built an altar 
there unto the Lord, and threw down the altar of 
Baal, and cut down the grove by it; and afterwards 
became a Judge of Ifract till he died. Angels pre- 
fence. and encouragements once diſcovered and: made 
known, are enough, through the bleſſing of God, 
to work in us a fear of God, and obedience to his 
laws. | 
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CHAP, III. SECT. I. 
Of the Miniſtration of Angels in our Riper Years, 


THE next period wherein the Angels miniſter to 
Heavens heirs, it is from their riper years unto their 
death. And, in order to this, we ſhall firſt, obſerve 
their miniſtration, and, ſecondly, our duties. 

1. For their miniftration, 1 ſhall follow the ſame 
method as before. 

1. That it is ſo, the ſcriptures abundantly prove, 
Pal. xxxiv. 8. ; Pfal. xci. 11, 12. ; Gen. xix. 15, 
16.; 2 Kings vi. 16, 19. If 1 may give inſtances, 
Lot was led out of Sodom by an Angel; Daniel was 
taught by an Angel ; Cornelius was wered dy an 
Angel; an Angel appeared unto Jo 8 Za- 
chary, Peter, Paul, on ſeveral errands. 'Scarce any 
remarkable thing befel the people of God, but it was 
accompliſhed by | the miniſtry of Angels. But what 
needs more? „Are they not all mmiſtring Spirits, 


ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of 
re?" 


SECT. II. \ 


Of ts kinds of hanged Mioifration at that Time, as 
| to our Bodies. ; 


2, FOR the kinds of their een it runs in 


ſeveral ſtreams; as firſt to our bodies: Secondly to 
dur ſouls. 


I, For our Bodies. 


1. They keep us from evil: So they did in our 
infancy, but now they do it with this limitation, 


( 60.) 
« They keep us in all our ways,” 1 e. in all thoſe 


g courſes appointed us by God. The Devil left out 
ö that clauſe in the Pſalms when he ſet Jeſus on a pin- 

nacle of the temple, and tempted him to calt hinfelf 
| down; he told him the promiſe, that“ The Angels 


ſhould keep bim, but he omitted the main point, 
« in all his ways.“ Certainly there is ſome ſpecial 
treaſure incloſed in this, or the Devil would never 

have concealed it from our Saviour; then we may 

expect Angel protection, when we are in the ways 
God hath appointed us. It was no way for Christ 
to caſt himſelf down headlong from the pinnacle, for the 
way lay down the ſtairs. If we keep not in our ways, 
neither will the Angels keep us from external evils, 
The prophet that went out of his way, and bey ond 
his bounds appointed him by a God, “ a lion met 

nim by the way, and flew him. ?⸗ 

But do not many external evils befal Gods people, 
even walking in their ways and courſes enen them 

| BY by God? 1 anſwer, — 

1 It cannot be denied, but that forherithes fuch-things 
38 do befal the godly... Mephiboſheth, a child of five 
years old, fon to a good father, and' afterwards 
good man himſelf, was lamed by fall from his flying 
nurſe, Satan wzs permitted by God, to deſtroy the 
goods, children, and health of Job, though by the 

Spirit of God he was ſtyled “ a perfect and an upright 
man, and one that feared God, and eſchewed evil, and 
that there was none like him in the earth.” The 
Lord, ſay ſome, can - countermand Angelical pro- 
tection, and give inſtruction to "thoſe powers, in ſore 
caſes, to ſuſpend their attendance and cate of us 
yet the promiſe 1s” not null, and of none effect: 
For 

1. Xngelical attendance doth mite ſhe evil, ſo 
that God's people do not utterly miſca they may 
„be troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed ; per- 
plexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not foi 
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ſaken; caſt down, but not deſtroyed.” Angels are 
not always to keep us from, bat ſometimes in trou- 
bles; Chriſt could have prayed 'that many legions of 
Angels ſhould have kept him from ſuffering ; this he 
did not, yet the Angels miniſtred unto him in the 
wilderneſs, and in the garden, where he ſweat drops ef 
blood. | 

2. The promiſe of Angel- protection, as all tempo- 
ral promiſes, runs with this tacit reſervation and con- 
dition, always provided that God in his infinite wil- 
dom, for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, do not judge 
the contrary more conducing to his glory, and our in- 
ward good. We know Job was afflicted, that he 
might be tried ; and the Lord doth ſometimes ſuſpend 
the protection of his Angels, that we may the more de- 
pend upon himſelf. As the nurſe gets behind the 
&reen, that the infant may go into the mother's arms 
without crying; if the Angels do not help us, it is 
that we may call upon God for aid, 
2. They keep us in health: So they did iy our in- 
fancy; but the promiſe runs, without limitation, to 
every age in our life, © Surely he ſliall deliver thee 
from the ſuare of the fowler, and from the noiſome 
peſtilence ; —A thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten 
thouſand at thy right hand; but it ſhall not come 
nigh thee.” And the reaſon follows, „For he ſhall 
give his' Angels charge over thee.” And the conclu- 
hon'is this:“ With long hte will I ſatisfy him, and 
thew him my ſalvation.” It is the opinion of good 
divines, that good Angels help to remove diſeaſes, and 
to conſerve bodily health: and on the contrary, evil 
Angels are Gad's inſtruments of inflicting fore. and 
grievous maladies. © As, in the midſt of his agonies, 
the Lord Jeſus, (ſaith Dr Manton) was comforted and 
refreſhed by an Angel, Luke xxii. 43. So are the 
Angels with the faithful, helping and eaſing them in 
their ſickneſs. ““ For my own part, (faith. Baxter) 
1 believe” that God's works on the world are uſually 
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by inſtruments, and not immediate, and that good 'An- 
gels are his inſtruments in conveying his mercies both 
to ſoul and body, and that evil Angels are inſtruments 
of inflicting his judgments both corporal and fpiritoal, 
Hence God is faid to ſend his evil Angels among the 
Iſraelites, Pal. Ixxviii. 49. Hence Satan did execu- 
tion on che children, cattle, and body of Job. 80 
then, I judge, that Satan is the inſtrument in our or- 
dinary diſeaſes, &c. And I may add, on the fame 
grounds, that the Angels are nftraments in continu- 
ing or reſtoring our bodily health. The miniſtry of 
Angels, (ſaith Zanchy) is for the promoting of our 
health, I mean not only of the health of our ſoul, but 
of our bodily health. No queſtion but the Devils, who 
are our enemies, and who 'continually ſtand abeut us, 
would quickly ruſh upon our bodies, and either tear them, 
or effect them with divers maladies, but that the good 
Angels do defend us by divine command. I cannot de- 
ny, but that ſometimes God afflicts men by the miniſtry 
of his holy and bleſſed Angels; for Sodom was de- 

ſtroyed by the Angels, and Senachrib's hoſt was flain 
by the Angels; and David ſaw the Angel of the 
Lord, having a drawn ſword in his hand, and ſtretch- 
ed out over Jeruſalem; and an Angel 'of the Lord 
ſmote Herod, and he was eaten of worms; but this is 
not God's. ordinary diſpenſation towards his Saints. 
Surely their ordinary employ ments, and wherein/they 


delight, is according to the | promiſe, « He ſhall give 


Bis 1 els charge over thee,” 

. They, carefully furniſh us with all other neceſſa⸗ 
rier 601 this life. Thus, when the Iſraelites were in 
the wilderneſs, they were provided for by the Angels. 
Man did eat of Angels food, be ſent them meat to 
the full :?? Or, as others tranſlate, 4 Man d d cat the 
Bread of the Mighties, he ſent them meat to ſatiety.” 


We It is alt one; ; for what is the bread of the Mighties, 


but the bread of the Angels, which are mighty 
frergth.? And Manna is called their bread, ve be- 
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cauſe it came from Heaven, the habitations of the An- 
gels, or becauſe it was excellent, ſo as the Angels (it 
they needed any food) might eat it; or eſpecially (as 
I think) becauſe God ſent it by the miniſtry of An- 
gels, they were the purveyors of it for the Iſrachtes. 
Thus when Elijah went into the wilderneſs, and lay 
and flept under a Juniper tree, “ Behold an Angel 
touched him, . and ſaid unto him, Ariſe and eat ; and 
he looked, and behold there was a cake baken on the 
coals, and a cruſe of water at his head, and he did cat, 
and drink, and laid him down again. And the Angel 
of the Lord came again the ſecond time, and touched 
him, and ſaid, Ariſe, and eat. The ſame God that 

rovided for him in the time of drought, by the mini- 
ly of ravens, now again fed him, by the miniſtry of 
Angels. I know theſe proviſions were miraculous, but 
where no miracles are, the Angels have an hand, even 
in ordinary proviſions. The Angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear him.” And what 


then? 4 fear the Lord, ye his Saints, for there 


is no want to them that fear him. The young lions 
do lack and ſuffer hunger; but they that ſeek the 
Lord ſhall not want any good thing.” I know we 
ſee not the Angels providing for us; but what then? 
Abraham's ſervant ſaw no Angel going along with 
him; and yet Abraham could ſay, + The Log God 
of Heaven, which took me from my father's houſe, 
and from the land of my kindred, he ſhall fend his 
Angel before thee.” The Ifraclites faw na Angel go- 
ing along with them, and yet the Lord could ſay, 1 
will ſend an Angel hefore thee, and | will drive out 
the Canaanite,” &c, For my part, I ſee no Angel 


removing me from place to place; yet I am fully per- 
ſuaded, that no miniſter of Chriſt removes his ſtation, 
er goes to a people as their paſtor, but an Angel of 
God, or-the God of Angels doth fo order it. This is 
the office of Angels, (faith Zanchy) by a command of 
God to ſend the Doctors of the Church to ſuch or 


; Y 0 


a pecple. According] v, it was an Angel that appear- 
ed to Paul in a viſion by night, ſaying, “Come over 
to Macedonia, and help us.” Euſebius tells a like 
ſtory of Alexander, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, that after 
his agonies, and conſtancy cf confeſſion ſhewed in the 


perſecution of Severus, he was admoniſhed by a viſion 


zn the night ſeaſon to make his j journey up to Jeruſa- 
lem, and drawing near to the city, a viſion, with 


plain words, was given to certain chief heads of Jeru- 


ſalem, to go cut of the gates of the city, and there 


to receive the Biſhop appointed them by God. And 


though viſion or revelation I have none, yet, as the moſt 
Rev. Dr ſaid, © Since I am convinced, that the unfelt 


hands of the Angels are in many occurrences of my 


life, 1 have learned fo much wit and grace, as. rather 
to yield them too much than too little ſtroke, in or- 
dering all my concernments for this life. It is true, 


kheir appearings are ceaſed, but not their workings; 


their converſe is not ſo ſenſible, yet it is as real as ever 
it was before, | 


SECT. III. 


Of the kinds of Angels-Miniſtration at that Time, as 


to our Souls. N 


3 - 


2. For our Souls. 


1. THE Angels declare to us what is the wil and 


mind of God. Thus Daniel being troubled with the 
viſions of his head, he went.near unto one of the An- 
gels which ſtood by, and aſked him the truth and 
meaning of them, © So he told me, (ſaid Daniel) and 
made me know the interpretation of the things.” And 
in another viſion, when Daniel ſought the meaning) 


/ « Behold there ſtood before me, (ſaid he) as the ap- 


pearance of a man, and I heard a man's voice between 


the banks of Ulai, which called, and ſaid, Gabriel, 


as FFF «ad. .At a2 wed a... 
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Make this man to underſtand the viſion.— And he ſaid 


unto me, Underſtand, O Son of Man. And at ano- 


ther time, the man Gabriel, whom he had ſeen in the 


viſion at the beginning, being cauſed to fly ſwiftly, 
touched him about the time of the evening oblation, 
and informed him, and talked with him, and ſaid, 


O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee ſkill 


and underſtanding.” Nothing is more uſual in God's 
Word, than for Angels to inform the Saints what is 


the will and mind of God; the conception of Chriſt, 


and the birth of Chriſt, 2 the death of Chriſt, and 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, and the aſcenſion of Chriſt, 


and his return to judgement, were all told by the An- 
gels; only you may look upon theſe as extraordinaries, 
and apparitions of Angels; and ſuch teachings, or en- 
lIightuings of our underſtanding in theſe days, you 


cannot expect. All this I grant; and yet withal I 
add, that if viſibly they do not teach us, they may do 
it inviGbly ; yea, and I verily believe they do in ordi- 
nary, though i iny iſibly, teach and inſtruct all the people 
of God. - 

But how can that be, when they do neither ſpeak 
to us, nor reaſon with us, after the manner of men ? 

I anſwer—They have other ways of ſpeaking, or of 
reaſoning; AS, 

1. They underſtand us, though we neither ſpeak ta 
them, - nor reaſon with them. One tells us, (Dr 
Goodwin, in his Child of Light Walking in Darknals) 


that evil Angels know much within us, and to that 


purpoſe they have more advantages than we men have 
to-know one another by, For— 


r. Thoſe ſpirits can diſcern all corporeal aQons, and 
though the ſpecies, in them, and their manner of know- 


ing corporeal things differs from ours, yet thex are 


analogical with ours. 


2. They make it their buſineſs to ſiudy men. 1ti is 


their trade to go up and down, and conſider men. 


F z. 
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“ Haſt thou conſidered, (ſaid God to Satan) my ſer- 


vant Job?” $ 


3. They are, and can be preſent at all our more re- 
tired actions; they are with us at bed and board, in 


all companies, and in all ſolitary places. | 
4. By what they ſee outwardly of our actions, they 


may gueſs at our inwards, which are as the principle: 
of them. N | n | 
5- They have an infight into the fancy and the 


images therein, which follow and imitate the inward 


thoughts of the mind, as the ſhadow doth the body, 


In this reſpect they go into a room further than 
we can go, yea, into a room next to the privy 
chamber, which yet remains faſt locked up unto them. 
This laſt goes beyond all the former; and yet, (faith 
my author) all divines grant, that the devils may 
know and diſcern our phantaſms intuitive, as we do 
things which are preſent before us. | 

6. As they may ſee into the fancy, ſo, if God per- 
mit, evil Angels may go into the head, and ſee thoſe 


very images and ſpecies in the fancy, that are for pre- 


ſent in direct conjunction with the underſtanding, and 


P which is then thinking and muſing of. Indeed, the 
immediate knowledge of eur thoughts, and hearts, and 


underſtandings, is proper only to Ged. I the Lord 


ſearch the heart, I try the reins;ꝰ yet arguitive, 


and as they do tranfire, and appear in the images of 


the fancy; and ſo, quai in ellits, and mediatdy, 
they may de very far diſcerned, and looked into by 


evil Angels; and ſo, by diſcerning thoſe very phan- 
tifms, which the underſtanding actually at preſent. 
vieweth,” and maketh uſe of, they may then judge 
what it is, that the mind for the preſent is muſing on, 
all this is diſcuſſed at large, concerning the evil Angols. 

And if the evil Angels may know thus much of 


What is within us, do not the good Angels know thus 
much? The evil Angels have, by their fin, loſt much 


ef their knowledge, and therefore are called, * Dark- 


1 
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neſs, and the power of darkneſs,” becauſe they are ex- 
ceeding dark in themſelves, and in compariſon of the 
holy Angels, but the good Angels never ſinned, an 
therefore never were deprived of the leaſt meaſure of 
knowledge conferred on them. I muſt therefore con- 
clude, that without ſpeaking to them, or reaſoning 
with them, after the manner of men, they under- 
ſand as well, or wherein they do not, God is 
pleaſed. often to diſcover it to them, by an eſpecial 
diſpenſation of favour and grace. As to the Angel 
in Daniel, was revealed the myRlery of the ſeventy 
weeks. | 

2. We may underſtand them, though they never 
ſpeak to us, or realon with us, and ſo we are capable 
'f their teaching. Lou will fay, How may we do 
hat? I anſwer, — | | 

1. Obſerve we their work upon our. fancies, there 
bey are buſy day and yight, to ſet together the 
mages of our (underſtanding of them. Look, as a 
ompoſitor in printing, takes his letters that lie con- 
fuſed before him, and orders, and ſets them in words 
and ſentences, to repreſent to the readers eye what he 
would have read by him: So do the Angels ſet and 
ompoſe the images in our fancies to repreſent to our 
aderſtanding ſuch, things as they would have us 
now. It is good, therefore, to obſerve their work 
ay and night; for they may work on our fancies in 
Ireams. , | | | 
1. Set we ourſelves to think or muſe upon thoſe 
mages {et together by them. Thus when the Angel 
abriel ſaluted Mary, it is ſaid, that © ſhe caſt in her 
bind what manner of ſalutation this ſhould be.“ And 
iter the Angels had appeared to the ſhepherds, and 
hat all wondered at thoſe things which the fhepherds 
old thers, it is ſaid, that © Mary kept all thoſe things, 
nd pondered them in her heart. Certainly, it is our 
ty, when Angels have been communicating their 
unds to us, to ponder and muſe, and meditate, and 


j 
o 


to caſt in our mind, What manner of communicayon Bi 
the very, voice of Devils,' Now, though evil ſpirit 


'- the former 1 omit, for the latter poet FIN giv by 


aim all. their enterpriſes and endeavours to derogat 


( 68 ) 


this ſhould be. 
3. Try we their work upon our fancies, whether it 1 
be agrecable to the word of God. It were fad, if ve 4 
meuld take that for the ſpeaking of Angels, which i 


can transform themſelves into Angels of light, yet 
they may be diſcerned, if we'll try their work by the 
word. The good Angels are diſtinguiſhed from the 
bad, either by their apparitions, or by their actions; 


them in thus. 


pre 
Who ſo will bfet their actions, be foal find, iN 

. By their ſucceſs, if well or ill inclin'd, "5 
s The one from other ; for the bleſſed ſtill 'S 
Square all their actions to tb Almigbtyꝰs will, (0 
And to man profit: thy 
The Cacodemons labour all they can hs 
Againſt Gee's honour, and the good of man. 1 
Indeed this is the ſure and ;ndubitable character; th * 


good Angels never ſpeak any thing contrary to the 
Word, or, which is all one, the good Angels are em 
ployed in nothing ſave the honour of God, and the 
profit and preſervation of good men; but evil ſpirit 


from God's worſhip, and to aſſume it to themielve 
and by their flattering deceptipns, and oily infinuation 
with man, to work the utter ſubverſion both of body 
and ſoul. It is good, therefore, to try their work! 


to 
upon our fancies z and if we find it agreeable to God co 
Word, or if it aim at God's: honour and man's profi ba 
we may conclude, & This was the ſpeaking « of an AMY vi 
gel of God.“ ſuc 
But methinks I hear ſome object, You tell us * thi 
work of Angels upon our fancies day and night; ſig 


indeed in the * we can more eaſily obſerve fom | 
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ſuch like impreſſions, or work upon us in our dreams. 


on gut are not theſe things ſpoken againſt? Was not this 
the way of falſe prophets, to obſerve their dreams, and 


er It by them to delude the people, ſaying, „I have dream- 
* ed, I have dreamed, Jer. xxiti. 25. 
ich i 


| I anſwer, ſuch dreams as tend to the leading of 
pri men from the holy word of God, to wicked doctrines 
JW or opinions, which are painted over with the pretence 
or colour of revelations and divine viſions, when they 
| are indeed the mere deluſions of Satan, transforming 
ions himſelf into an Angel of Light, are not to be heeded, 
sue dot rejected; and ſuch were the dreams of the falſe 
prophets tending. to idolitary, againſt whom God 
ſpake ; „If there ariſe among you a prophet, or a 

„ dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a ſign or a won- 
der, and the ſign or wonder come to paſs, whereof he 
ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other Gods, 
(which thou haſt not known) and let us ſerve them; 
thou ſhalt not harken to the words of that prophet, 
or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God 
proveth yon, to know whether you. love the Lord 
your God, with all your heart, and with all your 

te foul,” 1 a | ber 
Yet this hinders not, but ſuch dreams as come into 
us by God's ſpecial, and ſometimes extraordinary, 
work of providence, which muſt needs be directed unto 
lome weighty and good end; as we muſt conclude, if 
we either conſider the firſt mover, which is God, or 
the inſtruments, which are his holy Angels, ſuch 
dreams will challenge our very ſerious conſideration, ' 
and diligent care to take notice of, what they offer un- 
to us, and the neglect or contempt thereof cannot be 
committed without great impiety ; and therefore, we 
have not only a warrent, but an unavoidable and in- 
violable obligation in point of duty, to take notice of 
luch dreams, and to make uſe of them, according to 
their importance and purpoſe. © In a dream, in a vi- 
hon of the night, when deep fleep falleth upon men, in 


h flumberings upon the bed, then be openeth the cars 0 
men, and fealeth their inſtructions. 


of the mind, or from the procuration, of the * 

and only ſome few, the operation of good Angels. 
is therefore worthy our pains to know ſome ſuch mar 
or characters, whereby me may diſtinguiſh theſe la 


the Baptized Turk), hath laid down theſe n 


-eminently good, or from the contrary evil, and hare 


ly frame and compoſure, without any tincture of light 


per and diſpoſition of ſpirit. 


creaſe of vigour and readineſs to godly obedience ali 
« holineſs, : 


( 70 ) 


But becauſe dreams are of ſeveral ſorts, ſome proceed 
ing only from the conſtitution of the Heavens, or from 
the diſpoſition of the air, or from precious cogitations 
or from the temper of the body, or from the affeCtion 


from all others of the former dreams. 
A learned writer, (Dr Warmſtrey, in his book « 


thoſe dreams procured by Angels. 
1. When they move unto that which is are 


nothing in them that ſtands oppoſite to the truth or 
holineſs of the word of God, or found reaſon, nor tha: 
addeth any thing to God's Word, as a new way 
righteouſneſs or ſalvation. 

2. When they are of a wiſe, ſober, juſt, and order 


neſs, gingling, or vanity in them. 
3. When they come unto us, being in a holy ten 


4. When they leave both an holy, and humble 
and alle 2 ſtrong and certain impreſſion upon tit 
mind, moving it, not upon carnal, but ſpiritual prin- 
ciples and motives ; to which we may add, an hs 
ly clearneſs and conſolation in the ſpirit, an en 


5. When they agree with ſome work that God hath 
in hand, and have ſomething in them that ſeems to be 
above human inventions, and have an excellent agret- 
ment in the ſeveral parts OY 3 the ſam 0 
or ſeveral things, 


. 
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any man doth purpoſely ſeek divination by dreams, 
ompoſing himſelf thereunto by ſuperſtitious rites or 
eremonies, this were expreſsly againſt the Word. For 
hus, faith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, let 
jot your prophets and your diviners that be in the 
mdſt of you, deceive you, neither harken to your 
Ireams, which ye cauſe to be dreamed. But enough 
ff this matter. } „ 
2+ The Angels perſuade us to that which is good, 
hey do not only declare to us u hat is God's will, but 
hey adviſe us to it. This is the ordinary office of 
fleſed Angels, to inſtil good motions, to ſuggeſt good 
houghts, to admoniſh and perſuade us on all occaſions 
"Wo that which is good. As Satan is ever compaſſing 

de earth, ſceking whom he may devour, here and 
gere laying his ſnares to catch poor ſouls in, tempt- 
bg and inciting them to alt ſorts of fin, as he eſpies 


ngels ever and anon ſuggeſting good and pious 
boughts ; they tacitly admoniſh our minds, and pro- 
oke us to good duties of holineſs and obedience. 
[his makes ſome affirm, . that Whatſoever the evil 


pod.“ If the Devils can ſuggeſt ſin, ſurely the 
lngels of God are ſtronger and wiſer than Devils. 
But how do the good Angels ſuggeſt good? 


pri Il anſwer—1. They inſpire, inject, or caſt into ous 
n 2 Winds ſome holy motions. Seldom paſſes the day over 
: 11 ur heads, but we may feel theſe injections. Come, 


us is the, way, walk in it, ſtrive to enter in at the 
nit gate, &c. : ; | 

2 They provoke and ſtir us up with much'import. 
unity to this or that duty. O! every one that 
lſteth, come ye to the waters,” &c. They know 


vekning, ſoul-enlivening expreſſions, or exclamations, 


6, When they come unſought and unexpected; for 


Kcahon and opportunity for it; ſo are the good 


Ingels can do in evil, the elet Angels can do in 


ell enough our fluggiſh, dull, and heavy diſpoſitions, 
r ſpiritual lazineſs, and therefore they add ſtirring, | 


* 
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« O! come ye to the waters; yea, they double it, 
or treble it, Come ye to the waters; and come ye, 
buy and eat; and come ye, buy wine and milk with. 
out money, and without price.“ They are not will. 
ing to give over, till they have made us willing to 
yield to their motions for our own ſalvation. 
Lou may object, Surely this is the genuine work of 
the Holy Ghoſt, thus to inſpire and provoke us to 
good. Very true; and yet that hinders not but that 
the good Angels may be inſtruments, or agents. We 
ſay, the Holy Ghoſt is the prime ſpirit, and yet the 
Angels are as miniſtring ſpirits; the holy Ghoſt is the 
Fountain, or head of water, but the Angels are as ci. 
terns and channels of water. It is the will of the 
Holy Ghoſt to employ the Angels, and ta communi. 
cate himſelf to us by the Miniſtry of Angels; and 
_ therefore the Holy Ghoſt and Angels need not claſh, 
Indeed motions, inſpirations, and holy ſuggeſtions are 
ever originally and primarily from the Spirit of Chriſt; 
and hence it is, that commonly we put them all on 
that ſcore, we give them all to Chrift's Spirit; yet! 
cannot forget the author's opinion I cited before, That 
God's works in thæ world are uſually by inſtruments 
and not immediate; and that good Angels are his in- 
ſtruments in conveying his merits both to ſoul and bo- 
dy. Baxter ſpeaks as confidently every whit : © Fc 
my part, (with the good leave of my learned and re 
ligious brethren, be it ſhoken), I doubt not bat good 
Angels ſuggeſt good counſels, tender holy "motions 
offer pious thoughts, yea, refreſh the often parched 
ſpirits of gracious men with inward Joy, —Shall the 
Devil work in the children of diſobedience ? Epheſ. i, 
2 | Enormouſly diſquiet the affections, 1 Sam. xv. 
15. Yea, inject wicked thoughts into godly men 
with. ſucceſs, 1 Chron. xxi. 1. And ſhall the gos 
Angels be excluded from all actings and operations 
upon the inward ſenſes of man — I can never be 
neee Magd 
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It 3. The Angels repel temptations, or prevent occa- 
ons of fin. This was the meaning of Michael's con- 


1. vas the Devil's defign to diſcover Moſes“ grave, and 
ol the Archangel was ready to reſiſt him. But why 


or bpote about the body of Moſes? Why mighr not the 
te body and burial-place of Moſes have been dilcovered to 
har WY Al? Surely the Angel would not have it known, leſt 
We the people ſhould have idolized and worſhipped it in after 
the times. The- Devil loves idolatry ; and of all kinds of 
dolatry, the Devil abuſeth the world moſt with idola- 
trous reſpects to the bodies and relicks of dead Saints. 
Now the Archangel knew his deſign; and therefore 
he would by no means have thoſe burial places known. 
Thus Aynfworth paraphraſeth on that text of Deutero- 
nomy; „He was buried in a valley of Moab, over a- 


unto this day. The Angel would have no occaſion of 
ſuperſtition or idolatry thereby. Oh, what bleſſed helps 
have we for preventing of fin? How buſy are the Au- 
gels. in our behalf, (when we little think of it) to re- 
pel temptations, and to prevent occaſions of evil? As 
our good endeavours are often hindred by Satan, I 
would have come to you, even I Panl, once and again, 


by the heavenly. Angels, elſe were not our protection 
equal'to our danger. A good Angel oppoſed Balaam 
man evil way; and if an heavenly ſpirit obſtruct the 
courſe of the evil, and ſtand in the way of a ſorcerer's 
In, how much more ready are thoſe ſpiritual powers 
y ſtop the ſpiritual miſcarriages of God's deareſt chil- 
ren. b 

4. The Angels quicken our dulneſs, encourage our 


we may read together in one chapter, „ I was in a 
dead ſleep, (ſaid Daniel) on my face, and my face to- 
ward the ground, and behold am hand touched me, 

| 6 | 


Ab. tending with the Devil about the body of Moſes, It 


would the Angel reſiſt him? To what end was the dif- 


gainſt Beth-Poer, but no man knoweth- of his ſepulchre 


but Satan hindred us.“ So are our evil actions hindred 


weakneſs, and comfort us in our. ſorrows. All theſe 


EB 
. 
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Which ſet me upon my knees, and upon the palms of 


my hands; and he ſaid unto me, O Daniel, a man 


greatly beloved, underſtand the words that 1 ſpeak un- 


to thee, and ſtand upright, for unto thee am 1 now 
ſent; and when he had ſpoken this word unto me, I 


ſtoed trembling ; then ſaid he unto me, fear not, Da- 


mel. — And there came again and touched me, one 
like the appearance of a man, and he ſtrengthened me, 
and ſaid, O man, greatly beloved, fear not, peace be 


- unto thee, be ſtrong, yea, be ſtrong; and when be 
had ſpoken unto me, 1 was ſtrengthened, and ſaid, Let 


my Lord ſpeak, for thou haſt ſtrengthened me.“ In 
like manner, we find an Angel quickening, encou- 


raging, and ſtrengthening Elijah to his work, 2 Kings 


1. 3, 15.; and Iſaiah to his work, Iſa. vi. 6, 7.; and 
Paul to his work, Acts xxvil. 23, 24. But eſpecially 


in the ſufferings of his Saints, how uſual was it with God 


to ſend his Angels for their comforters? When Chriſt 
was in his agony, “ There appeared an Angel to lim 
from Heaven, ſtrengthening him.” When Peter was 
in priſon, 4 Behold the Angel of the Lord came npon 


him, and a light ſhined in The priſon,” When Paul 


was in his dangerous voyage, There ſtood by him 
that night the Angel of God, whoſe he was, and whom 


he ſerved, ſaying, Fear not Paul,” Acts xxvii. 23. 


In the ſucceeding times of the Church, how frequent- 
iy did the Angels appear to bleſſed Martyrs for their 


© comfort and encouragement? Thus Theodorus ſaw 


and felt the refreſhing hand of an Angel. Thus 


- Theophilab, Agnes, Lucia, Cecilia, and others, ſaw 


the good Angels as their comforters, and protectors of 
their chaſtity. And although they do not appear to 
us now in bodily ſhapes, as in thoſe times, yet the 
ſame offices are performed by them in their ſpiritual and 
myſterious ways; now they quicken our dulneſs, en- 
courage our weakneſs, and comfort us in heavineſs. 
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| SECT. IV.. 
Whether the Angels contribute any thing to our Con 


verſion. 


BEFORE I pats this, I would propound a queſtion 
Of two. 4 | 

1. Whether the Angels contribute any thing to our con- 
verſion? We have heard at large, that Devils do what 
they can to hinder our converſion; and are the Angels 
leſs active to good than they are to evil? I cannot 
think it. We-may be ſure, that as the bad Angels do 


bad offices, ſa the good Angels are in their way prompt 
and ready to do all the good offices they can, as to 


to our good; and my reaſon is, their will is conform- 


ed to the will of God, „They do his commandments, 


they harken to the voice of his words. Whatſoever 
God wills, they will.” Now God wills the converſion 
of ſinners: „As I live, 1 defire not the death of a 
inner, but rather that he ſhould repent and live; and 


therefore they will it; and as they-will it, fo they re- 


duce that will into ſeveral acts, or elſe it were in 
vain. But what thoſe 2 are may be IDE que- 
188 
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Wherein 15 the of Angels contribute, as to our 


Converſion. . 


THE ſeveral acts of Angels as to our converſion 
are ſuch as theſe. 


1. They inform our jeg went We have heard 
before, how they inviſibly teach us, inſtruct us, en- 


lighten us, and herein do they contribute to our con- 


verſion: For what is the firſt work of converſion, but 


G 2. 
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Mumination ?. As in the firſt creation, the firſt- born of 
God's works was. light. “ God ſaid let there be light, 
and there was light; ſo in new creation, the firſt 
work is light. God who commanded the light to 
{hine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into our hearts, to 
give the ligbt of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” Hence the ſtate of nature 
is called darkneſs, and the Nate of grace is called light. 
& Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light 
in the Lord.” And “ He hath called you out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light.” Now, if in this 
work the Angels are aſſiſtant, they muſt needs contri- 
bute to our converſion in the firrſt work of it, which is 
illumination. 

2. They move our will. This is that we ſaid be- 
fore, that the good Angels perſugde us to that which 
is goed ; they inſtil good motions; they ſuggeſt good 
thoughts ; they provoke us to duties of holineſs and o- 
bedience, and eſpecially to this main work of conver- 
ſion and regeneration; well they know, that without 
this, all is nothing. Except a man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the kingdom of God;“ and their deſires 
are ſtrong, that the places made void in heaven by the 
fallen Angels, ſhould be ſupplied by men and women, and 
therefore they do what they can to move aud perſuade us 
to a change. I know they cannot efficiently move, or 
turn the will; we leave to Chriſt and his ſpirit the effi- 
cacy and bleſſing of all; they only move, and perſuade, 
and make uſe ot arguments to do this or that; bur the 
holy ſpirit makes effectual, and gives the iſſue to what 
they move. If you ſay, what needs this miniſtration, 
for Chriſt can move or perſuade without them ? I may 
as well aſk what needs miniſters, preaching, or ſacra- 
ments? It is enough to filence and {top our mouths, 
when we hear theſe are God's ways. or adminiſtration, 
theſe are God's ordinances, of which the Angels are a 
great part ; and according to the good pleaſure of God, 
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they act, and ſtir, and move, and perſuade us to con- 


verſion. 


3. They work on our aſſections, endeavouring to 


ſettle them, and keep them on right objects. It is 
true, they cannot turn the fiream'and current of our 


affections back; (God only can turn this Jordan back) 
but they can Gre them faſter, and cauſe, them to 


ſwell above their natural channels; it is the ſpirit of 
bondage which worketh fear ; but when fear is wrought 
they can blow: it up, and. intend it more, as the Spirits 
inſtruments. Sometimes you bave heard how evil An- 


gels could work further and deeper fears than the Holy 
Ghoſt by himſelf intended; and cannot the good An- 


gels do regularly, what the bad Angels can do irregu- 


hrly ? if the evil Angels cannot only propound fſuch 


objects as ſhall move us to fear, but alſo can ſtir up 
ſuch humours in the body, which ſuch a paſſion doth 
act and ſtir in. Ex. gr. If they can electively work 
upon melancholy, ſo as to put a man into a timorous 
and trembling diſpoſition, How much more can the 
good Angels propound objects, and {tir up humours, 


and ſo werk on the affections, Whether of fear, hope, 


forrow, joy, love, or hatred ? 


4+ They repel temptations. - Vou have heard abun- - 
dantly how the ſoul is haunted with ſeveral tempta- 
tions. When the work of converſion is paſſing upon 


it, then is Satan. buſy, by way of revenge, for the 
ſoul's revolt from him. Zut are not the gaod Angels 
as buſy as Satan? and, if they reſiſt him; what can al! 


the troops of hell hurt us? We know the good An- 


gels have as much advantage of their ſtrength over Ss- 
tan, as they have of their ſtation. How, then, ſhould 


that evil one ſtand in the encaunter? Or what need 
we fear in ſo mighty and ſure hands? He that paſſetn 
with a ſtrong convoy through a wild and perilous de- 


ſert, ſcorns the danger of wild beaſts, or robbers, no 
leſs than if he were in a ſtrong tower at home; ſo may 


we the onſets of the powers of darkneſs, whillt we arc 
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guarded by the Angels, who both defend us, and refiſt 
Satan alſo in all his fiery darts. 


5. They joy in the converſion of Ginpers, ſo that 


Heaven rings with the joy. © Likewiſe I ſay unto 
you, (faith Chriſt) there is joy in the preſence of the 
Angels of God over one ſinner that repenteth.“ What 
manner of joy this is, is unknown to us, and fo ſhall 
de until that time, that time ſhall be no more; only 


this we believe for the preſent, that the converſion of 


ſinners is the jubulation of Angels; and this, I take it, 
is the plain ſenſe or meaning of Chriſt's words, that 
when they ſce the ranks and files of lapſed Angels fill. 
ed up with new recruits, men and women, penitent for 
their ſins, this is matter of joy, of extatical joy to the 
_— Angels of God. 


SECT. VI. 
Experiences of this Truth, as to our outward Man. 


FOR ſome experiences of this bleffed truth, in reſpect 
of our bodies. 

1. They keep us from evil. 

One going ſeaſonably to bed, about midnight he a- 
woke, and could not ſleep; thereupon he awaked his 
wife, and talking with her, ſuddenly he eſpied a light 
in his chamber, which came through a box-hole. He 

demanding of her what that light was, ſhe opened her 
eyes, but could not tell. Anon ſhe aroſe out of Bed, 
and looking through the box-hole, (yhich by a grs- 
eious Providence was that night open, though uſually 
ut), ſhe eſpied a fire kindled on fome wood in the 


- . houſe, which quickly would have ſet all on a flame, 


' © hat no way they could have eſcaped with life; but 
"they both haſtned out of their chamber, and coming 
into the houſe, they timouſly quenched! the fire, and 
+ admiring at * 8 in each circumſtance 


1 


they returned in ſafety to bed, and found that reſt 
and ſleep after, which before they could not ob- 


Jain. Y 


The ſame perſon riding over a deep water, his horſe 
in the midſt of the ſtream laid him down under him. 
Thus man and horie both plunged in. The man, with 
much ade, having recovered himſelf, and gettin 
through, he rode home wet and cold, which caſt him 
into a fever; yet in time he recovered, and bleſſed - 
that God, who, by the miniſtry of his Angels, de- 
lvered him from the danger both of fire and wa- 
ter. ä 

The ſame perſon being at home, a daughter came to 

ht him, who one evening was very importunate to go 
more early than ordinarily they uſed to bed. Her 
importunity ſo far prevailed, that preſently they went 
to 1 and commending themſelves to God for his 
cuſtody, all in the family made up the ſtairs to ſeveral 
lodgings. No ſooner were they dropped aſleep, but 
preſently a-noiſe, like thunder, awaked them all. He 
wondered, and aſked his wile, If ſhe had heard the 
thunder? who anfwered, Fhat ſhe being laſt in bed, 
was ſcarcely aſlecp; but could not tell whether it was 
a clap of thunder, or a fall of ſome part of the houſe ; 
and rifing out of bed to go to the chamber where their 
daughter and a ſervant maid lay in two beds. At the 
entrance into the chamber, the daughter cried, © Stay, 
mother, or you endanger your life; for I believe the 


chamber floor, and chamber adjoining is fallen down.” 


By that caution, ſhe trembling ſtayed her foot, and 
drew back to tell her huſband the news: He defired 
her to go down ſtairs into the houſe, light a candle, 
and to ſee the matter ; but endeavouring to open the 
door below into the heuſe, the paſſage was ſtopped, 
with the floor of the chambers fallen down, their 
daughter, that lay in one of the two chambers,” ſeated 
over the houſe, cried, that ber bed cracked, and ſhe 
was afraid to lic in it; thereupon, they adviſed her to 
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haſten. out of it, and with the maid to creep iuto 4 ſpee 
corner of the chamber, which was moſt ſecure. In the fore 
mean time; a cry or call was made through a cafe. exh 
ment for ſome neighbours belp. By this means a ca- mit. 
dle was brought; but no paſlage being poſſible througi fair 
the doors, the ſtanction of a caſement was cut, and part 
one came in at the window with his light, then it waſWrhei 
ſeen how two chambers over the houle were ſuddenly i fun 
fallen, with all the weight of wood, clay, and furn- proc 
ture above, and that nothing remained unfallen, but dent 
a little room of one chamber, where the two beck nor 
ſtood wherein the two women lay. At firſt view they ¶ paſſe 
all ſtood amaged ; but recollecting themſelves, the two abl. 
women were by a ladder ſafely brought down from theMhe » 
corner of the fallen chamber, and being brought inte new. 
another chamber, they took their reſt till the morning. be f 
At day light they ſaw. their wonderful preſervation, Wien 
and viewing the circumſtances, it appeared. 1. If that gray 
night all d not gone to bed before-their ordinary wou! 
time, they had been all fitting in the houſe, which at t 
then would have fallen upon them, and have {lain then Hpriſe 
all. If his wife had not then ſtayed her Rep, when 
the daughter cried, wa Stay Mother,” ſhe had fallen 
down into the nether room amongſt rubbiſh, and pro- 
bably had loſt her life. 3. If thoſe two beds had nat 
Rood: wherein the two women lay, when all beſides fel! 
with one craſ they had both periſhed, eſpecially. the 

daughter, with a child in her belly, being yet but an 
embryo. In every> circumſtance ap the finger 
of God, and the promiſe 1 He ſhall give 
his. Angels charge aver thee, to keen thee in all thy 
ways, they ſhall bear thee up in their hands, leſt thou 

daſh thy foot againſt a ſton e.. 
Simeon Giineus, a learned and holy man, coming 
from Heidleburgh to Spires, was deſirous to hear a cer- 
tain preacher in that city, who, in his ſermon did then 
let fall ſome erroneous propaſitions of popiſh doQtine, 


— 


wherewith Grinzus, not being a little offended, cravel 


7 
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peedy conference with the preacher, and laying be- 
he fore him the falſchood and danger of his doctrines, 
le. exhorted him to an abandoning and retraction of thoſe 
i. mi- opinions. The preacher gave good words, and 
21: fair ſemblance to Grinæus, defiring farther and more 
nd particular conference with him; each imparted to other 
va their names and lodgings : Yet inwardly, as being 
lung with that juſt reproof, he reſolved a revenge, by 
ni. ¶ procuring the impriſonment, and, if he might, the 
out death of ſo ſharp a cenſurer. Grinæus, miſdoubting 
cc nothing, upon his return to his lodging, reports the 
vey Wl paſlages of the late cenference to thoſe who ſat at the 
v0 table with kim, amongſt whom Melancthon being one, 
the he was called out of the room to ſpeak with a ſtranger, 
newly come into the houſe : Going ferth accordingly, 
he finds a grave old man, of a goodly countenance, 
kemly, and richly attired, who, in a friendly and 
grave manner, tells him, that within one hour, there 
would come to their inn certain officers, as from the King 
of the Romans, to attach Grinzus, and carry him to 
pnſon ; willing him to charge Grinæus, with all poſſi- 
ble ſpeed, to fly but of Spires ; and requiring Melanc- 
thon to fee that this advantage were not neglected; 
which ſaid, the old man vaniſhed out of his fight, In- 
Jantly, Melancthon returning to his companions, re- 
dunted unto them the werds of this ſtrange Monitor, 
and haſtened the departure of Grinzus accordingly, 
jo had no ſooner beated himſelf on the Rhine, than 
de was eagerly ſought for at his ſaid lodging. Of this 
lelancthon, in his Commentary on Daniel writes, 
and acknowledges God's fatherly providence, in ſend- 
ig this Angel of his, for the reſcue of his faithful ſer- 
ant. , | ; 

John Spangenberge, paſtor of Northenſe, was no 
doner ſtept out of his houſe, with his ſamily, to go 
0 the Bains, but the houſe fell right down in the 
ace. Our own experience at home, is able to 


avel umiſh - us with divers ſuch inſtances. © If, (faith 
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3 Bilkap Hall), a man, by fo g inſtinct, be war; { 
| ' ed to change that lodging, which he conſtantly held +he 
for ſome years, and finds his wonted {leeping-place that I dice 
night cruſhed, with the unexpected fall of an un- je 
| ſuſpected contiguation, To what cauſe can we at- con 
1 tribute this, but to our attending Angels? 
A Or, Have we been preſerved from mortal dangers MW afte 
| which we could not tell how by our providence .q | 
0, have evaded? Our Inviſible Guardians have dou the 
"ns } 
In the true portraiture of his Sacred Majeſty Charls _ 
II. it appears, that by God this King reigns, in that pro! 
he hath exerciſed thoſe providences over him, that ar fon 
hardly exerciſed over ten thouſands of us. That ſtar in ces 
the caſt, at his Highneſs's Birth, ſpeaks much this. wa. J 
The powers in had that ſo watchfully guarded gt. 
him through thoſe fad days, wherein thouſands fell at by 1 
his right hand, and ten thouſands at his left, aimed at legs 
ſome great prize. His Royal life, (the care of An vel 
13 muſt not go out privately, and be loſt uproſia¶ imb 
ly in a corner. Oh, how the Angels forbade thor val 
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CE millions of profane hands that would rudely have touch - þ 
| ed the Lord's. Anointed !- His eſcape at Worceſter uu me 
$3 almoſt, miraculous. He ſought his way all along f phy. 
miles from Worceſter; then he turned to the lels fue 
=. = quented/ways. that could be, until he came te the bor 
=. ders f Staffordſhire ; then he removed to an adjoining 
= wood, where he, and one only with him, wald ft 
BD curely a while, until they found. an oak for Majeſly 
in the hollow-of which he lodged himſelf for three — 
znd nights, until my Lord Wilmot providing for þ 
f | Majeſty a fafe lodging, and then * him in tl 
HH | wood, with much ado-found his ſacred perſon, guardet 
AF and, (as I may ſay); fed by Angels. 
Let this ſtory. never be forgotten, EIK ON 

” RAZILIKE. By R. F. 
2. n . us in, or reſtore 1 to health... 


6 


. One going to London, inned and lodged all night at 


cu the Maidenhead, Cat-Eaton ſtreet, where the ſame night 


nat died 2 young wife of the Peſtilence ; as another had 
un-W died before, the fickneſs and death of the parties being 
at-W concealed, he aroſe in the morning, took ſome repaſt, 
— © :nd went about his occaſions; but at his return in the 
ers, WF afternoon, as he was geing into the inn, a friend call- 
oct ed him back, and told him the truth. In the midſt of 
oueſſ the diſcourſe, he ſaw the gates ſhut before his eyes; 

and preiently was written upon them, Lord have 
rleWmercy upon us.“ This hath minded him of God's 
nat movidence and promiſe, © Surely he ſhall deliver thee 
ae om the noiſome peſtilence ; for he hall give his An- 
r 0 gels charge over thee.” 


ſixteen years together was fain to walk upon bu hands, 
by reaſon of the cloſe contraction of the ſinne ws of his 


well, called Madernes) was ſuddenly ſo reſtored to his 
ibs, that I ſaw him, (faith my author) able both to 
walk, and to get his on maintenance. 

Marcus. Aurelius Antonius, in his dream, received 
the preſcript of a remedy for his diſeaſe, which the 
phyſicians could not cure. Whence came this but by 
the ſuggeſtion of Angels? „Have we been raiſed up, 
(aith Biſhop Hall), from deadly ſickneſſes, when all 
tatural helps have given us up? God's Angels have 
teen our ſecret phyſicians,” 


3. e 9 us * all neceſſaries for this 
life, 


Wdays, was cofryented before Biſhop Bonner, who com- 


poſt, in ſuch manner, that, ſtanding on his tip· toes, he 
vas fam to bear up all the weight of his body in that 
poſture, to his intolerable pain; beſides, he allowed 
him but three morſels of bread, and three ſpoonfuls of 


vater a-day ; we that he was extremely tormented 


, 


ra John Trelille, a poor cripple in Cor woults that for 


legs, (upon three monitions in his dream to waſh. in a 


Mr wa a coly Miniſter in Queen Mary's 


mitted him to priſon, and there chained him up to a 


( 84 ) 
with hanger and thriſt, and had his body ſo miſerably 
dried up, that he would fain have drunk his own wa- 


ter, but could not make one drop. But after he had 
continued in this miſerable caſe three days, he fell a. 


ſleep, and one clad all in white ſeemed to ſtand before. 


him, telling him, that from henceforth, he ſhould nei. 
ther hunger nor thirſt any more; which alſo came to 
paſs, though he was not burnt til mayy days after, 
White's Power of Godlineſs. 

A Doctor of divinity, of ſingular IRR and piety, 
ſent his maid to the market, to get proviſion for the 
following week: But all the money he and his wife 
could make, was but five ſhillings. His wife fell a 


weeping, and told her huſband, that there was little 
likelihood they could live. together; ; and that there- 


fore ſhe would take one or two of her children with 
her, and liye among her friends, if he could provide 
for himſelf and the reſt of bis children? Nay, dear 
wife, ſaid he, we have lived ſo long together, let us 
not now part; let us rely on God's providence. She 
in her grief and haſte, anſwered, „ Well, ſend 2 
dence to market, and ſee what it will bring home. 

It was ſo that day, a nobleman, who knew the Doftor 
very. well, dining with divers gentlemen at an inn, 


| looking out of the window, ſaw. the Doctor's maid, 
who, being an ancient ſervant, he knew, and ſent for 


her up, aſking her, How her maſter did? She an- 
ſwered, Very well; and fell a weeping. He en 
quiring the cauſe, ſhe told him, what ſtraits they were 
brought to. He wondering, and being troubled at it, 


called the inn-keeper, and wiſhed him to give that 


maid ten pounds, and every one of the gentlemen gave 
twenty {hillings a piece. So, the Doctor ſending pro- 
vidence, (of which the Angels are ſervants and inſtru- 
ments), to market, it brought him home fifteen pounds. 
Doubtleſs it is becauſe we do not truſt, not becauſe 
God either cannot, or will not give, that makes us {0 
often want mercies ; and ſuch providences would be 
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aſual, if our confidence in God were but fo, Idem 
ibidem. | 

There was a certain poor family, who being in 
great want, and having little or nothing for the chil- 
dren in it; when dinner came they put them off with 
play-things, and told them, they would fee if they 


could get them ſomething for ſupper ; and when ſup- 


per came,, they would give them ſome ſmall piece of 
bread, aud ſo get them to bed: And thus they uſed 


them ſq long, while at laſt the childrgn would not go 
to bed, but cried for bread. That night it was fo 


the Lord Faulkland, waking before midnight, could 
not ſleep; and then it came into his mind that this 
family was in great want, inſomuch, that he called up 
ſome of his ſervants, and ſent them with a great_.Joaf 
and a cheeſe to the houſe, When they came, they 


found the children crying for bread, and the parents 


weeping by them, who, with a great deal of joy ,and 
eapernels, received that unexpected provitien. Thus 
the Lord ordered it, by his providence, that they were 
not only then relieved, but their neceſſities being re- 


lated to the Lord Faulkland, he took care of them for 


the future. Idem ibidem. . et 
Luther hath this ſtory : —A certain woman; in the 


time of fawine, having nothing at all for her children 


and herſelf to eat, being brought to very great extre- 
mity, ſhe” reſolved upon this courſe: She made herſelf 
and all her children ready, and with a great deal of 
comfort and confidence, ſhe walked to a ſpring not far 
from her houſe. As ſhe was going, one met her, who 
alked her, Whither ſhe was going with her children? 
dhe told him, that all her proviſion was quite ſpent ; 
and ſhe was going with her children to ſuch a fountain 
cole by, being confident, that God, that had provided 


drink for her and her children, would there provide 


lood for them alſo; and he that heard the young ra- 

vens, and provided for them, would much more take 

cf. her, and her little 01:5. He that met her wilhed her 
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to return home, ent. hopld meet with proviſion, that 
h 


was ready for her the. She returned, and found 2 


conſiderable quantity of meal, which was food for her 


and her children. But whence this provikon came, 
the knew not, ner knew the man who told her of 


Lt. 
SECT. VII. 
Experiences of this Truth, as to our inward” Man, 
For ſome Experiences of this en truth, in re- 


Toe of our ſouls. 
1. They declare to us God's will : Of old they da 


Toto Abraham, Lot, Moſes, Jacob, Manoah, Gideon, 


David, Elijah, Elifha, Iſaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zachary, 
And in the New Teſtament, they, did fo to Joſeph, Ma- 
ry, Zachariah, the Shepherds, Mary Magdalene, 1 
Philip, Cornelius, Paul John the Evangeliſt, and to al 

the apoſtles. At this time they do not inviſibly de- 


clare God's will, nor muſt we truſt to viſions, or reve- 


lations ; yet many times they teach us by dreamy 
and many times they coin impreſſions on -our fancy 


and imagination, whiles we are waking ; They can 


make rare and wonderful compoſitions of what they 
find in us; ſo that to me, here is the difference be. 


- tween the converſe of men and Angels. Men can ſpeak 
to the underſtanding by the mediation of our external 


lenſes; but the Angels go a nearer way to work, and 
ſpeak firſt of all to the internal ſenſes, making ſud 
compoſitions there as the underſtanding preſently take 
off, and reads what is written! „ Do we not, (faith 
Dingly) waking and ſleeping, ſee impreſſions in on 
fancy of things that we thought we had forgotten 
This is done by Angels,” . ; 

One being a long while trained up in -eremonith 
;notionals, fables, unprofizable matter, rather than ſound 
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and faving knowled 85 which is in Faith; at laſt conver- 
ſing,. with ſome godly men, and with practical books, 


he found ſome impreſſions in his fancy of another kind 


of divinity, and ſo inclined, that divinity was rather 


practical than ſpeculative ; and that ſuch kind of preach- - 


ing as was uſually delivered in an affected ſpruceneſs 


of language, and vain-glorious trimneſs of the windy 


and dead Letter, would never ſave ſouls. Theſe im- 
prefſions were more and more fixed in him; and at laſt 
he was ſatisfied, that many poor illiterate fouls that 
felt the power of godlineſs on their hearts, had more 
true knowledge of Divinity than many learned Doctors 
and Rabbies, that had nothing but Orthodoxy, or a 
ſwimming knowledge of truth; and that many un- 
ſearned fnatched Heaven, and took it by violence, 
whiles many learned with their learning periſhed, and 
went down to Hell: © The effieacy of this light he 


gives to the ſpirit, but the inſtrumentaluy of it, as 


working upon the fancy or imagination, he aſcribes to 
the Angels.” | | 
A godly woman falling into great diſſertions, at 
laſt the Lord in ſecret prayer came in with abundance 
of light and comfort; 
being to receive the Lord's ſupper, all her former fears 
nd. troubles returned upon her, inſomuch, as a little be- 
fore the bread was adminiſtered to her, though ſhe could 
wt ſay that the Devil appeared to her in a bodily ſhape, 
yet he ſeemed to her as if he did, and told her, that 
ſhe ſhould not cat; but when the Lord was pleaſed to 
ding into her mind that paſſige in the Canticles, 
Eat, O my friends: Notwithſtanding, Satan till 
continued terrifying of her, and when ſhe had eaten, 
told her, ſhe ſhould not drink; but the Lord brought 
that ſecond clauſe of the verſe into her mind, “ Drink, 
yea drink abundantly, my beloved; and ſo ſhe drank 
alſo, and preſently was filled with ſuch unſpeakable 
Joys, that ſhe knew not how ſhe got home; which 
oul-raviſhing joys continued for à fortnight after, 
H 2” 


} 
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but within a month after, ſhe. 
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and filled her mouth with Songs of praiſe ſo that 


ſhe could neither ſleep, nor eat, more than ſhe forced 
herſelf to do out of conſcience of duty. IWWhite. 

2. They adviſe us to that which is good. 
be light preſented to one as before, many bleſſed 
motions came 1n to begin with the beginning of ſaving 


practical truths; and this he underſtood was the doc. 


trine of regeneration ; and, therefore, if ever he would 
be. happy, he muſt have ſome feeling of that. Many 


© -  objeQtions were raiſed, * That the wind bloweth where 


it liſteth; and we are not ſufficient of ourſelves to 
think ; and it is not of him that willeth, nor of hin 


that runneth, 8&c, The objections are not formally 
now remembered; but notwithſtanding them, the mo 


tions to fall on the work continued afreſh, and finding 
them daily upon his ſpirit, at laſt he ſubmitted willing 
ly to tho'e inſpirations, and every day ſet ſome time 
apart to be in the duty. It proved tedious and diſh 


cult at firſt ; but afterwards lin appeared very ſinful, 


and the fpirit ſet It home on his ſoul, and by degree 
ſucceſſively, he was led from a ſenſe, of wiſery, u 
ſome hope of mercy in Chriſt: and before he had don 
(though many a day it continued) the hely Spirit in 
tuſed Faith, whereby he cloſed with Jeſus Chriſt, a 


Saviour, and as Lord, and King, and Huſband. Thi 
work, begun by the Angels, by inſtilling good motion 


was the joy of Angels, when it was perfected: “ Ther 
is joy in the preſence of the Angels of God over ons 
ſinner that repenterh,” | Ga | 

One, about the time of reformation of Religion, de 


fired much of God the guidance, and aſſiſtance of a 

Angel; and from the thirty-ſeventh year of his age, be 
nad ſenſible manifeſtations of a ſpirit that aſſiſted him 
and followed him till his death. In his dreams or vi 


ſions, he was ſometimes admoniſhed of this or that 
vice, and ſometimes advertiſed of this or that danger, 
and Jometimes reſolved of this or that doubt, or ſome. 
times perſuaded to this or that duty. Once he heard 


. 
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a voice from Heaven, ſaying, © I will fave thy foul.” 
Uſually in the morning, abont the fourth hour, the 
Angel would have beat at his door to have awaked 
him, and if he had done any good or evil, he would 
have maniſteſted the approval or diſapproval of it by 
ſome ſign. If in company lie had ſpoken any unwary 
words, he was ſure to be advertiſed and reproved for it 


by a dream in the night following. If he had read a- 


ny book that was not good, the Angel would have 


ſtruck upon the beok, to have «cauſed him to have left 


it, and laid it aſide. . Often would the Angel have 


ties. Bodinus aſking him, Whether ever he had ſeen 


the form of his Angel? He anſwered, That he never 


ſaw any thing, but only a bright and ſhining light 
in a round orb; and once after prayer upon his bed, 


beauty. Bodinus de Magorum demonomania. 
3. They repel temptations, or prevent occaſions of 


One having many temptations. offered him, eſpecial- 
ly in his dreams in the night, he obſerved, that at the 
ſame times ſuch thoughts have come in, that in thoſe 
very dreams. he confidently cried, © Avoid, Satan, 


again, Avoid, Satan, for it is, written, Thon 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt - 


thou ſerve; which he believes were put in by the 
Angels. 


One Nataulius, that had formerly ſuffered * | 
by 


perſecution for the cauſe of "Chriſt, was ſeduce 
Aſclepiodotus, and Theodorus, two ſectaries, to be the 


Biſhop of their ſect, promiſing to pay him an hundred 


and fifty crowns of ſilver every month, and ſo he join- 
ed himſelf to them; but the Lord in mercy wot intend- 


ng to loſe him that had ſuffered ſo- much for his ſake, 
admoniſhed him by a viſion to adjoin himſelf-to the 
true church again, which the good man for the preſent, 
blinded with lucre and honour, did not regard as he 


413; 


'provoked him to prayer and .alms-deeds, and other du- 


wat he ſaw a ſweet boy, in white apparel, of admirable 
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ought to have done, The night after, he was {courged 
by Angels; whereupon, in the morning, putting on ſack- 
cloth, with - much weeping and lamentation, he went 
to the Chriſtian congregation, praying them for the 
tender mercies of Chriſt, that he might be received in- 
to their commuyion again; which requeſt was ac- 
cordingly 7 unto him. Clark's general Mar. 
tyroleg y. | | 

Cyprian relates a ſtory of one of his fellow miniſters, 
who, in the midſt of his torments, began to faint, be- 
ing greatly afraid of death, and deſired to be releaſed ; 
at which time there appeared to him a young man of 
admirable beauty, and ſo bright, that man's mortal 
eye could ſcarce endure to behold him; who angerly 
ſaid to him, „Pati timetis, exire non vultis, quid fa- 
cium vobis; © To ſuffer, you dare not, to go out 
you will not, what ſbkll I do with you!?“ Iden. 
1hid. 

4+ They quicken, encourage, and comfort us. 

A certain godly woman riding behind her huſband, 
who was a perſecutor of Mr Bolton, as they were ri- 
ding, it thundred and lightned extraordinarily, fo that 
he trembled exceedingly ; his wife, with a chearful 
voice, ſaid, © Huſband, What ails you? Why do 
you tremble thus? He anſwered, © Do you not hear 
how terribly it thunders?? She anſwered, “ Yes, I 
hear it:?“ „ And, ſaid he, Do you not tremble al- 
ſo?” She anſwered; . No, ſhe was not at all afraid; 
for ſhe knew it was but the voice of her father.” He 
was amazed at her chearfulneſs and anſwer ; and began 
to think with himſelf, © Surely theſe puritans have 
ſomething within them, that they are able to bear up 
in ſuch ſtorms, and that they have peace, and are 
chearful, while I tremble.” And being not far off, 
immediately he did ride. up to, Mr Bolton, beſeech- 
ing pardon that he had perſecuted him, and de- 
— that he would tell him what he ſhould do to be 

ved. Py f N b 
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Thomas Ward, of Tiſo, in Warwickſhire, was all 
his younger days very looſe and diſſolute, an enemy 
to goodneſs, and an hater of good men; but it pleaſed 
God at laſt to convert him, after a ſtrange and won- 
derful manner, which was thus :—In the morning, as 
he lay in his bed, plotting and contriving how to moleſt 
and perſecute ſome of his godly neighbours, there ap- 
peared to him the viſion of a city, wherein there were 
many poor ragged lambs in the ſtreets, and a man 
driving ot them, and he heard a voice ſay ing unto him, 
What are theſe ?*? To which he anſwered, “ Sheep,” 
Then ſaid the voice again, © Theſe are my Sheep 
whom thou perſecuteſt,” Preſently after, he ſaw ano- 
ther viſion of a pile of faggots, and heard a voice, ſay- 


ing, What are theſe ?? He anſwered, «+ 4 1 


Then, ſaid the voice, As theſe are bound up for the 
fire, ſo thou deſerveſt to be bound hand and foot, and 
calt into everlaſting fire, He anſwered, “ Truth, 


Lord :?? Yet withal he earneſtly cried to the Lord for 


mercy ; and preſently after, he ſaw another viſion, a 
pillar of braſs, but ſo bright and glorious, that he was 
not able to look upon it ; then ſaid the voice, © Be of 
good comfort, for thou art a choſen veſſel, which ſhall 
ſuffer many things for my name's ſake.” To which 


he ſaid; „Lord, if it be thy will, let it be now.” 
And preſently he had a blow given him on his ſide, 


as with a dagger, the mark whereof he carried with 
bim to his grave. After this, it pleaſed God to 


riſe lim up with comfort, and he became an emi- 


nent profeſſor, and was very zealous for the truth. 
White. . 

A little before the eighth perſecution began, God, 
by a viſion, revealed it to Cyprian, ſaying to him, 
Be quiet, and of good comfort, for peace will come, 
albeit a little ſtay there is for a while, for that ſome 
remain yet to be proved, and tried.” Clark. 

Theodorus, for ſinging a pſalm ut the removing of 
the body of Babilas, being apprehended, was examined 
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with exqlilite torments,” and ſo cruelly excruciates 
from morning till almoſt noon, that hardly he eſcaped 
with life; and being afterwards aſked. by his friend 
How he could endure ſuch extreme terments ? {2id, 


„That at firſt he felt ſome pain; but afterwards there 
' ſtood by him a young man, who, as he was ſweating 


with the pain, wiped away his ſweat; ard oft · times ſo 
refreſhed him with cold water, wherewith he was fo 
delighted, that when he was let dawn From the er. 
gine, it grieved him more than before... Clark. 
Whilſt Auguſtine was yet a Manichee, his mother 


Monica bad a dream, that ſhe was ſtanding upon a 


- wooden rule, and being very ſad, ſaw a glorious 
young man, very joytul, and of a .chearful - counte- 
nance coming unto her, and that he aſked her the 
cauſe of her ſadneſs; and when ſhe had declared, that 
it was by reaſon of ſorrow that ſhe liad for her ſon, 


who was then in the way of deſtruction. He. bid her 


be of good cheer; and wiſhed her to mark and ob- 


; ſerve, and that ſhe ſhould ſee her ſon to be with 


her where ſhe was; and ſo ſhe ſaw her. fon ſtanding 


with her upon the ſame rule. Auguſt. Confeſſ, I. 3. 


Experiences of this Truth, as to Corverſion. 


FOR ſome experiences of the Angels contributing 


to. our converſion. 

On a time, Auguſtine being in great heavinels, and 
deep contrition of heart, cried out, Oh; what is this? 
What ſuffer I under the tyranny of ſin? Unlearned 
men take Heaven by violence, and we, with all our 
learning, Iy grovelling in fleſh and blood.” After 


this, he had a great conflict; for all his paſt pleaſure 


. repreſented themſelves before his eyes, ſaying, © What 
wilt thou depart from..us? and ſhall we be no mort 
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;  vith thee for ever ?” And then a marvellous tempeſt 
1 of weeping came upon him, ſo that he caſt himſelf on 
the ground under a fig-tree, and gave full ſcope to his 
N eyes, which brougbt forth preſently whole floods of 
: tears; and then, behold be heard a voice, as if it Had 
been of a boy or maid finging, and ſaying, © Tol- 
> le & lege, Tolle & lege;” „ Take up and read, 
0 Take up and read:“ Wherefore repreſſing the force 

of his tears, interpreting, that this voice came from 
: Heaven, and was ſpoken by Angels, he took up 
"the book of Paul's Epiſtles, which he had with 
him, with a purpoſe to read the firſt chapter that 
he ſhould find, and opening it, his eyes fixed on theſe 
words: „ The night is ſpent, the day is at hand, 
let us therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs; and let 


bs us put on the armour of light; let us walk honeſtly, 
- as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenneſs, not 
a in chambering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and en- 
TW vy, but put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” & c. And 


by this means he was converted. Aug. 1. 8. Confe J 
c. 12. 

A woman telling me of her great trouble and uf, | 
and of her long continuance in the pangs of the New 
Birth, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe heard at laſt a voice, plainly 
and diſtinctly ſaying to her, as ſhe was bewailing her 
fins, © If thou'll forger, PI forget; If thow'll forget, 
II forget.“ 

A man labouring in the pangs of his New Birth, 
began to deſpair of ſalvation, and at laſt concluded, he 

ſhould be damned; wherenpon, plotting and contri- 
ving what was beſt to do, he reſolved to make away 
himſelf, and not to live any longer: For theſe reaſons, 
I. Becauſe be conceived, the longer he lived, the more 
and great would be his ſin. And, 2. The more would 
God by his fin be diſhonoured. And, 3. The more 
and greater would his torment proportionably to 
his fin be in the fire of hell: And even now going to 
the place where he bad appointed the execution and 


i 
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felf-murder, there came ſuddenly into his mind, (as if 


a dart of light had been injected) theſe very words, 


„Who knows?“ On which, pondering and rumina- 


ting, he afked himſelf, © Who knows what?“ and 
preſently was thrown in (as he conceived) the end of 
the ſentence, Who knows what is God's decree, or 
mind concerning me, neither Angels, Devils, nor Men.” 
On which words, pauſing and conſidering a while, he 
reaſoned thus with himſelf, “ If I know not God's 
mind, it may be I ſhall be faved.” Upon this he 


| Paid his purpoſe, put on by Satan, and probably pre- 


vented by an Angel, and ſo went. to prayer, and with- 


in three days after he received comfort. 


— FRG 
Of the Duties that concern us in this ReſpeCt. 
1. IN all datigers, let us fiir up Faith, and exerciſe 


tt on the promiſes of Angel - protection: Art thou a 


foldier ? © Do violence to no man; neither accuſe any 
falſely, and be content with thy wages; march, 
charge, retreat, do duty according to command, . God 
ſhall cover thy head in the day of battle,” for thou art 
in thy ways ;” but if thou invadeſt the miniſterial 


Office, preſuming to preach, who never was ſent, Jook 


to thyſelf, thou canſt not, without uſurpation, pretend 
te God's keeping, for thou art © out of all thy ways; 
Nor do I fear the frowns of any, if offended bere- 
at, and reproving me for giving this juſt reproof : 1 
am ſure I am in my calling, © in my ways;” ard 
therefore with comfort and confidence way rely on 


Cod and his Angels protection, only that we abuſe 


not the promiſe, as the Devil did. Let us © Keep 
in our ways,” that we may be kept ſafe. by the 
Angels, then only is Angel- protection to be expett- 


ed, when we arc. in the ways God hath appoint- 
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| ed; that is to ſay, within the compals of our ge- 
if neral and particular callings ; * They ſhall keep thee 
y in all thy ways,” or in all thy bounds, or in all thy 
A courſes appointed thee by God. Surely we have need 
to look to ourſelves in all our actions, as in eating, 
drinking, ridipg, ſporting, for even in thefe God hath 
F ſet us our ways: We hear of many fad diſaſters of 
God's deareſt ſervants ; and we need not wonder, if 
we but conſider their wanderings. Alas! they keep 
not within compals, they are out of their ways, or o- 
therwiſe they might walk ſafely without any danger, 
If Jacob keep but in his ways, he may ſafely meet 
with his brother Eſau coming againft him with four 
hundred men. Mr Dod would ſav, he cared not where 
he was, if he could but anſwer thele two queſtions well : 
„% Who am I? And what do 1 here? Am Fa child 
of God? And am I in my way:!“ If we were care- 
ful of theſe things, we might free ourſelves from all o- | 
ther cares. Oh, let us look to our ways ! = 
2. In our ſickneſſes, ſores, dangers of plague or 9 
peltilence, let us eye the promiſe of Angel-miniſtra- 9 
8 tion: „ Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the noiſome 
ny peſtilence. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror br 
night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day, nor for .Y 
od the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, nor for the de- [ 
t ſtruction that waſteth at noon-day; a thouſand ſhall [ 
ial fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand” at thy right hand, 
but it ſhall not come nigh thee : There ſhall no 
nd evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague come nigh thy 
; dwelling ; for be ſhall give his Angels _ys over 
re. thee.“ 
Many other promiſes we have, both to prevent and 
od qualify, and to remove ſickneſſes: As, 
on Exod: xv. 26. Deut. vii. 15.; Pſal. Ixi. 3+; Heb. 
xi. 6, 7, 8.; Iſa. 40. 3i. And well may we live by 
rep Wh faith on ſuch promiſes as theſe. But why ſhould the 
promiſes of Angel-miviſtration be out of uſe? Lo what 
end are theſe ems, * we may not reſt or roll our- 


Ej3* * 


of Angel- miniſtration, as to ſupplies. 
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{elves upon them as well as others? Should God ſay in 
our ſickneſſes, Send to ſuch a phyſician, and make 
uſe of him, and you ſball be cured,” we ſhould ſub- 
mit. And are not theſe Heavenly phyſicians of more 
value? And have we not an expreſs promiſe, that in 
their miniſtration we ſhall liave health? Oh, let us eye 
theſe promiſes ! v.10 

3. In our outward wants, let us have ſome thoughts 
It is a wonder 
how all the creation is ſerviceable to man; the very 
plants and herbs admimiſter' to his food; the beaſts of 
the field, and fowls of the air, are for his ſuſtenance; 
the ſun and ſtars contribute to his being and preſerva- 
tion; if any piece of the creation ſhould eſcape his 
minifliy, one would think it ſhould be the migh- 
ty and bleſſed Angels; and yet behold an Angel 


. provides | bread for Elijah, and water for Iſhmael, 
and all other neceſſaries for God's children. 


« The world is yours,“ ſaith the apoſtle. God would 
never have made this Field, (the world) were it not 
for the Corn, (the Godly) growing in it; and as of 
this Corn the Angels are the reapers, fo they have care 


of it for its nouriſhment and preſervation. Art thou a 


Saint, and in want? Surely it concerns thee to ſhake off 
idleneſs, to take the opportunity, and to obferve God's 
providence in all affairs, and amjdſt thoſe ſeveral pro- 
.vidences of his ordering, forget not the miniſtration of 
the Angels. For my part, if together with the Word, 
my ow experiences may be any encouragent, i do 
verily think, that rather than thou ſhouldſt die for thirſt, 
an Angel will open thy eyes to ſee a fountain, out ſof 
which thou may'*ſt fill thy bottle with water, and take 
and drink. * 5 
4. In learning the whole council, will, and mind of 
God, let us turn over thoſe leaves which ſpeak of An- 
gels: Theſe are the inviſible attenders of the bleſſed 
Deity ; and without ſom knowledge and apprehenſion 
ot them, we ſhall never attain to conceive of their 
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God and ours, as we ought to do. But in this knov- 
ledge, let us mind eſpecially their miniſtration to our 
inward man: Herein are many depths, yet are they 
ſweet, delightful, and moſt profitable truths, They 
come to our - phantaſms (the ſpecies of ſounds, of 
ſhapes, or whatſoever elſe, as they are kept and pre- 
ſerved by the inward ſenſes) and they move them at 
pleaſure, and put together ſuch conceptions or appre- 
henfions, as are moſt accommodate and fitted for the 
knowledge of that truth, which they would ſuggeſt to 
our minds. Is not this worthy our knowledge? Shall 
the Angels take paing to ſpeak to us, and to acquaint 
us with the knowledge of ſaving truths, and ſhall not 
we willingly harken to them? O! let us liſten to 


what the) fay; and that they may have matter to 


work upon, and to ſpeak to us about, let us be ever 
ready and prompt to receive good images and impreſ- 
ſion of things into our fancy. It is ſaid, that the An- 
gels cannot put into our fancies what never was there 


before, as they cannot make a man born blind to 


dream of colours, and their differences ; but they can 
make many compoſitions and deductions of the Images 
they find there, to the ſaying of what they will; and 
therefore let us hear all the good we can, and take 
heed of receiving ill impreſſions by our ears, or eyes, 


or any other way. If any one tell us an ill ſtory 
once, the Devil will tell it us a thouſand times. It is 


4 great happineſs to this purpoſe not to know ill. And 
on the other ſide, if we ſee or hear good objects, and 
that our memories (which are as treaſures of all we fee 
or hear) be ſtuffed and filled with many ſuch good 
things, then may we comfortably hope, that the Angels 
will make uſe of all thoſe 1 images to converſe with us, 
and tell us over and over what is the will and mind of 
God. 


5. In the many motions, aſpirations, and holy 


ſuggeſtions to this or that good, let us ſtop a while, 


and ſeriouſly conſider whence theſe come, certainly if 
I 


* 


1 


they are of gocd, and tend to good, they come either 
from the Spirit of God, or from his holy and bleſſed 
Angels. 1 vonfeſs the efficacicus power on the heart, 
belongs only to the Spirit of God. It is the Holy 
Ghoſt that over-rules, and melts, and new-moulds us, 
that ſo perſuades us to charm, and turn, and captivate 
our ſouls ; yet the Angels are ordinances, means and 
helps of God's own appointment; they are miniſtring 
Spirits, ſent from God - to. counſel and perſuade us to 
' *this and that duty. And whether the good motions 
inſtilled proceed from the holy Spirit, pr from theſe 
miniſtring Spirits, it is good for us to liſten, and hark. 
en to theſe movings, werkings, hints, intimatiehs. Me- 
thinks we ſhould Larken to the advice of a friend, How 
much more to God and his Angels? Ob, How ſad is 
it for any ſoul. by fin to counterwork the actings of 
Angels, and breatlings of the Spirit! That the An- 
gels ſhould knock, at your hearts, and that the Spirit 
ihou!d put in the hand by the hole of the door, and 
vet that! neither ſhould be yielded unto, but both re- 
Aſted; i muſt needs grieve the Holy Ghoſt, and 
grieve the holy Angels that would perſuade us, and 
ical us up unto the day of redemption. 

6. In the occaſions of evil, or temptations to this 
or that ſin, obſerve we the ſtops and lets which often are 
made by the holy and. bleſſed Angels: We little think 

tiow buſy the Angels are for good ; the Devil, we 
know, is like a roaring lion; and the day paſſeth not 
over our heads, wherein he offers not this or that temp- 
tation to inſnare our ſouls. And are not the good 
Angels at counter-work? Do not they as often pull us 
back? Or do not they at; leaſt very often hedge and 
tlock up our ways, by withſtanding the occaſions of 


many a ſin? O then fay as Jacob did, “ Surely the. 


Angels of the Lord were in the preventing of this 
temptation, and I knew it not.” It were enough to 
| ſtrike us into a dread, and to break forth into praiſes 
of God, if, in the overcoming of any tem-tation, we 


G 


dad ſome thoughts of the protection and miniſtration” 
of Angels. Surely, ſhould. we ſay, „The Lord and 
his Angels have heiped and relieved us, or Satan had- 
prevailed, and we had been quite foiled.” 

7. In our deadneſs, fears, ſorrows, afflictions, let us 
remember the words of Eliſha to his ſervant, “ Fear 
not; for they that be with us, are more than they that 
ars againſt us.” Seldom did the Angels appear to any, 
but this was their language, “ Fear not;“ as, Fear not, 
Daniel; and, Fear not, Zacharias; and Fear not, Mary; 
and, Fear not, Shepherds; and, Fear not, Paul. It is 
one of their prime offices, eto ſtrengthen the weak 
hands, to confirm the feeble knees, and to ſay to them 
that are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, fear not: Be- 
hold your God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompence, he will come and {ove you.” When 


David ſaid to Abiathar, that we may imagine the An- 


gels ſay to us, Far not, ye fons ard daughters ot 
the Almighty, we are your prote Kors, ſtrengthners, 
comforters ; and with us, and by us, you ſhall be in 
dernde O! the many quieknings, encouragings, 

omfortings, that the ſaints have by the miniſtration 
wy Angels! “Next to my God, and my Saviour, (faith 
Biſhop Hall), I ſhall ever place my greateſt comfort 
and confidence in the Angels of Gcd, neither hath 
earth nor heaven any creature-comforters Ike unto / 
theſe ; there is none like them, or to be compared with 
them.” 

8. At all times and ſeaſons, let us think and carry 
curſe] ves, as in the preſence of God, and ſight of bis 
Angels. If I may inſtance in ſome ti nes. As, 1. In 
time of temptation, let us think of it then. Seneca 
gave Lucilius this counſel, © Whatever he was doing, 
that he ſnould imagine ſome of the Roman  worthies 
did behold him, and then he would do nothing diſſio- 
nourable.” Surely, if the eye of God, and of his An- 
gels were ever in our eye, this would be a ſuperſedeas, 
od. counter- poiſon againſt all ſin. Tell me, How dare 

12 
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you fin in their preſence, or do that in their view, 
which you would not dare to do in the ſight and pre- 
ſence of ſome earthly man? I charge you before 
God, and eur Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the elect An- 
gels, faith Paul; q. d. Conſider God's preſence, and 
Chriſt's preſence ; or, if they work but little with you, 
conſider the preſence of the elect Angels: Surely, the 
nearer things come to the manner of our preſence, the 
more they will affect us; and therefore confider, that 
the Angels are preſent with us, in the very room 
where we are acting our very wickeneſs. I bluſh to 
think, (ſaid the author before cited) how often I have 
done that whereof the Angels were aſhamed for me; 1 
abhor myſelf to recount their juſt diflikes; and do will- 
ingly profeſs how unworthy I am of ſuch friends, if I 
be not hereafter jealous of their juſt offence, 

2. In time of public ſervice, and public duty, think 
en it then, For this cauſe, (ſaith the Apoſtle) ought 
the woman to have power over her head (that is to ſay, 
to be modellily veiled) becauſe of the Angels.” Elec 
Angels are exact and careſul obſervers, and eye- wirneſſes 
of our behaviour and deportment in the public ordinances. 
To this end were the, curtains of the tabernacle pictured 
ſu! of Cherubims, to ſignify, that «bout our folema 
meetings, whole troops ef Angels take notice of our 
carriage. Surely, if this were confidered, Wwe ſhould 
be very ſerious in God's worſhip ; yea, how ſpiritual 
and heavenly ſhould we be, if our hearts were but fixed 
on theſe glorious Angels? „O ye bleſſed Spirits, (ſaid 
Biſhop Hall) ye are ever by me, ever with me, ever about 
me, but eſpecially in God's houſe, I do as good as ſee you, 
tor I know you to be there; I reverence your glorious 
perſons ; I bleſs God for you ; I walk awfully ; becauſe 
I am ever in your eyes, I walk confidently, becauſe 
I am ever in your hands.” My brethren, we are even 
now at this time of public meeting, amidſt watchful 
and waking Overſeers: We are lookt and lookt thro 
in all our ways, as if Heaven were all eyes round about 
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learn to imitate Angels. 


our imitstion. When we ſay, “ Thy will be done in 
_ | 7 1 


us. Oh then with what fear and trembling, with what 
reverence and devotion ſhould we {ſtand or wait here 


before God, and his holy Angels ? o 


9. In reference both to others and ourſelves, let us 


1. For others, let us imitate thus: They are as our 
guardians, phy licians, purveyors, tutors, inſtructors, 
loldiers, quickners, encouragers, comforters ; ſo let us 
in our ſeveral ſtations and places aſpire to Angelical 
worie ; if the Angels guard us, let us be as guardians 
of one another; if they ftudy our health, let us wiſh 
health, and endeavour it as we may one for another; 
if they purvey for us, let us relieve the neceſſity of the 
Saints; if they tutor us, let us acquaint ene another 
with the myſteries of grace; if they inſtruct us, and 
perſuade us to our duties, let us conſider one another, 
to provoke unto love, and to good works : „ Exhort 
one another daily, while it is called to day.” If they 
fight for us, and take part with us againſt the evil 
Angels, let us take part with the Saints againit the op- 
preſſion and violence of all wicked men; if they quick- 
en, encourage and comfort us, let us quicken the ſloth- 
ful, confirm the weak, and comfort the feeble minded. 
Surely the way to have Angels reward, or to ſee the 
ſace of God, is to do the work of Angels. Oh let us 
improve this piece of the creation to _— as well as 
all the reſt. 

2. For ourſelves, let us imate thus: 1. Ne 
the» Majeſty of God, as they do. 2. Stand ready preſt 
to execute the will of God, as they do, Pſal. 103. 20. 
3. Let us ſtudy holineſs, as they do; they are of a 
moſt holy nature, and therefore are they called Hol 
Angels.“ So be we holy, even as they are holy, It 
is but equal, that we who expect to be like the Angels 
in glory, ſhould be like them in grace. Many would 
ſtrive to be like them for gifts and parts, but not for 
holineſs, which yet is the ſpecial thing propounded to 
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earth, as it is in heaven;? no queſtion, this princi- 
ally is intended, that we ſhould lead bere Angeli- 
al lives; that is, in Heaven they are ever doing 
- God's will, there is no Jin there, ſo we ſhould keep 
harmony with the Angels of Heaven, and do his will 
here. | | 
| 10. To conclude, in all our duties, as ip reference 
to the Angels, let us “ look unto Jeſus the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith.“ They are as the means and 
inſtruments of our good, but he is the Author and Fi- 
niſher, and all the efficacy flows from him. Hence it 


is tbat we muſt chiefly apply ourſelves to him, „ Truſt 


not in Man, no, nor in Princes,“ faith the Pfalmilt, 
So may 1 go on, truſt not in Princes, no nor in An- 
gels, nor Archangels abſolutely, but {till in ſubordina- 
tion unto Jeſus Chriſt, This uſe the pſalmiſt teaches 
us of Angel- protection; “ The Angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear him. And what 
then? „O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good; 
bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him; not in them, 
but in bim. Our chief confidence quſt be in none 
that is on this ide God. When God promiſed Moſes, 
that an Angel ſhould go be fore Iſrael, and yet withal 
threatned the ſubduction of his own preſence, (“ I will 
ſend an Angel before thee, but I will not go up in the 
midſt of thee.) No marvel if Moſes were no leſs trou- 
bled, than if the had been left deſtitute and without a 


guard; and that he ceaſed not his opportunity, till he | 


dad won the gracious engagement of the Almighty for 
his preſence in that whole expedition. If thy p 

ſence go. not with us, carry us not up hence.“ For 
What is the greateſt Angel in Heaven without his ma- 
ker? O then let us eye God, and eye Jeſus Chriſt in 
all, above all, apd beyond all Angel-miniſtration. It 
was a ſweet ſaying of one we mentioned before, 
K Bleſſed be God for the Angels, as the Author of 
them and their. protection; and hleſſed be the Angel 
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nei- teQtion and other bleſſinge. Let the Angels have their 
gel- due, but let Ged in Chriſt, be our All in All; for as 
ing by Him the Angels were created, ſo were they created 
deep for Him; and he is before all things all things cenfiſt. 


and CHAP. VI. SECT. I. 
ce it Of the Miniſtration of Angels at our Death. 


niſt. THUS far have we obſerved the Angels miniſtra- 
An- tion, even until death. And yet they have not done; "i 
ina- WW for no ſooner death ſeizeth on the elect, but they mini- 
ches fler to them, and in ſome reſpects continue their mini- 
en- ſtration till the reſurrection- day. In order to this, we 
vat I ſhall /t obſerve how wings; 3 and, ſecondly, 
od; our duties. 

iem, 1. For their miniſtration, that known place is moſt 
on: WW obvious. And it came to paſs, that the beggar 
oſes, died, and was carried by the Angels into Abraham's 
thal W boſom.” And we read of „Michael, the Archangel, 
will W contending with the Devil about the body of Moles.” 4 
the Whence * obſerve, © That Angels have a care not 

rou- ¶ only of the fouls, but of the bodies; yea, even of the 
ut a dead bodies of the ſaints.“ | 


for 8 ECT. II. 1 8 
Fer Of the Manner of Angel-Miniſtration at that Time. 


ſt in FOR the manner of their miniſtration, it relates both 
It to bodies and ſouls. 

fore, 1. For the bodies of the Faithful. | 

r of 1. In the very agony of death, they help and eaſe 

gels them. Thus was Chriſt refreſhed in the midſt of his 

pro. © Agony by an Angel,” In like manner are they 
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Ferviceable to the Saints; for if ordinary phyſicians 
have their electuaries, how, much more. can the Angel; 


- miniſter cordials in thei way? a 
2. After death, they guard the bodies of the Saints, 


The Devil would have abuſed the dead body of Moſer, 
but Michacl, the Archangel, contended with him, and 


reſcued the body out of his hands. Satau's malice is 


without end, and therefore hath he ſtirred his inliry- 
ments to abuſe the dead bodies of many martyrs; he 
loves not that duſt wherein the Holy Spirit dwelleth, 


but the Angels take care of every duſt; ſo that not 


one ſhall be loſt at the general day. Suppoſe them 
ſcattered up and down the world, yet are they but 


thrown and ſoun in the earth, that they may ſpring out 


again to a. glorious incorruption; and, in the.mean- 
time, the Angels are a guard, and have a regard to 
them in their fleep, till the morning of their. reſurree- 
tion day 

2. Fer the ſouls of the faithful. 

1. The Angels, in the very article and point ef 
death, are vigilant over them, and oft- times inſpire the 
parting ſouls with a ſpirit of divination, or conſolation, 
ſurpaſſing all human knowledge. Thus Gregory could 
ſay, that c Sometimes ſouls before their departure, 
came to the knowledge of things by revelation, and 
ſometimes by. heavenly inſpiration, . they penetrate with 


their ſpiritual eyes, the very ſecrets of Heaven itſelf,” 


Do we not ſee, by“ experience, that when the foul is 
drawing into a ſeparate condition, it is in a great part 
delivered from bodily operations, and from the buſineſs 
of the outward ſenſes, and from the commerce with ex- 
ternal and wordly matters, which puts it as it were in- 
to a kind of ſabbath, or ſtate. of reſt ? Now the more 
quiet the ſoul is, and the more ſequeſted from earthly 
and outward things, the more apt it is to enjoy the 
benefit of internal light, and the better fitted for ſpi- 
ritual commerce with God himſelf, or with his Angels, 


which, (faith Dr War mſtrey ), may alſo lead us to un- 
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derſtand ſomething towards a reaſon, why men draw- 
ing near their departure, are obſerved to be diſpoſed to 
preſage and propheſy, to be of full comfort, as if Hea- 
ven entered into Wem, be fore they could enter into 
Heaven. 

2. The 4 band ready to receive ſouls ſeparate 
from their bodies, into their embraces. Marcarius, a 
learned monk, could ſay, that immediately after death, 
the quires-of Angels received the ſouls of Saints into 
their own fide in to the pure world, and fo brought 
them unto the Lord. Wicked men, when they die, 
ſhall have a black guard of Angels to receive them, and 


to haul them down to hell; but the godly. ſhall have 


a white guard, the ſame Angels that were ſaid before 
to bear them up in their hands,” will then receive 
them into their arms, and fall upon them with hugs, 
and kiſſes, and embraces. 

3. Angels convey ſouls in their hands, or on their 
wings, through the aff and middle region, up into Hea- 
ven. We cannot go from earth to heaven; but we 
mult needs paſs through the Devil's territories, or thro? 
the air, (for fo is Satan called, . The Prince of the 
power of the air;” that is to ſay, of the airy dominion, 
or princedom), thither were devils, with Satan their 


prince, exil'd from Heaven. Whence the Jews have 


a tradition, „That all the fpace betwixt the earth 
and the firmament, is full of troops of evil ſpirits : And 
it is the opinion of all Doctors, (iaith Hierome), that 
Devils have their manſions and reſidence in that ſpace 
between the Heaven and earth.” And although ſome 
againſt this allege thoſe texts, . For if God ſpared not 
the Angels which ſinned, but caſt them 4 to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkneſs, to be re- 


ſerved unto Judgment. And the Angels whichkept not 


their firſt eſtate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
reſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs unto the 
judgment of the great day.” Yet learned Mede hath 
expounded the firſt text thus: — he caſt them 
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down to. Hellward, or to this lower orb, there to be 
reſerved for chains of darkneſs at the day of judgment. 
And the latter text thus : That the evil ſpitits which 
fell into this lower region, were there to be reſerved as 
in a priſon, for eye: laſting- chains of darknels at the 
judgment day.” This is tie valley of the ſhadow of 
death, through which the ſouls of ſaints are to g0 to 
Heaven; und, becauſe of the daugerous voyage, the 
Angels ſcour and clear the paſſage for them; they 
go with them, and fight for them, and-with ſpecd and 
triumph at laſt convey them to their Father's houſe. 
Ob! in what pomp and triumph did Lazarus“s ſoul 
ride on the wings of Angels! Never was Dives ſo 
honoured in his life, as was Lazarus at his death; be 
might ride in ſome, charior drawn with horſes, but 
Lazarus was, and the fouls of all believers ſhall be 
drawn at their deaths in fiery chariots ; they ſhall de 
Ged. and ee to Heaven by the Angels of 
4, The Angels welcome the fouls of ſaints, in ti 
Heavenly progreſs, to their Heavebly Canaan. T hey 
are not only porters to carry ſouls, but they are por- 
ters alſo to receive-ſouls ; they ſtand ready at Heaven's 
gates, to ſet open the doors, and to bid them enter in- 
to their Maſter's joy. In that viſion which Jobu had 
of the great City, the holy Jeruſalem, © He ſaw twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve Angels:? Our Engliſh 
annotations ſay, Tat “ theſe Angels are as porters to 
receive men into Heaven:“ Howſover, Adam was 
kept out of Paradiſe by the Gherubims ; yet Che- 
rubims and Seraphims, and all the Hoſt of Heaven, 
are ready to receive the faints into this glorious city. 
Oh ! what a joy will be in Hearen at the firſt admiſ- 
ſion of theſe ſouls! What claſping, cloſing, king 
a will be at this entrance betwixt nts and 
Angels? „Welcome, ſay the Angels; and welcomo, 
Tay Archangels;“ yea, the principalities triumph, 
and powers rejoice, . and. virtues hve and thrones gli 
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ter; and Cherubims give light, and Seraphims burn in 
love at the ſoul's arrival; what congratulations are 
thoſe amongſt. the Angels, that now the worſt of their 
ſervice is paſt, that now the poor ſouls they had in 
charge, are by their good help eſcaped, and freed from 
all the miſeries of the world, and ſnares of the Devil, 
and pains of Hell, and are now “ enterd through the 


ſhall live together, and love together, and ſing toge- 
ther, Jehovah's praiſe ? Never had the faints ſuch 
welcome in this world, as at this day they have, or 
ſhall have by the Angeis of Ged into the kingdom of 
God. 


5. The Angels preſent the ſouls of ſaints before 


ceive their ſentence. This muſt needs follow, the An- 
gels cannot leave their charge, till they bring them to 
kim, who gave them the charge of them; away there- 
fore they fly to the Lamb on his throne, and, cover- 
uns Wl ing their faces with their wings, there they preſent with 
hey cheerfulneſs of ſpirit his redeemed ones, g. d. Glo- 
por. nous K ing of ſaints, hither we bring theſe ſouls, which 

thou gavelt us in charge to- keep, their duſts are indeed 
returned to carth as they were, but their ſpirits muſt 
needs return to God who gave them; come take them 
into thy boſom, and glory ; they are ſpirits, yea, ſpi- 
rits ſublimated, (as being born again of water, and of 
the ſpirit), and therefore aſſimilated to thyſelf; they 
are pure ſparks, now freed, and ſevered from their duſt 
and aſbes, and therefore they fly up, or they come up 
hither on our wings unto thee, the great Spirit, that 
element of Spirits: Oh! that they may find union and 
coalition with thee ! Oh! that they may be with thee 
where thou art, and that they may for ever behold the 
glory which thou haſt given them! To whom anſwer 
s given, as from the throne, Welcome, dear ſouls, 
into this glorious kingdom of mine ; this is that iuhe- 
tance I prepared for you before the un of the 


gates into the city,“ where they and their charge 


Chriſt on his Throne, and there immediately they re- 
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lights; you only have thoſe luminous ſubſtances, or 


wherein you were created, was exceedwgly marred, 


the ſouls of ſaints, and to ſing thoſe Halelujahs thet 


/ nour, and thanks to him that. ſits on the throne, who 


- crowns before the throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, 


* 
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world. Why, you are they whom I created in my 
own image, after my own likeneſs ; you are my offspring 
created immediately by my hand, and in my image, 
as to your very ſubſtance. It is true, I made all the 
world, and ſomething I made out of nothing, as the 
chaos was made, but my image*other creatuies did not 
bear; you only are ſpiritual ſubſtatices ; and vital- 


» 


ſubſtantial lights, from tlie gift of your creation, which 
is a degree above the Angels, for they have-not any 
light genial and inherent to their eſſence, but are only 
mirrors of the increated light. And though a taint 
came upon you by reaſon of fin, ſo that this 3 image 


yet, by a work of grace, I renewed this image; ajd 
thereupon, that original affinity to me, the Gog of 
Spirits, is not only reſtored, but endeared,” And 
now this is my ſentence, Well done, good and faith- 
ful ſervants, you have been faithful over. a few things, 
I will make you ruler over many things, enter you ih» 
to the joy of your Lord,” 

6. The Angels now begin to join in comfort, with 


\ 


never [hall have end. And round abeut the throne 
were four beaſts, full gf eyes before and behind, and 
they reit not day and night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and 

to come. And when thèſe beaſts.give glory and bo- 


liveth for ever and ever, the four and twenty elders fall 
down before Him that ſits on the throne, and worſhip 
Him that liveth for ever and ever, and caſt their 


O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power, for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy ſake they are, 
and were created. And I heard the voice of many 
Angels round about the throne; and the beaſts, and 
the elders, and the number of the Angels was ten thou- 
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ſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands, 


ſay ing, with a loud voice, worthy is the Lamb that was 


flain to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. — After 
this I beheld, and lo a great multitude, which no'man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and neo- 
ple, and tongues, ſtood before the Throne, and before 


the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 


hands, and cried with a loud voice, ſaying, Selvation 
to our God which ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto. 
the Lamb; 'and all the Angels ſtood round about the 


Throne, and about the Elders and the four Beaſts, and 
ſell before the Throne on their faces, and worſhipped - 


God, ſaying, Amen; Bleſſing and Glory, and Wiſ- 
dom, and Fhankſgiving, and Honour, ad Poice wad 

Might, be unto God, for ever and ever Amen.” 
Lo here, all God's Saints of the Old and New 


Teſtament, called “ Twenty four Elders,” com- 
. prehended under the twelve Patriarchs, and twelve 


Apoſtles, and all the Miniſters of Chriſt, called 
«four Beaſts,” or © living weights,” comprehended 
under the four Evangeliſts; — all the Angels of 
Feaven, an innumerable company of Angels, all join- 
ing in one concert: Oh! what joys are here? What 
harmonies are theſe? What warbling of Saints and 
Angels. If Francis, (as Bonaventure ſtories it), hear- 
mg but one Angel play upon an harp, was ſo tran- 
ſported with the melody, that be thought himſelf in a- 
nother world; how are the ſouls of Saints tranſported, 


| who no ſooner arrive into glory, but they hear more 


than twelve legions of Angets, accompanied with a 


vumberleſs number of glorious Saints, all ſingi Lark 


a once, Hallelujah; * Holy, holy, boly, I. 
God Almighty, praiſe, and honour, -and glory, a 


power be unto God, and Chriſt, and the Spirit of 


Chriſt, for erer and ever.? 


| 


h 


SECT. III. 


Of the Experiences of this Truth. 
I ſhall add ſome experiences of this bleſſed truth. 


t. THEY help us, and eaſe us, in the pangs of 

death. Et 

Mr Hawks being Mtreated of his fr bd that in the | 
midſt of the flame wherein he inuſt die, he would ſhew 
them ſome token, if he could, that the fire was net» ſo 
intolerable, but a man might therein keep his mind 
quiet and patient; this he aſſented to, and promiſed, | 
that if the rage of the pain were tolerable, he would 
lift up his hands above his head, before he gave up the 
ghoſt, At the ſtake, he mildly and patiently addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to the fire, and after his fervent prayers 
made to God, fire was put to him. In it he continued 
long; and when his ſpeech was taken away by the 
flame, his ſkin drawn altogether, and his fingers con- 
ſumed with the fire, ſo that all men thought he had 
been dead, he, being mindful of his promiſe, ſuddenly 
lift up his hands, burning of a light fire, and with 
great joy, clapped them three times together, where- 
upon there was ſuch ſhouting: amongſt the people, eſpe- 
cially by -thoſe that knew the meaning of it, as the 
like had ſcarce been heard; and fo the bleſſed Martyr, 
preſently finking down into the fire, geo up his ſpirit 
unto God. Fox Martyr. | 

Mr James Bainham, being at the ſtake to be burnt, 

in the midſt of the flames, which had half conſumed 

| his arms and his legs, he ſpake theſe words: “O, ye 
Papiſts, behold ye look for miracles, and here now you 
may ſee one; for in this fire I feel no more pain than 
1 1 were in a bed of down; yea, it is to me as à bed 
of roles, Idem ibid. > 
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There was in Mechlin, one Andrew Thiſſen, who 
had three ſons, whom he carefully brought up in the 
knowledge of the truth, two of them were condemu- 
ed to the fire, and one of them feeling the violence of 


the flame, ſaid, „O what a ſmall pain is this, com- 


pared to the glory to come!” And ſo committing 
their ſpirits into the hands of God, they finiſhed their 
race. ONE 

Henry Voes, and John Eſch, being brought to the 
ſtake for their teſtimony to the Proteſtant Religion, 
when the fire was kindled at their feet, one of them 
laid. Methinks you do ftrew roſes under my 
fect!” And preſently after they quietly flept in the 
Lord. N | ; ONT 

William Cowper, being ready t# die, ſaid, “ Now, 
my ſoul, be glad; for, at all parts ot this priſon, 
the Lord hath ſet to his pioneers to lobſe ther: 
Head, feet, milt, and liver, are faſt failing; yea, 
the middle ſtrength of the whole body, the ſtomach, 
is weakened long ago. Ariſe, wake ready, ſhake off 
thy treten, mount up from the body, and go thy 
280 | 
. 2. They inſpire our ſouls with divination or com- 
ort. Kt 
A child of a Chriſtian gentlewoman was ſo given 
to prayer from his infancy, that before he could well 
ſpeak, he would uſe to get alone, and go to prayer; 
and as he grew, he was more frequent in prayer. At 
laſt, when he was but five years old, and whipping of 
bis top, on a ſudden he flang away his ſcourge, ſtick, 
and top, and ran to his mother, and with great joy, 
faid unto her, * Mother, I go to God, will you go 
with me ?” She anſwered, „My dear child, how doſt 


thou know . thou ſhalt go to God?” He anſwered, 


„ God hath told me ſo; for I love God, and God 
loves me — Mother, Will you go with me??? She 
anſwered, „Dear child, I muſt go when God plea- 
ſeib; but why wilt not thou ſtay with me?“ The 
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child anſwered, I will not ſtay; I muſt go to God.” 
The child lived till about a month after this happened, 
but never cared for play more; and then fell fick, al- 


ways ſpeaking that he muſt go to God, and he died in 


that fhekneb, White, 
Charles Bridgeman propheſied his departure, and how 
ſtrange a propheſy | Not only that be muſt die, but 


ſoretelling the very day: „On the Lord's day,” ſaid 


be, „look to me; neither was that a word of courſe, 


- Which appeared by his often repetition, every day aſking, 


till the day came indeed, What, is ſunday come!“ 


At laſt the Zook*d-for day came on, and no fooner had 


the fun beautified that morning, but be fell into a 
trance. V\ hat, think you, meant his bleſſed ſoul, 


whilſt the body itielf uſed ſuch an action? His eyes 


were fixed, his face cheartul, his lips ſmiling, his hands 
and arms-clafping in a bow, as i he would have re- 
ceived ſome. bleſſed Angel, that there was at hand to 
receive his foul, But he comes to himſelf, and tells 


them about him, © How he ſaw the ſweeteſt boy that 


ever eyes beheld, and bids them be of good chear ; for 
he muſt preſently go with him.” One ſtanding near, 
as now ſuſpecting the time of his diſſolution, bids him 
ſay, „Lord, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit:“ 


a Ves, faid he, Lord, into thy hands I commend 


my ſpirit, which is thy due, for why thou haſt re- 
deemed it, Q Lord, my God, moſt true,” And pre- 


ſently after he died. | 
« If a. man,” ſaid Bifhop Hall, “without all ob- 


" ſervation of phyſical criticiſms, ſhall receive and give 
intelligence, many days before, what day or hour 
hall be his laſt, to what cauſe can we attribute theſe, 


but to our attending Angels??? 2 

A gentlewoman, lying on her death-bed, Mr Dod 
was ſent for to her, who ſpake of Heaven, and to fit 
her for that glory. She told him, © That ſhe felt the 
comforts of God, and that ſhe could as hardly at that 
time forbear ſinging, as formerly in child-vearing {lc 


- 


an 


could forbear cry ing; and ſhortly after ſhe died. 
Clark's Mart. | 
Mr Holland, the day before his death, calling for 
a bible, continued Lis 11.editations ard expoſitions, on 
the eighth to the Romans, for the ſpace af two hours; 
but on a ſudden he ſaid, „O, ſtay your reading, what 
brightneſs - is this I ſee?” and they ſaid, It is the 
ſun- line:: © Nay,” faith he, „It is my Saviour's 


, ſhine. - Now farewel world, welcome Heaven, the 
py day-ſtar from on high hath viſited my heart. I doubt 
"0 not but you all ſ:e that light ; but 1 feel a light with- 
d in me, that none of you all can know!“ And then 
a turning himſelf to the miniſter, who preached his ſu- 
l, neral ſermon, he ſaid, “ Sir, 1 delire you would preach 
es my funeral ſermon; for this night I die; and ſpeak 5 
I; this from me, that God deals familiarly.with man; I 
e feel his mercy ; 1 ſee his Majeſty; whether in the bo- 
to dy, or out of the body, I cannot tell, God he know- 
Is eth; but I ſee things that are unutterable.“ And be- 
at ing thus raviſhed in his ſpirit, he roamed towards hea- 
or ven with a chearful look, and ſoft ſweet voice, but 
r, what he ſaid was not underſtood. At laſt, raiſing 
m WM himſelf on his bed, as Jacob did upon his ſtaff, he end- 
* ed his bleſſed life, with theſe bleſſed words z' „“ O, thou 
d fiery chariot, that cameſt down to fetch up Elijah, 
e- carry me to my happy hold; and all ye bleſſed An- 
e- gels, that attend the ſoul of Lazarus to bring it to 
Heaven, bear me, O bear me into the boſom of my beſt 
b- beloved. Amen, Amen. Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
ve quickly ;?? and ſo he fell aſleep. Leigh. 
ur 1 Mrs Drake, a woman of great temptations and de- 
le, ſertions, at laſt growing ſickly, and free from her de- 
ſertions, ſhe became inceſſant in her diſcourſes of Hea- 
od ven and of the things of God. The Lord's day be- 
fit fore her death, ſhe called all her children together, 
he and with many admonitions, and zealous inſtructions, 
at and heavenly, diſcourſes, - ſhe ſpent much time that 


Le i © day with them. The Tawny following Mr Dod 


\ 
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came, and fpent ſome time in heavenly di courſes, and þ 

then went to prayer; and ſuddenly when prayer was N 

done, ſhe brake forth, in a wonderful manner, in theſe 6 
expreſhons. ' © Oh, ho, ho, What's this? What's this ? 

I am undone, undone, undone ; I cannot endure it. O! hy 


_ O! O: let me be gone; let me be gone; I muſt be gone, tr 
I cannot tarry, Oh, What ſhall 1 do? Lo! Lo! the he 


Angels are come; they wait and ſtay for me. O! N 
dear mother, why hold you me? I muſt be gone: O! be 
he is come; he is come ; he is come. Now yon have 1 
it; you have it; you have it; (meaning, no doubt, w: 


that now they had the iſſue and-frui:s of all their pray- an 
ers), Why hold you me? Let me be gone ; my work A: 


58 done: O, call, call, call! Where is my crown: ria 
fetch me my crown ; bring me my white robes, quick- for 
Iy, quickly, quickly; Why run ye not? the Angels He 

v5. O, it overcomes me, overcomes me, overcomes (pc 


me. What ſhall I do?, What ſhall I do? What al 
ſnalb I do? With innumerable ſuch ſwift expreſſions, ey. 


as could not well be remembered; and withal, ſhe Cl 
bea ved up ſtill all the time to the houſe top, as though | 
ſhe had feen ſome viſion, and would have flown away his 
from them all. Idem. .- Wit 


Robert Miner, on his death-bed, was ſo filled with on 

. Joy for many days together, that he could not hold; rej 
| but proclaimed the ſweetneſs and goodneſs of God from ed! 

day to day, he profeſſed his joys were unutterable; he the 

carried; as if he had been in heaven aforehand. On- 5 

ly, once talking with fome Chriſtians about him, he bra 

. cried out, © Oh, 1 have loſt it!?“ But preſently lie 
added; „Oh, I have it again, it is come, it is come!“ pal: 

At laſt, drawing near his end, be ſent for the-relator, veſ 

as formerly, and deſired his prayers; and, whilſt he ſou 

was in duty commending his ſoul: unto God, he ſud- Re 

denly roufed; and ſtirred up his body, crying, and wh 

fying aloud, with much vehemency,, „ The Lord; the 

the Lord; merciful and gracious, abundant in goodieſs the 
and truth, forgiving iniquity tranſgreſſions and fins: WW wo 
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And in the very act and heat of his proclaiming the 
Name, and Goodneſs, and Sweetneſs, and Mercy, of 
God, he bowed the head, and gave up the ghoſt, 
Lord Henry Otto, being ſentenced to death for re- 
hgion, be told the miniſter waiting on him, © I was 
troubled, but now I feel a wondertul refreſhing in my 
heart; adding, with his hands lift up to Heaven, 


« ] give thee thanks, O merciful. Father, who haſt 


been pleaſed to-fill me with fo much comfort; O now 
] fear death no longer; I will die with joy. As he 


was going to the ſcaffold, he faid to the miniſter, I 


am ſure that Chriſt Jeſus will meet my foul with his 
Angels, that he may. bring it to an everlaſting mar- 
riage, where I ſhall drink of a new cup, a cup of joy, 
for ever. Upon the fcaffold, lifting up. his eyes to 
Heaven, he ſaid, * Behold: I ſee the Heavens open,” 
(pointing with his hand to the place), where others 
alſo obſerved a- certain brightneſs which dazzled their 
eyes. And: ſo. he received the ſtroke of. the ſword, 
Clark*s Mart. in Bobemia. | 

In like manner, Bandicon being on the ſcaffold with 
bis father, fixing his eyes upon. Heaven, ſaid to his 
father, © Behold! I ſee the Heavens open, and mil- 
lions of Angels ready to receive us: Father, let us 
rtjoice and be glad; for the joys of Heaven are open- 
ed to us. Idem, In his Perſecution-of the Church in 
the Low Countries. F 

3. They ſtand ready to receive. us into their em- 
braces, and convey us through the air into Heaven. 

Romula, being trained up by Redempta, fell into a 
palſy, that ſhe was fain to keep her bed; but the ſick- 
veſs of her body being ſanCtified,. and tending to her 
ſoul's health, on a certain night ſhe haſtily: called for 
Redempta, ſaying, Come, Mother, Come Mother, 
who ſtraitways, with her other diſciple, roſe up ; and as 
they were about midnight by her bed - ſide, ſuddenly 


there came a light from Heaven, which filled all the 


wam, and then they heard a noiſe, as it were, of ma- 
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ny chat came in; the door being ſhaken, and thruk 
open, as though there had been a great preſs of people. 
Straight after that light, followed a wonderful piles. 
ſant ſmell, which did greatly comfort their trembliug 
hearts. Rona, perceiving that they could not e- 

dure that abundance of light, with fweet words com- 
forted Redempta, that ſtood trembling by her bed-lide, 


ſaying, Be not efiraid, mother, for 1 ſhall not die 


— 


at this time.“ And when ſbe had often repeated tl: 


words, by little and little the light vaniſhed away; 
but yet rhe {ſweet ſmell remained till. Upon the 
fourth night, after ſhe called again for Redempta, who 
coming in with her other diſciple, as, formerly, ſud. 
denly they heard two quires finging; before the door 
without, the one as the voices of men, that began the 


- plalms, and the other of women that anſwered ; and 


whilſt thoſe heavenly funerals were celebrating belore 


the door, the holy foul departed this life, and was 


carried in that manner up into Heaven; and the higher 
theſe two quires did aſcend, the leſs did they hear that 
celeſtial mulic, until at length they heard no more, And 
then alfo that ſweet and odoriferous ſmell vaniſhed a- 
way. Greg. Dialog. I. 4. 

Fructuoſus, Biſhop of Tarracona in Spain, with his 


two deacons, Augurius and Eulogius, ſuffered martyr 


dom; the cauſe of their puniſhment was, for profeſſing 
of Chriſt's name; their judge and condemmer was 
Emilianus, their death was by. fare, into which they 
were all caſt, with their arms bound behind them, 
But their bands and manacles being looſed by the fire, 
they lifted up their hands -to Heaven, praiſing the li- 
ving God, to the great admiration of all that flood by; 
praying, - moreover, - that the element, which ſcemed to 
fly from them, inight work his full, force upon them, 
and ſpeedily diſpatch them, which was, after their re- 
queſt, obtained. In the mean ſpace, as they were in 
the fire, there was à certain ſoldier in the houſe of 
NR who did dee the Heavens above to open 
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and theſe foreſaid martyrs to enter into the fame; 
which foldier likewiſe ſhewed the fight. the ſame time 
unto the daughter of Emilianus, the preſident, who, 
beholding the ſame fight with the ſoldier, was a pre- 


father had condemned. F ox Acts and . 
vol. 1. 

Philip de Mornay, L. of Pleſſis Marly, lying on 
his deathbed, in the midſt of his prayers, was heard to 
fay, «I fly, I fly to Heaven ; the Angels of Heaven 
are carrying me into the boſom of my Saviour.“ 
Clark's Life of Philip de Mornay. 

Mrs Stubs, on her deathbed, ſpeaking to them that 
were by, ſhe ſaid, © Oh, would God you ſaw but what 
I ſee ; for behold I ſec infinite millions of moſt glorious 
Angels ſtand about me, with fiery chariots ready to de- 
fend me. Theſe holy Angels, theſe miniſtring Spirits, 
are. appointed of God to carry my ſoul into the king- 
dom of Heaven, where I ſhall bchold the Lord face 


to face, and ſhall ſee him, not with other, but with 


theſe ſame eyes.” Life and Death of Mrs Kath. 
Ttubs. 


4. They welcome us into Heaven, and preſent us 
before Chriſt m his throne. 

Helmont, in his viſion of the ſoul, tells, that in hs 
year 1610, after a Jong wearineſs of contemplation, | 
that he-might acquire ſome gradual knowledge of his 


own mind, fallen by chance into 2 calm fleep, and 


apt beyond the limits of reaſun, he ſeemed to be in a 
hall ſufficiently obſcure ; on his left hand was a table, 
and on it a large fair viol, wherein was a ſmall quan- 
tity of liquor, and a voice from that liquor ſpake unto 
hum, „ Wilt thou have honour and riches ??? At this 
unwonted voice, he became ſurpriſed with extreme a- 
mazement ; and by and by, on his right hand, appear- 
ed a chink in the wall, through which a light invaded , 
bis eyes, with unwonted ſplendour, which made him 
wholy forgetful of the liquor) vpice, and former 


ſent witneſs of the bleſſedneſs of them whom her cruel 
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counſel, Preſently he awakened, his antient intenſe MW Her 
deſire of knowing the nature ef his ſoul, in which he 
had panted inceſſently for thirteen years together, con. MW Lik 
ſtantly remained with him. At length, amidſt the anxi- MW 41d 
ous afflictions of various fortunes, when yet he hoped a IM Vb. 
ſabbath of tranquility, he had, in a viſion, the fight of MW She 
his ſoul. It was a tranſcendent light, in the figure of So: 
a man, whoſe whole was homogeneous, actively dif. WW Of / 
cerning a ſubſtance, Spiritual, Chriſtaline, and lucent, I The 
by its own native ſplendour. And then it was reveal- Unt 
ed unto him, that this light was the ſame which he 4 
had a glimpſe of before, If the demand be, what be- Ker: 
comes of this light after its ſeparation from the body? I Pre; 
Dr Charlton, who tranſlated that book of Helwont, 1 Of , 
| youu it in this pole; Lumen de Lumine ; Ligin of i 05 
icht, and Light to Light, Ihe Angels of }ight WW gree 
take theſe luminous ſubſtances, or ſubltantial lights, 
and preſent them before that uncreated light the Lord 
of Glory; what the eſtate of this life is, and what 
it will be, is fung by Mr Moor, in his pre- exiſteney 
of the ſoul. 


LIKE to a light, faft locl'd in lantborn dark, 
Whereby, by night, our weary fteps we guide, 
In flabby ſitreets, and dirty channels, mark, 
Some wegker rays through the black top dath 
| Jide, . * bf | 
And fuſer ſtreams perbaps from horny jide; 
But when we've paſs'd the, peril of the way, 
 Arriv'd at home and laid that caſe aſide, ES 
The naked light, how clearly doth it ray, 

And ſpread its joyful beams, as bright as Sum 

mer's days . 

Even ſo ihe ſoul, in this contracted fate, 
Confin'd to theſe ftrait inflruments of ſenſe, 
More dull and narrowly dcth operate; | 

At this bale heats, the igt may ray from 
| ane: | 08 
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Here taſtes, there ſmells; but when ſhes gone 


from thence, ny” 

Like naked lamp, ſhe is one ſhining ſphere, 
And round about is perfect cogniſance : 
Whateer in ber borizon doth appear, 
She is one orb of ſenſe, all eye, all airy ear. 
Co nothing now, in death is to be aread, 
Of bim that wakes to truth and righteouſneſs, 
The corpſe lie here, the ſoul aloft is fled, 
Unto'tbe fount of perfect happineſs ; 
As earth returns to earth, this lifht no leſs, 
Returns to him that gave it, where it is 
Preſented by the Angels, with exceſs 
range melodicus muſicy joy, and bliſs, ' 
0h then. bow doth that Great Light this Light - 
greet and kiſs. | | 

5. They joy in ſweet harmony of praiſes that ſhall 
never have end. 4% | 

A certain man, called Servulus, drawing near his 
end, called for all ſuch ſtrangers as Jodged in his houſe, 
defirivg them to ſing hymns with him; and as he was 
einging, all on a ſudden, he cried out aloud, ſaying, 
Do you not hear the great and wonderful muſic 
which is in Heaven?“ and even in that inſtant his 
foul departed this mortal liſe. All that were preſent, 
felt” a moſt pleaſant and fragrant ſmell, whereby they 
argued the verity of his ſaying; and that he and the 
Angels were then in concert, ſinging Hallelujahs toge- 
ther in Heaven. Gregor. Dialcg. l. 4. {4 

Another, called Guthlake, drawing. near his end, 
told” Bertiline his ſcholar, „The time is come, my 
dear ſon, wherein I mutt paſs to Chriſt;“ and litting 
op his hands and eyes to Heaven, he yielded up his 
foul; When, at the very inſtant, Bertiline ſaw, as it 
vere, a fiery tower, reaching from Heaven down to 
tothe earth, the brightneſs whereof was ſo wonderful, 
that "the pale fon might envy fo great a luſtre, whillt 
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the Angels themſelves were heard t to ding melodiou be: 
a tunes of j Joy. bo 
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Of the Dutics that _—_— us in thiz Reſpect, A 


It lik 
F 2+ FOR the Gd W un concern us in this co 
| reſpect, — du 


1. Weigh not the adins + or pangs of death, as if 
they were intolerable ; but rather pitch we the anchor W ne: 
of our hope on the frm ground of the word of God, by 
who | hath promiſed, 4 In our weakneſs to perfect his th 

| ſfirength,——and_ not to ſuffer us to be tempted above 
what we are able to bear, and to give his Angels 


— 
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a charge to bear us up in their hands.” If the Lord 
lay one hand upon us, he puts another hand under us; 
yea, he chargeth his Angels to bear us up in their I At 
| bands, and to allay our pains ; it proves ſo to many, W we 
| that the very thoughts of death more pains, than the am 

pangs of death; howſoever, it may comfort us, that tio 
the Angels ſtand us, who either will help us in,, or pe 

help us through thole pangs of death, tha we be not 
- ſwallowed up by them. hig 
2. Take we no care of our bodies ty death, fave Gl 
only to commit them to the earth. Methinks the © re» 
Angels might take off that carking care which many an. 
have, What if thy body be uſed as the Iriſh Papiſi laf 
28 | © uſed the bodies of dead Proteſtants,” who caſt ſome in- tv! 
% [ | to ditches; and left others to be devoured of ravenous © dil 
be | beaſts ; yea, and digged up. others that had been for- co 
AN | - - mow buried, and then left them as dung on the face © Ve 
3 of the earth; yet the Angels ſee and take care that I int 
= every part, and piece, and member of thy body ſhall an 
{>| _ - be preſerved and kept fafe unto that day of our Lord; th: 
| the earth in ber womby or the fea in her gulphs, « * 
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beaſts in their bellies, or whatever is the grave of the 
bodies of Saints, they are but as God's cloſe cheſts, 
to keep in them a part of the Lord's own treaſure ; and 
when theſe cheſts ſhall be opened (as they ſhall be in 


that great day of the reſurrection of Saints), then ſhall * 


thoſe bodies be'brought out again by the holy Angels; 
and then ſhall they be as good, nay, better than ever 
they were before; “ for our vile body fhall be made 
like the glorious body of our Lord and Saviour, ac- 
cording to the working whereby he is able even to ſub- 
due all things unto himſelf.” & 
3. The nearer we draw, to our end, let us draw 
nearer. to God and his holy Angels. This is done 


by having a ſpecial care of our fouls, and by doing 


thoſe duties that we owe both to God and his Angels. 


I liſt not to enter into controverſies ; I deny that any 


worſhip is to be given them, or that we ought to pray 


to them ; yet, (as the contemplative Biſhop Hall faid), 
%% This devotion we do gladly profeſs to owe to good 


Angels, that though we do not pray unto them, yet 
we do pray to God for the favour of their aſſiſtance 
and protection, and we do praiſe God for the protec- 
tion and miniſtration that we have from them. And 
et, further, we come ſhort of ; our duties to theſe 
eſſed Spirits, if we entertain not in our hearts an 


high and venerable conceit of their wonderful Majeſty, 


Glory, Greatneſs, and an awful acknowledgment, and 


| reverential awe of their glorious preſence ; an holy joy, 
and confident aſſurance of their vigilant care; and, 


laſtly, a fear to do ought that might cauſe them to 


turn away their faces in diſlike from us. All theſe 


difpolitions are copulative; for certainly, if we have 
conceived ſo high an opinion of their excellency as 
we ought, we cannot but be bold upon their mutual 
intere t, and be afraid to difpleaſe them by our heinous 
and abominable fins.” The man that is going out of 
the world, and within a ſtep or two of death, ſhould, 
wethinks, be very fearful of _——y the Angels, or of 
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grieving the Angels, Why, alas! if they watch not 
over him now, if now they inſpire not the ſoul with 

bleſſed motions, and pious thoughts; if now they fail 
ol their office, when there is more need of it than ever 
was, or ever will be: Oh, what will a poor ſoul-do ? 
Come, think me of this, ere it be two late ; yea, the 
nearer we draw to our end, the more tender let us be 
of our care, and to reſpect theſe, bleſſed Spirits; and 
who can tell, but, as in the very agony Chriſt was 
comforted by an Angel, ſo theſe: miniſtring Spirits 
may, at ſuch a time, miniſter comfort and conſolation 
to our ſouls? We have ſeen an Heaven of joy enter- 
ing into ſome, before they entered into the joy of 
- Heaven. 

Make to 8 friends of the Angels, that 
when we die, they may receive us into everlaſting ha- 
bitations. Thus Chriſt adviſed us in reſpect of riches, 
make uſe of them by your beneficence to the poor, that 

they may pray for you, and me ke | your advantage of 
being rewarded. by God: This is the meaning of, 
„Make to yourſelves friends of the mamon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs. And if worldly riches, that either in get- 
ting, uſing, or keeping, do adminiſter matter of fin, 
(and chere fore are called uurighteous mammon) may 
be ſo improved, how much more may we improve the 
| Angry, and gain by the Angels, if we make them our 
_ friends ? But how ſhould we make them our friends? 
J anſwer, 1. Let us reſemble them in their purity, 
piety, innocency. Suitablenels of ſpirit and life, will 
breed Ariendſhip : if we are but pure in our meaſure, as 
they are pure, they will delight to befriend us here, 
and to lay a foundation for a far more familiar ac- 
quaintance in Heaven hereafter. . 2, Let us apply our- 
(ſelves to them, as deſirous and willing of their friend- 
ſhip: Let us converſe with them as friends, aſſeuting 
to what they ſoy, and making up holy concluſions 
with them, and replies, which they will find ways to 
underſiand. 0 the bleed motions, that they make 
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th continually to our ſouls! Is it not their joy to gain 
il + us, and to win upon us? and to that putpole are they 
er not ſuggeſting this and that good thought to fave our 
2 ouls ? O then let us anſwer them in their motions, and 
e receive whatever they adminiſter ! Gu 
© 5+ Though we go through the valley of the ſha- 
d. dow of death, let us fear no evil, for the Angels wilt 
* be with us. It is natural for us to fear death; and 
8 . mdeed, as it is the deſtruction of the creature, and 
9 parts body and ſoul; as it leads the body thro? a dark, 
* dirty way, the grave; and as it leads the foul through 
f the devil's territories, the air, it is no wonder if Na- 
ture ſtartle, and be afraid of it. But the Chriſtian 
t hath many conſiderations to allay his fear, and to chear 
8 up his ſpirit : As, 1. Drath is but the ſeparation of foul 
; and body; it is not the total annibilation of foul and 
t body, but a fair ſhaking hands between two parting 
f BF friends; It is as if the wife ſhould take leave of her 
PR huſband, to go ſee her father; to whom the hüſband 
5 {ays, that he will follow after her, and be with her in 
the morning: „ Farewel, my dear,” fays the foo), 


« I muſt go to my Father;” and “ Farewel, my 

7 dear,” ſays the body, „I will come after thee, and 

, be with thee in the morning of the reſurrection.“ It ä 

. is true, they cannot part without many a tear, and 

? " kiſs ; but what. needs fear? “The morning comes as 

well as the night.“ 2, The bodies paſſage through 

[ the grave, though dark and diſmal, ye: it is fafe and 

ſecure, and fit for reſt and ſleep: “ He ſhall enter in- 

„ to peace, they {hall reſt in their beds: When a righ- 

; teous man dies, or his body is buried, he is but gone 

| to bed; and therefore we call thoſe places where the 
dead are laid up and buried, & Dormitories, or fleep- 
ing places ;” they ſleep for a time; but they Mall a- 
wake, and riſe up again at the laſt day, 3. The 
foul's paſſage through: the: air, though full of devils, 
yet it is accompanied with a ſafe convoy: There is a 
white regiment of A Angels that will bring the 

2 | 
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ſouls of Saints through all perils “ to mount Sion, to 


the City of the living God, to the Heavenly Jerula« 


lem, and to an innummerable company of Angels, to 
the General Aſſembly and Church of the farſt-born, 
which are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and 
to ſeſus, the mediator of the New Covenant.“ Now 


can the wife fear an enemy, when the Huſband hath 


ſent a puiſſant Army to convey ber ſafely to himſelf ? 
How then ſhould we fear the way, or fear death or 
devils, when the Angels, who are ſtronger than all 


enemies, have a charge to conduct us to the Bride- 


groom of our ſouls ? and they will not, cannot fail of 
what they have in charge ; they are the army of Hea- 


ven, the Saints own guard, the officers-and ſoldiers of 


the Lord of hoſts; and therefore they will be ſure to 
perform their truſt, we need not fear it 

6. Let us prepare and make ready for that glorious 
welcome which the Angels will give us into glory : 
would you know how to prepare? 1, Procure their joy 
by your converſion :, © There is joy in the preſence cf 
the Angels of God, over one ſinner that repenteth.“ 
The converſion of a ſinner is the gratulation of Angels; 
and if they joy at your repentance, how much more 
will they joy to fee you in Heaven with them? 
2. Procure their love by the ſtriftneſs and holineſs of 


your lives; live like Angels; bring foul and body as 


near as may be, into a ſpiritual frame; this is the way 


of friends to procure welcomes here on earth, if they 


will but maintain a familiarity, | and pe and 
nearneſs, and likeneſs to one another in mind and man- 
ners: O thus do you, and then may you expect An- 


gels welcome into that City of Glory. 


2. Wait upon God with encouragement, that one 


day the Angels will preſent us to Chriſt in his throne, 


without ſpot and blameleſs. It is now our complaints, 
“ Oh the fin whereof we are guilty ! and Oh wretched 
men that we arc, who ſhall deliver us from this body 
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of death !” but the day is coming when we ſhall be 
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freed from theſe complaints. As Chriſt's miniſters 
have a charge, and when they have done their werk, 
they wille preſent us to Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 2. and 


as Chriſt himſelf hath a charge, and when he hath done 


bis work, he will preſent us to himſelf, Judg, 24. and 


to his Father, Coloſ. i. 22, fo the boly Angels have a 


charge alſo, and when they-bave done their work, they 


will preſent us to Jeſus Chriſt; How ? Even as mini- 
ters do, © That I may preſent you as a "chaſte virgin 
to Jeſus Chriſt 3? or as Chriſt himſelf doth, Phat 


he might preſent to luimſelf a glorious Church, not ha- 
ving ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 
ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh :?? So will the 
Angels do, © Even preſent us faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his glory, with exceeding joy.“ Let us preſs 
on to perfection; even upon theſe hopes, that how ſoever 
it is with us now, ſurely we ſhall be faultleſs, we ſhall 
be * equal unto the Angels,” equal in grace, and equal 
in glory; for to that end will they preſent us to Chriſt 


in his Throne,. and accordingly will Chriſt pronounce 


his ſentence, 4 Enter you into the joy of your Lord.“ 
8. Praiſe we God for his mercy of Angel-miniſtre- 


tien from (firſt. to laſt. This we muſt do in Heaven, 
only begin we this tune and ditty white we are on 
earth ; and if we cannot do it as we would, Tet us call 


in Angels to join with us in bleſſing, prailing, and ad- 
miring God. This was David's wont, © Praiſe ye 
the Lord, praiſe ye the Lord from the Heavens, 
praiſe ye him in the heights; praiſe ye bim his 
Angels; praiſe ye him all his hoſts.” The An- 
gels deſire no better employment than ſuch as this; 
they love to fing the tune of the goſpel moſt; and 
therefore ſtir we up them, and ſtir we up ourſelves with 
them to be much in praiſes of our God. Surely he 
deferves a thouſand thouſand hallelujahs, and that we 
ſhould bleſs him upon a thouſand ſtringed inſtruments. 
Here is fuel enough, ws 54 kindle” a great fire in 
3 8. 
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every one of our hearts, to inflame them with the love 
of ſuch a God as this is. It was the laſt ſpeech of dy- 
ing Chryſoſtom, Glory be to God from all crea- 
tures: And if I ſhould die this hour, I could with 
my foul in no better temper : © Bleſs the Lord, O my 


. Foul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy name. — 


Bleſs the Lord, ye his Angels, that excel in ſtrength, 
that do his commandments, harkening unto the voice 


of his Word. Blefs the Lord, all ye his boſts, ye 


Miniſters of his that de his pleaſure. Bleſs the Lord, 


all his works, in all places of his dominion, Bleſs the 


Lord, O my ſoul.” 
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| CHAP. v. SECT. I. 


| | Of the Miniſtration of Angels at our RefurreQion, 


THE laſt period wherein the Angels miniſter to 
Saints, it is from the reſurrection to the glorification 


of their ſouls and bodies in Heaven. In this laſt, as in 
all the former, I ſhall obſerve, 1. Their miniſtration. 


* 


2. Our duties. 
1. For their miniſtration, ve may conſult theſe 

texts. : . 5 
* And he ſhall ſend his Angels with the great ſound 


of a Trumpet, and they ſhall gather together his ciect 


from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the o- 
ther,” Matt. xxiv. 31. Ep f | 
“The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with 


| a ſhout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God, 1 Theſ. iv. 16. 7 


# 


The Son of man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and 


they ſhall gather out of the kingdoms, all things that 


offend, and them which do iniquity So ſhall it be 


85 x the end of the world, the Angels ſhall come forth, 


» 
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and fever the wicket from among the ju{t,” un 
Xili. 41.— 49. 

« Allo J ſay unto you, whoſoe ver ſliall confeſs me 
before men, him ſhall the Son of man allo contels be- 
fore the Angels of God. —— And I will not blot his 
name out of the book of life, but I will conteſs his 
name before my Father, and before his holy Angels,” 
Luke X11- 8, —Rev, ili. 5 


SECT. II. 
Of the kind of Angel-miniſtration at that Time. 


FOR the kinds of their miniſtration at this time. 
1. The Angels will ſummon all the Saints to ap- 


pear before Jelus Chriſt, in his judgment ſcat. This 


is done by the ſound of a trumpet, And he ſhall ſend 
his Angels with the great ſound of a trampet, 


The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 


ſhout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God.” What this trumpet is, I have diſ- 
culled elſewhere ; and I take it to be metaphorical, viz. 
a ſound formed in the air like the ſound of a trum- 
pet; and for the Archangel, it is not fo limited to 
one, but that all the Archanyels, and all the An- 
gels of Ged are thereby underſtood. O the day when 
all the Angels ſhall be ſent of Chriſt to bid all the 
world to appear before him! This is that voice on 
which Jerome ſo often meditated, * Whether I eat or 
drink, or whatſoever I do, methinks 1 always hear 
that voice of the trumpet ſounding i in mine ears, Ariſe, 
ye dead, and come to judgment.” This is that voice 
of which Chryſoſtom laid, O the terrible trumpet, 
that all elements ſhall obey ! It ſhall ſhake the world, 
rend the rocks, break the mountains, diſſolve the bonds 
of death, burſt down the gates of hell, and unite all 
ſpirits to their own bodies.“ This voice ſhall take 
irom death all her ſpoils, and cauſe her to reſtore a- 
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gain all that ſhe hath taken away from the world. In 
this miniſtration, the Saints may rejoice ; be it never 
fo terrible to the wicked, it is nothing to them but an 
awaking out» ef fleep; as if the Angels ſhould ſhout 
and ſay, Awake and ſing ye that dwell in the duſt; 
for lo, the winter is paſt, the rain is over and gone, 
the time of the ſinging of birds is come; ariſe, ariſe, 
ye Saints, and come away.” 

2. Tue Angels will gather all the Saints together 
to the judgment ſcat of Chriſt. In this are involved 
theſe particulars. 

1. That the Angels will collect the duſtof all cle bodies 
of the Saints. This all the Schoolmen hold, The collec- 


tion of the duſts 1 the bleſied is by the Midiſtry ok the. 
t 


bleſſed Angels,“ faith Aquinas. They can move and 
remove bodies as they pleaſe, As craſs and inferior 
botlies are in order governed by thoſe that are ſuperior, 


and more fubril; ſo are all bedies ruled and diſpoſed. 
of by Spirits evdowed with life. 'Avguſtine goeth tar- 


ther, and faith, that “ irfational fpirits are governed. 


by rational, and rational. creatures that tranſgreſs, are 
governed by rational creatures that are juſt,” Grego- 
ry joins with bim ſaying, & Inviſible creatures do give 
motion and fente to carnal. bodies which are viſible ; 


and ſo nothing is diſpoſed of in this viſible world, but 


by another creature which is inviſible,” Hence Aqni- 
nas concludes, * That in all things which corporally 
are done of God, he is pleaſed to uſe the miniſtry of 
Angels, and that itfufore the gathering of the duſt, 
and tile repara: ion of the bodies of all the Saints, is 


Y only by the miniſtry of the Angels at the reſurrection 


day.“ Come, Chriſtians ! keep faith and a good con- 
ſcience ; though. men prevail over your bodies to kill 
them, and fo ſcatter the afhes of them all the world 
over, let never any uncomfortable damp: of. ſlaviſh fear 


vex your bleſſed hearts, be not you. afraid of evil tie. 


dings, or of deſtruction when it cometh ; for the An- 


gels tave a care of every piece aid part, and purticu- 
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larly of your bodies; not one hair of your heads, not 
one atom of the ſubſtance of thoſe bodies you bear a- 
bout you, ſhall be left in the grave, or in any part of 
the world, but it ſhall be gathered by Angels, and 
brought together into one heap or lump. 

2+ That the Angels will form, and faſhion, and or- 
ganize thoſe duſts ſo brought tog ether, into perſect, 
complete, and ſolid bodies, this is alſo affirmed by 
Schoolmen : „ Whatſover appertains to the tranſmu- 


tation of bodies, as to the condenſation of ſome parts, 


God is pleaſed therein to uſe the miniſtry of Angels.” 
Indeed the animation, or enlivening of the body, by 
the infuſion of the ſoul, is (as they ſay) immediately 
of God, without any operation of Angels; for as the 
foul was immediately ereated of God, ſo muſt the ſoul 
be again united to the body, by the immediate hand 
of God himſelf; yet the collection, prepartion, and 
reparation of our bodies, are done by Angels. O the 
power of Angels! This eye ſhall be put to this head, 
and this hand to this arm, and this arm to this body, 
and ſo every part to part, and member to member, by 


the miniſtration of Angels. What need we care if all 


theſe be eaten of worms; of ſerpents, or other crea- 
tures, yea of Canibals, or Savage men? Certainly 
they muſt all be reſtored again; I ſhall not want this 
eye, this hand, this finger, this joint, this nail on my 
hngers end at the reſurrection day. © The hand of 
the Lord was upon me,“ ſaid Ezekiel, “ and carried 
me out in the ſpirit of the Lord, and ſet. me down in 
the midſt of the valley, which was full of bones, and 
he cauſed me to paſs by them round about, and behold 
there were very many in the open valley, and lo, they 
were very dry. And he ſaid unto me, Son of man, 
can theſe bones live? And I anſwered, O Lord God, 
thou knoweſt.“— Then the Lord bade him propheſy, 
and as he propheſied, There was a noiſe, and behold 
a ſhakmg, and the bones came together, bone to his 
bone ; and then the ſinnews of the flclh dame upon 
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them, and the ſkin covered them above, but there inde 
was no breath in them,“ and then the Lord bade him now 
propheſy unto the wind, Come from the four winds, ce - 
Oo breaths and breathe upon theſe ſlais, that tbey may s h 
live.” Why thus will 4 be at the reſurrection-day; 
the Angels miniſtry will be like the prophets propheſy z tell 
they will give a ſhout, and collect the bones, and then mal 
put them together, bone to his bone, and then cover 
them with finnews, and fleſh, and ſkin; only the 
breath or foul muſt be infuſed immediately by God 
himſelf, and then ſhall the Saints live, and ſtand up 
on their feet, as an exceeding great army» 

3. That the Angels will bring the Saints thus rai- 
. Ted, ' organifed, and quickened to Chriſt's judgment 
feat, The Apoſtle ſpeaks home to this, „The dead 
_ Chriſt (hall riſe firſt, and then we which are alive, and 
remam, ſhall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” A willing wel. 
come force is here upon the Saints to transfer them, 6 
carry them into the air, where Chriſt is in his Throne: 
Dow how ſhall this be done? Why, 4 They {hall be 
caught up,” ſaith the Apoſtle: By whom? Some 
think by the clouds, as if the clouds ſhould firſt de- 
ſcend, and then enwrap the Saints, and ſo ſerve as 
chaviors to carry them up to Chriſt in the air; bur ! 
would rather think by Angels ; as if the Apoſtle mould 
tay, „All the Saints at the jaft day, both theſe railt 
and thoſe changed, ſhall be caught up by the ol 
Angels into the clouds to meet the Lord inthe air: 
And is hot this agreeable to the words of Chrilt, 
„That Angels ſhall gather together his elect ?? WI 
"ther together? But to the clouds, or to that place in 
the air, Where they ſhal} meet the Lord. O the bleſ 
fed miniſtry of endearing Angels ! They that be fort 
carried up Lazaruss ſoul into Abraham's boſom, wil 30.q 
now carry up Lazarus's ſoul and body, yea, all the 
: fouls and bodies of all the Saints into the air, wher: not 
mall be tbe bleſfcdeſt meeting that ever Was; cher 


ſhall Chriſt meet with his Saints, and never part again; 
indeed here ſometimes we meet, and anon we part; 
now he comes and gives us the kiſſes of his mouth, but 
ere while he is gone, and we-cry after him, “O where 
he whom my ſoul loveth, I charge you, O daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, if you find my beloved, that you 
tell him that 1 am fick of love;” but when the Angels 
ſhall bring us together at this day, we ſhall never part 


more; For we {hall meet the Lord in the air, and 


ſo all we be for ever with the Lord.” 


— 


4. The Angels will ſeparate the good and bad, the 


ſheep and goats. They ſhall gather out of the king- 
dom all things that offend, and them which do iniqui- 
ty. They ſhall fever the wicked trom among the 
juſt.” This ſeparation. is ſometimes given to Chriſt, 
He ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a ſhep- 
herd dividerh his ſheep from the goats, and he ſhall ſet 
his ſheep on the right hand, but the goats on the left.“ 
Ehriſt ſhall do it originally, but the Angels miniſterial- 
Iv, derivatively, and by way of execution; Chrilt 
commands it, and the Angels accompliſh it. O the 


Joy, and O the horror of this particular; I, horror to 


the wicked, but O what joy will it be to the Saints to 
meet together, and to ſee all the wicked in the world 
thruſt out of their ſociety; they were before thoras in 
their ſides, and pricks in their eyes; many a tear did 
they coſt the Saints to fee their wickednels, « Rivers 
of tears run down mine eyes, becauſe they keep not 
thy laws; many a heart-grieving, heart-vexing thought 
bath pierced the Saints to know their ſinſulneſs: © Juſt 
Lot was vexed with the filthy converſation of the 


wicked.” Ah, poor man, it was an Hell ta him to 


dwell with Segomites, For that righteous man dwell. 
ing among them, in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his 
ngliteous foul. from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds. Well, but now they {hall never grieve them, 
trouble them, vex them any more ; the Angels will 


not only __ * Lot out of his ill * | 


—  _ amr 


— — 
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for a time, but they will free all the righteous from all 
the unrighteous in the world for ever and ever: Not 
one Sodomite, nor one impenitent ſinner ſhall ſtand 


with Chriſt's ſheep on bis bleſſed right hand; never 


more ſhall the Saints cry out, and ſay, “ Woe is us, 
that we are conſtrained to dwell with Meſech, and 


to have our habitations among the 'tents of 'Ke- 
dar;“ but rather ſhall they go on with the Pſal- 


miſt, and ſay, as in the next verſe, Our fouls have 


long dwelt with them that hate peace, and holi- 
nels, but now we ſhall never dwell with them any 


more.” This will be the Angels work at ee 
ms all 


day, they will be gathered out of the kingd 
things that offend, all ſcandalous wretches, anf vile 
perſons, all froward hearts, and privy flanderers ; all 


that have high looks, and proud hearts ; all that Da- 
vid ſaid he would throw out of his houſe, and from the 
city of the Lord, will they alio throw out of the king 


dom of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, that they moleſt not 


Chriſt's Sheep any longer. | 

4. The Angels will be ſpectators, admirers, witneſ- 
ſes, approvers of the myſtery of godlineſs in the ſen- 
tence df Chriſt ou his Saints. This piece or part of 
Chriſt's mediation in abſolving Saints, is amongſt the 
reſt of thoſe great myſteries of godlineſs . Seen of An- 

els,” Seen? Pow ſeen? it is not a bare light, but 
fach a ſight as aſtoniſheth the underſtanding, and takes 
up the heart of bleſſed Angels, Which things the 
Angels deſire to look into ;?” their whole ſpirits are ta- 
ken up with it, they cannot look off it, but ſtand; and 
view, and admire, and leap for joy to ſee the paſſages; 
they are rapt up above themſelves, to hear the bleſſed 
ſentence coming out of Chriſt's mouth, © Come, ye 


| bleſſed of my Father ;*? nor is that all, but as they lee, 


ſo they witneſs, and approve the acts and paſſages of 
Chriſt in rewarding Saints, © I will confeſs them,” 
ſaith Chriſt, © before the Angels of God ;** that is, at 
the laſt day, I will take them for mine, I will confels 


cr 
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them to belong to me, I will pronounce on them the | 
ſentence of Ablolution, I will do to them as if a king 
ſhould come in company, and chuſe out one, and ſalute 


bim familiarly, and call him by his name, and take 


bim by the hand, and conſeſs him before all to be his 
friend; ſo will I confeſs the Saints ts be © my Friends, 
my Jewels, my peculiar Treaſure, my Temple, and 
Tabernacle, where I place my Name, the dearly be- 
loved of my Soul, children of the Kingdom, yea, the 
Kingdom of Heaven itſelf; or, if more honour can be 
given them, I will confeſs them to be my Garden, my 
Vineyard, my Spouſe, my Second Self, One with me; 
as L and. my Father are Ones” And be ye witneſſes 
of. this wy ſentence, O ye Angels! I would have you 
to take notice of it, to ſee it, behold it, hear it, ad- 
mire at it, and to witneſs with what equity and pro- 
portion 1 deal with Saints: They confeſſed me before 
wen, I confeſs them before Angels; they are not a- 
ſhamed of me, ner of my name before kings and 
princes, aud therefore now I am not aſhamed of them, 

nor of their name; ſo far am 1. From blotting their 
name out of the Book of Life, that now I conleſs their 
name before my Father, and before his Angels!“ Wit- 


dels it, O ye Angels, yea, and approve of it, conſent 


to my ſentence, acknowledge my goodnels, juſtice, 
and mercy in ſaving theſe Souls, by ſaying Amen, and 
bidding them welcome into Heaven, aud then you 
bava done with your Miniſtration. | 
At this laſt paſſage, the Angels receive that aug- 
mentation of joy, of which ſome divines have written. 
Hall and Andrews, ſtars of great magnitude in this 
orb of the Engliſk Church, have both ſuppoſed, that 
Angels themſelves ſhall receive an augmentation of 
happineſs at the day of the laſt. Judgment, when they 
thall be freed from all their charge and employments, 
As reſt is the end of all motion, ſo the perfection of 
blefſedneſs conſiſts in reſt, and therefore the Angels be- 


wg now. diſcharged of Re Tak which they took at 
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the beginning, they have no more to do, but in one 
auire, to join with the Saints, and everlaſtingly to 
 fing Hallelujah, and again Hallelujah, and Amen, 

Hallelujah. | SPL A 


SECT, Al. 
Of the Duties that concern us in this Reſpect. 


1. FOR the duties that concern us in this re- 

1. Meditate, as if you heard the Angels ſounding 
their trumpets, and ſay ing, Come out of your graves, 
and appear before Jeſus Chriſt your Judge. Surely 
theſe miniſtring Spirits, theſe ſpecial Meſſengers, theſe 
New-Covenant Officers, that now wait on us, and, as 
tender nurſes, will ere long lay us aſleep in the bed of 
the grave, will, in the morning of the — awake 


us out of ſleep, and ſay to us as the Angels to John, 


Come up hither.“ And is not this worthy our morning 


thoughts, or evening thoughts, or midnight thoughts ? 


When we arc*awake in the night, and compaſſed with 


+ darkneſs, and all is quiet, and ſtill, ſuppoſe then we heard 
the ſound of Angels ſhouting in the air, © Now, ſouls, 
come to your ſentence, either of eternal weal, or eter- 
nal woe: Methinks this meditation ſhould work, and 
make every one of us ſay, „Lord, if it were thus, 
what would become of my ſoul ? in what caſe were 1? 
in what condition were I, if the Angel now founded } 
was my repentance ſuch when I went to bed, as that 
now I dare look the Judge in the face? was my faith 


ſo active, or is it now fo ſtrong, that 1 can with conſi- - 


- dence go to Chriſt, and ſay, ſpeak, Lord, ſpeak out 
the doom that thou intendeſt to paſs upon my ſoul, for 
J truſt in thee: If ſo, it is well the Lord keeps 

continually in ſuch a prepared frame; but if it be 0 


** 
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therwiſe, O let us think of it, and prepare for it; let 
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us not put off repentance from day to day, but, let 
the inſtant or preſent moment be the time of turning 
from all fin to God, and let us become now, even now, 
as we would, wiſh. to be then, © when the Lord him- 
ſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven, with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God. 


It were a bleſſcd meditation that would work us into 


ſuch a frame; now the Lord come in, and both ſet us 
at it, and appear to us in it. | | 


2. Chear up, ye Saints, “ ariſe, ſhine, for your light 
is: coming and. the glory of the Lord will riſe upon 
vou; who are theſe that fly as a cloud, and as the 
doves of their windows ?” No ſoòner are the ſummons 
given, but all the Saints “ ſhall be gathered together 
from the four winds, from the one end of Heaven to 
the other.“ Oh what a fight will it be to ſee the Eaſt- 
ern Saints, and. Weſtern Saints, and Northern Saints, 
and Southern Saints, flying. on the wings of Angels, 
to Chriſt on his throne! Why here is matter of joy: 
Tf our evidences are but clear, if we are but aſfured 
that he that is our Judge, hath ſhed his blood for us, 
and given himſelf for us, I wonder that we are not 
more ſpiritually chearful. Come, though the World 
ſcatter us, perſecute us, drive us to holes and hills, yet 


we ſhall meet together at the great marriage- ſupper of 


the Lamb, and there will be joy indeed; the very 
fore - thoughts of this; ſhould, methinks, fill our hearts 
with joys unſpeakable, and full of glery; let us be 
glad and rejoice, for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his Wife hath made herſelf ready. Wirite, 
bleſſed. are they which are called unto the marriage- 
ſupper of the Lamb, theſe are the true ſayings of God.” | 
Bleſſed ſayings! in which, if we open the eye of Faith, 
we may ſee matter of trueſt joy, and ſpiritual raviſli- 
ment: We are all invited, if we A, Saints, to 
the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, © Come and gather 
yourſelves together unto the ſupper of the great God: 
If you ſay, how ſhould we come that muſt die, and 


* 
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Fe buried in graves; till we fot, and return to our 
fiſt principles? I anſwer, tlieſe remoras will not, can- 
not hinder ;- for bur very dufts hall be carefulfy ga- 
theted by the hands of Angels; and when they are ga- 
thered and brought together, they ſhall be put into 
form and fathion, far better, and perfecter than they 
now are, by the miniſtration of Angels; and when 
they are formed, àad faſmoned, and revived, and ſpi- 
ritualized, we ſhall be caught up by the Angels into 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; thus far will 
the Angels mitiſter to us; and therefore, what ſhould 
Hinder bat that we mult all meet him, apd feaſt with I} 
| him? And if fo, how merry ſhould we be in the wean 
time, who are admitted and: invited to this gracious | | 
and glorions feaſt ? Away, away all horrors of gmilti- $1 
neſs, falſe fears, {laviſh terrors, damps and droopings! I 
Chriſtians! we muſt part, and, for a time, lie and fleep- 1 
in folitude and rottenefs; but we ſhall meet again. FN 
There will be ſuch a congregation of Saints at the laſt . 
day, as never was fince the world's creation, and as Ir 
we hope to be à part of that general Aſſembly, and I! 
Church of the firſt-born which are written in Heaven, II 
“ Let us now rejoice in the Lord, and again re- Jr 
joize,” >. | 0 
0 
t 
e 
v 
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3. Comply with the Angels i ſeparating yourſelves . 

from the focicty of the wicked. I know the com- 

mand, „Let both grow together until the | harveſt z??., 

the Angels do not, nor muſt they ſeparate the wheat. 

and tares before the laft day, but then will God ſaꝶ 20 

his reapers, © gather ye together firſt the tares, and bind 

them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat 

into my barn.” Come then, and do you now on your 
part that which the Angels will do on their part at Jy 
'the laſt day. You will ſay, What would I babe you fin 
ſeparatiſts? I anſwer, not in opinions, or heterödox docs - ſk 
trines, but in converſation ; my meaning is, I would ffi 
not have you to run with the world into the ſame ex- fg 
| ceſs of riot: © If any man that is called. a brother, be Ib 


Iaders, and will not ſit with the wicked. 
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2 fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or railer, of 


a drunkatd, or extortionher; I woot have you with 
ſuch an one not to keep company, no, not to eat.“ 
And yet that I be not miſtaken, ſome kind of ſociety 
or familiatity, 1 allow with all: There is à fociety, 
mere comnion and cold, and general, as in trading, 
brgaining/ buying, felling, e. And this, Chriſtians! 
muſt needs exerciſe. with the men of this world, except 
they will go out-of the world: But there 14 a ſdeiety 
more ſpecial, dear, and intimate, and in this veſpect, 
© T have written to yon, (faith the Apoitle) not to 


Keep company with fornicators ;??- (4. e.) not to have 
pany \ 


any ordinary, voluntarily, friendly, dear, add mitimate 
fociety with them. Alas! who iv bis fight wits would 
run upon a wan, Whem he ſees hath the plagues 
fore running upon him? And what Chriſtian in his 


Light mind, ſpiritually having — fear of God in 
dernefs in His con- 


his heart, life in his ſoul, or tec 
icience, would delightfully thruſt himſelf mto the com- 
pany of wicked men ? It was wit of Teſts Chriſt that 
he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate” from 
finners. And ſuch a ſeparatiſt was David, “I have 
not fat with vain perſons, neither will 1 go in with 
diffemblers; I have hated the cong egation of evil 
And indeed 

to tfünk of the Angels work at tlie laft day; it were 
enough to make us comply, and to prepare tor ſueh a 
work all the days of our life. Oh what ſhould we de 
with them in our hearts, and deareſt thoughts, who 
and the damned! | | te 
4. Confeſs Chrift before men, that he may confeſs 


ſhall have 8 better compatiions hereafter thai devils 


* 


you the laſt day before the Angels of God. Fou 


may. think yeu are in proſperity, and fonriſh 5 you 
fear” not wartyrdom; there is not the kaſt ocra- 
hot of the confeſſion of © Chriſt; his truth, and 
goſpe] unto death, or danger, as the Word im- 


ports; and therefore this laſt advice is unſeaſon- 


/ 
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able. But 1 1 1. We ſee the boldacſs of 


our common adverſaries; error, on all hands, grows 
inſolent, and proud, and daring; ſo that God calls to 
us from Heaven, Who is on my ſide? Who?” 
2. We know not how ſoon occaſion, may be both for 
confeſſion and martyrdom. Clark, in his general mar- 
tyrdom, obſerves, that uſually before any great perſc- 
cution befel the Church, the holy men of thoſe. times 
obſeryed, that there was ſome great decay of zeal, and of 
the power of godlineſs, or ſome mutual contentions and 
 $uarrels among the people of God, or ſome ſuch fin or 
other, that provoked God againſt them; and then as 
the ſhepherd ſets bis dog upon the ſheep, when they go 
aſtray, to bring them in; ſo God lets looſe wicked 
perſecutors upon his own children, to bring them in 
unto bimſelf. And he applies this to ourſelves. It is 
true, (faith the above author, in his Epiſtle before 
Martyrdom of the Church of England), through {| 
God's mercy, we yet enjoy the goſpel. of peace, andi. 
due peace of the goſpel; but how. ſhort a time it may 
| continue. no man knows. —— This we know, that 
8 ſchiſms, hereſies, and blaſphemies, never abounded more 
in the Church of England, than at this day; that the 
ſpirit of diviſion never raged more; that profaneſs ne- 
ver more outfaced the glorious ſonſbine of the goſpel, 
than at this time, and furcly. theſe are the forerunners 
of judgment. O then let us learn this leſſon, as we 
would have comfort at the laſt day! Come what 
vill come, let us confeſs. him befere men; let 
| no creature make us to. deny the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;Þ 
I a if his truth call for it; let us ſtand it out a- 
1 gainſt tite gates of hell, and Devil and all. And then 
= \ we may comfortably. haves that when Chriſt ſhall com 
8 in the clouds with bis mighty Angels, he will confe(sY. 
| us, and pronounce à bleed. ſentence upon us. before 
| God, Angels, and gaga Alla, even ſo be it. Ame: 
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O deni Tutors of the Saints! You guard 
Of God's Elect ; you Purſuivants, prepared 
To execute the Counſels of the Higheſt, 


* 
: 
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Lou Heavenly Courtiers, to your King the nigheſt, 


andi. 


| God's glorious Heralds, Heavens ſwift Harbingers 
*Twixt Heaven and Earth, you true Interpreters; 
I. could. be well content, and take delight 


To follow further your Celeſtial flight, | 


But that I fear to faint . [Here then an end. 
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